Notes From the Section Manager’s Desk…

American Radio Relay League

Indiana Section

With just a few weeks left in 2016, many clubs are holding their
annual holiday dinners and celebrations. Theses gatherings
normally include many great stories of what happened at Field
Day or maybe even who came in last at a Fox Hunt. I urge you to
take the time to recognize those in your club that have given so
much over the last year. The elected officers, webmaster,
newsletter editors, hamfest organizers, and most importantly the
newest members. All these people make the club what it is and
without them there wouldn’t be a club.
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We have many things to be thankful for this time of year and I am
most thankful for all the support that I receive from the Amateur
Radio community in the Indiana Section. I especially want to
thank the few that have stepped up and are serving with me as a
member of the Indiana Section Senior Staff. I can’t wait to see
what we can accomplished next year.
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Speaking of next year, be sure to read the In Closing section of the
newsletter to see some of the plans for next year.
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I want to wish everyone in the Indiana Section a joyous holiday
season and best wishes for a prosperous New Year. May your
family, friends and fellow hams share moments of laughter and
appreciation for one another. Have a safe and happy holiday
season!

The American Radio Relay League (ARRL)
“To promote and advance the art, science, and enjoyment of amateur
radio”
Find us on the web at INARRL.ORG
www.facebook.com/inarrl
www.twitter.com/in_arrl

73,
Brent Walls, N9BA
ARRL Indiana Section Manager
bwalls@arrl.org

ARES® and Amateur Radio Emergency Service® are registered
trademarks of the ARRL.
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Remembering Friends We’ll Miss …

News from around the Indiana Section

The following amateur radio operators became silent keys. We want
to honor them and express our condolences to their friends and family
members.

Ham Radio Tracks High Altitude Balloon
By Mark Skowronski K9MQ

Sometimes trying something new in the hobby can be very rewarding.
I never would have thought that I would have the opportunity to
provide tracking and recovery efforts for a High-Altitude Balloon that
traveled almost 100,000ft in the atmosphere. For the second year, I
was asked by Brent Vermeulen’s Senior Engineering Design and
Development class at Hobart High School, if I would be able to aid the
class with tracking and recovery of the balloon via APRS.

v Randall Stafford, KC9ISJ North Judson, IN
v Robert A. Cheever, W9FBR DeMotte, IN
v Richard Bremigan, N9DB Muncie, IN
All silent key obituary notices should be sent directly to Brent Walls at
bwalls@arrl.org for inclusion in this monthly
column.

The Engineering Design and Development class is a capstone class for
the pre-engineering program called Project Lead The Way (PLTW).
Some of the other projects that have been done in the class include
cardboard boat races and a 3D printing design challenge. PLTW is an
Indianapolis based nonprofit organization that develops science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) curricula at the
elementary, middle school, and high school level across the US. The
teachers are certified by PLTW to teach their curricula. The School
City of Hobart has PLTW teachers for fourth grade, middle school,
and high school.

For inclusion in QST, please follow the
instructions at http://www.arrl.org/silent-key-submission-guidelines

Field Organization Appointment Updates
Appointment Resignations / Cancellations:
• Raymond Andrews, K9DUR Assistant SEC

Working as a team, the twelve students were challenged to engineer a
solution to send a balloon with a payload of a data recorder, two
trackers, and two video cameras up to 100,000ft into the stratosphere
and successfully track and recover it. The solution required designing
and fabricating a payload container, research tracking and recovery
devices, data recorders for inside and outside temperature, integrating

The ARRL appreciates the time and effort every volunteer gives in
serving the Indiana Section and promoting amateur radio. Many
people talk about what should be done, but it takes committed
volunteers to get it done. Thank You!

2

a parachute, powering the electronics, all while not going over the
maximum payload weight. They also had to come up with materials
and monetary donations.

improvement. The payload ended up being heavier than originally
planned so extra helium had to be used which resulted in a reduction
of maximum altitude. All the electronics except for the APRS tracker
were having issues. Several hand warmers were used last year to keep
the payload warm, which we believe may have led to the failure of the
Spot Gen3 tracker due to overheating. The Go Pro cameras were
having problems staying powered on. The class was tasked to test the
electronics as much as possible to eliminate any issues prior to flight.
For example, one of the students knew a pilot at the Porter County
Airport. The pilot was given the Spot Gen3 tracker and flew all
around Northwest Indiana with it. The class ended up assembling their
own lithium battery pack to power the Go-Pro and 360 Degree video
cameras.

The teacher wanted to challenge the students to take ownership of
engineering a solution on their own. For example, when it came time
to research ways to track and recover the balloon, the students
discovered on their own that they could use amateur radio and APRS.
They went back to the teacher with that information and he said that he
knew a local ham radio operator and provided the students with my
information. I was then contacted by one of the students asking if I
could help with tracking. Later, I came in and lectured to the class
about amateur radio, and APRS, followed by an APRS demo outside.
After the class designed their own payload container, the teacher then
showed them the one that was used by the previous years’ class.

A Byonics MT-1000 APRS tracker was used for tracking. This tracker
is a one watt vhf transmitter with TNC and GPS all in one package.
The antenna was a Byonics V6 dipole mounted to the side of the
payload. I was challenged last year by not having any portable APRS
equipment to aid in balloon recovery. I resorted to using my Kenwood
TS-2000X and a laptop computer in my car. While it worked, it was
not portable nor ideal. Once I knew we were repeating the project, I
purchased a Yaesu FT2DR HT which has integrated APRS
capabilities, which made things easier. I also invited anyone in the
local ham community that had an APRS capable HT to come out and
help recover the balloon. Chuck Hill, KC9OYE and his XYL Cheri
wanted to try tracking the balloon with his Yaesu VX8R HT. There
was a new iPhone APRS app called APRS Pro that allowed the Spot
Gen3 Tracker to gateway to APRS via a remote server. We planned
on having several SSID objects on the APRS maps (-11 APRS tracker,
-12 Spot Gen3 Tracker, -9 Balloon Recovery Bus)

Unfortunately, launching a balloon with cameras and other electronics
is not cheap. The teacher initially received a grant from the School
City of Hobart Educational Foundation to help fund this project. A
major portion of the grant funded initial one time only expenses such
as the tracking devices and cameras. Those items could be reused
again for future launches. The balloon, helium, payload container, and
any other new devices would have to be donated or funded through
monetary donations. Helium was donated by Praxair and monetary
donations came from three local businesses, Hickman Service, K&S
Engineering, and Skyway Cement. Through the generosities of the
corporate sponsors, a 360-degree video camera and a temperature data
recorder were added to this years’ payload.
The balloon project started with last years’ class. While we did
successfully recover the payload, there were many things that needed
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Launch day was the morning of Friday November 4th from the Hobart
High School football field. It was beautiful 55-degree day with little
wind. It was predicted that the balloon would burst just north of Royal
Center and would land just south of US35 near Logansport. The
fourth graders from Hobart’s elementary schools were bussed over to
witness the launch and to see what kind of projects the high schoolers
get to do. The event was streamed over Facebook Live. A list of
flight prechecks were read over the stadium PA system. The balloon
launched at approximately 9:57 am local time headed in a south
westerly direction.

was to where to exit the Interstate. A prediction is just that, a
prediction. We didn’t know if we were going to end up north or south
of Logansport and by how much.
Near Royal Center, the predicted area of burst, the balloon only had an
altitude of 50,000 ft. Seeing that there still was quite of bit of flight
time left, we knew we were going to be south of Logansport and
continued down the interstate to Indiana 18. Once I was in range of
the DMR repeater in Galveston, I was in contact with K9ILU and Bill
Mc Alpin, WD9GIU via the Indiana Statewide talkgroup, who were
also in the process of chasing it.

The chase vehicle was the activity bus, which is a small with limited
seating. This meant that only about half the class could leave the
school to chase the balloon. The other half of the class which was part
of the tracking team stayed in the cafeteria at “Mission Control”. The
APRS.FI website was on the projector allowing the whole school to
see the balloon track during lunch time. To keep the tracking team
involved while we were on the road, a smart phone walkie talkie app
called Zello was used to communicate between the bus and the
tracking team. The tracking team was to be called upon to suggest
possible routes towards the recovery site while mobile. I placed a
magnetic mount antenna on the bus and hooked it up to my FT2DR.
The recovery bus position was sent using an app on my IPhone over
the cellular connection. A parent with a pickup truck followed the bus
carrying an extension ladder and a kayak to aid with recovery efforts.

The balloon reached a maximum reported altitude of 98,691 FT about
a mile south east of Logansport, when it burst. The balloon was
tracking parallel to US35 and was heading towards the Grissom
Airforce Base. The south end of the runway was crossed at 35,000ft.
The landing area was along Sycamore St about a quarter mile west of
the US35 Bypass on the east side of Kokomo.
One thing that I have quickly learned from last year is if the balloon is
still reporting its position on APRS after it has landed, there is a very
good chance it is in a tree. K9ILU and WD9GIU reached the landing
site before us and reported that they spotted the payload hanging from
a tree at a residential property. They also secured permission from the
property owner for recovery. When we reached the location, I met
several other hams who also joined in on the search (Greg Haschel,
W9GND, Michael Cousins, N9MRC, and John Fulton, N9VOB). The
payload was quickly recovered from the tree with an extension ladder.

To help cover more ground, I sent KC9OYE and his XYL towards
Logansport via US30/35 while the bus went down Interstate 65. I also
asked Richard Basham, K9ILU for assistance. Richard notified a
group of balloon chasers out of Indianapolis about the launch. From
Hobart, there is no way directly to Logansport. Our biggest challenge

Social media played a big role in this years’ launch and allowed us to
reach the public and ham community in ways that weren’t possible
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before. The Facebook Live video was a success and currently has over
1,600 views. Project Lead The Way shared the video on their
Facebook like page, which was a huge honor for the teacher. The
teacher and I made all our Facebook posts concerning the launch
public and tagged several organizations. Our section manager, Brent
Walls, N9BA forwarded our press release to ARRL headquarters and
they posted about the launch on ARRL.org, Facebook, and Twitter. I
also posted in several Indiana ham Facebook groups and sent emails
out along with contacting clubs that were in the Logansport, Lafayette,
and Kokomo area. It was great to see that we could build interest and
enthusiasm outside Northwest Indiana, using social media.

W9GND, N9MRC, K9ILU, N9VOB, and WD9GIU for their help with
recovery, W9SMJ for the use of his repeaters and digipeater, and
N9BA for publicity help outside the section. This has been an
enjoyable experience that I hope to repeat in the future.
Balloon Flight Information
Hobart to Kokomo: 92 air miles
Maximum Altitude: 98,691 feet
Maximum Speed: 85 MPH
Flight Time: 2 hours and 33 minutes
Ascending Time: 1 hour and 59 minutes
Descending Time: 34 minutes
Payload Temperature Range: 52 to 84.5 degrees
Outside Air Temperature Range: -34 to 68.9 degrees

In all, the launch was a success and we corrected and improved upon
several issues that were encountered with last years’ launch. We
found with using just one hand warmer, the payload stayed between 52
to 84 degrees. The 360-degree camera, APRS tracker, and Spot Gen3
tracker (worked up to 80,000ft which was a pleasant surprise)
functioned as intended. The GoPro camera stopped recording after
about 20 minutes of flight time. I was a little bit disappointed with the
APRS gateway for the Spot Gen3 tracker. Prior to flight, it was not
reporting its position on APRS. I had to login on my phone and force
an update to the server. During flight, it only updated its position four
times, while it should have been doing it every fifteen minutes. For
future launches, I am also going to carry several sets of predictions
with different data values with me for reference. Looking at where the
balloon bursts, we can then follow the set of predictions that is closest
to that point.

Facebook Launch video:
https://www.facebook.com/brent.vermeulen.31/videos/101071055216
14658/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE

HDXCC Bicentennial Awards
This year Indiana celebrates 200 years of statehood and the Hoosier
DX Contest Club is sponsoring two awards to help commemorate the
event. The first award is the Indiana
Bicentennial County Award which includes
two opportunities to earn the award. The
second award is the Indiana Bicentennial
County Activation Award.
The official rules and more information about
the awards can be found on the HDXCC website at
www.hdxcc.org/bicentennial/index.html.

I would like to thank everyone who emailed me or wrote comments on
Facebook. It was enjoyable hearing from you and for your support. I
would like to also personally thank KC9OYE and XYL Cheri,
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Upcoming Hamfests
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Hendricks County Amateur Radio Society

Brownsburg Hamfest
HAM RADIO,
COMPUTERS,
MAKERS SUPPLIES,
ELECTRONICS FLEA
MARKET.

www.HCARS.org

*HQHUDO$GPLVVLRQ
7DON,Q 

)UHH3DUNLQJ

Buy, Sell, and Socialize.

)RRG&RQFHVVLRQV
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18, 2017
Hamfest opens to the public at 7:00 am
til 2pm

9(7(67,1*DP

Admission $5.00
Free Parking

'RRU3UL]HV

AMERICAN LEGION POST #331
636 East Main St, Brownsburg, IN 46112

$UH\RX%25('"
+HUHLV
7KH&XUH

Talk-in 147.015 + Repeater
Food is available for purchase on site provided by the American Legion.
________________

NOTICE TO VENDORS
Available set up times: Friday 02/17/17 from 3:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Saturday 02/18/17 6:00 am to 7:00 am

N9HC
E-mail:hcars46122@gm ail.com
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FDELQIHYHUKDPIHVW#JPDLOFRP
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9LVLWKWWSOSFDUFRUJKDPIHVW
IRUXSGDWHVDQGLQIRUPDWLRQ
3K

Pricing Schedule for Tables:
$15.00 per Table with Power **
$10.00 per Table No Power
** Bring your own extension cords and power strips.
Table sales available both days. Hamfest
contact E-Mail: hcars46122@gmail.com

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS.
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Public Information Outreach

PIO Reports:
Marion County PIO John Emerson – KC9YHE

Now that the weather has turned in some cases frightful with winter
hazards, lets take the time to toward 2017. The winter months
historically have been slow for outreach and radio related PIO stories.
We should take this time and look ahead for what activities we are
going to work on, and get a plan in place. While January has the up
and coming winter field day, what else do you and your local clubs
do? Get a plan in place and do what you can to achieve your plan.

The 22nd annual WIBC Radiothon to benefit The
Salvation Army Bed and Bread Club was held
December 5th and 6th. Marion County ARES
members Matthew Bechdol W9SOX, Mark Burke
W9MGB, Jeff Skinner NN7C, Tony Stokes
KU9V as well as Section Manager Brent Walls
N9BA volunteered their time to man the phone
bank. Their efforts helped the Salvation Army
raise over $250,000.00 during the 36 hour radiothon.

With the holidays upon us, and the spending that goes with
that. Did you know that you can turn your holiday spending into
financial support for the ARRL? It is simple, and easy. If you have
ever bought anything online, it is as simple as finding it on Amazon.
ARRL has taken the steps necessary for your Amazon purchases to
make a financial contribution to the ARRL. Instead of going through
www.amazon.com, simply change it to smile.amazon.com. Going to
amazon through that url, Amazon will contribute .5% of your eligible
purchases to the 501c3 of your choice. Once you log into
smile.amazon.com you will be given the option to choose your nonprofit organization of your choice, simply search for and select
American Radio Relay League. How much simpler could that be to
support the ARRL, and all the services they provide, by just going
online and doing your shopping?

Thanks for volunteering guys!

Johnson County PIO Rusty Kirts, N9LLP
We didn’t have to put up any curtains or do any painting, but we
moved into our new meeting place as of our November 2016 meeting.
Because of the kind generosity of CEO Chet Aubin and the folks of
the Johnson County REMC offices, we now meet in their new
community and conference center at their headquarters in Franklin, IN.
The address is 750 International Drive, Franklin, IN, just north of the
Carter Lumberyard on US 31. Meetings are still held on the third
Saturday of the month starting at 8am with VE testing starting about
930am.
The new meeting room is a dream come true for groups like ours. We
have access to a state of the art audiovisual system and lightning fast
WIFI. With the built in projection screen, overhead projector, and
sound system any guest speakers at our monthly meetings will be able

In conclusion, I would like to thank you all for all you do to
support Amateur Radio.
73,
Barry Palencer, KC9WMS
ARRL Indiana Section – Public Information Coordinator
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to make an awesome presentation. The community and conference
room is spacious enough to seat at least 75 plus persons comfortably
and a kitchen to feed them. Of course the kitchen has the latest
appliances and a coffee maker that can brew it as fast as we can drink
it. The kitchen is large enough to cook a feast and has a serving
window to use when the dinner bell rings. Although we have
doughnuts served every month, the serving area will get put to the test
at our December meeting when we have a breakfast pitch-in and white
elephant gift exchange for the members and guests.
The kitchen will double as our VE testing area and we have a divider
to place in the serving window to help keep the testing area as quiet as
possible. If you’re in the area when we have a meeting, please feel
free to drop by for a visit and a cup of coffee.
On education and licensing, we just finished a class with club
members reviewing and preparing for their upgrade to General class.
As spring rolls around again we are looking to host a one day tech
license review and test session in the spring. If you or anyone you
know is interested please email Bruce, K9ICP, at
vicepresident@midstatehams.org to register or get information. If you
need study materials, please visit our website at
https://midstatehams.org/resources.html . Under the License Testing
and Preparation section of this page, you will find useful study
resources.

William Wootton AC9ML; PIO Carol Emmons, KD9BSJ. The board
of Director are 2017-Ray Stevens, KB9LGS; Richard Phillips,
WA9TH; 2018-Bill Evans, N9SYI; and Jeff Busch, KC9UIE.
Approximately 40 attended the event.
The 2017 schedule of events and meeting was distributed to those
in attendance by Jimmy Merry, KC9RPX. Bloomington Amateur
Radio Club will have a new location for it meetings in 2017. The
meetings in 2017 will be held at the Bloomington City Hall Showers
building at 401 N Morton St. in Bloomington.
The K9IU Amateur Radio Club at Indiana University participated
in the November Sweepstakes CW contest in early November.
Despite some initial issues in computer logging software and ongoing
antenna problems on the 40 and 80 meters, K9IU did manage to make
contacts on 15 and 20 meters during the day and snagged the
Northwest Territory multiplier on 10 meter on Saturday.
More fun facts – Joe Fitter, K7JOE who was a past president of the
K9IU radio club in the late 1980's as an undergraduate student and is
back again at Indiana University as both a graduate student and a
faculty member / instructor.
The Bloomington High School South Amateur Radio Club
(K9SOU) has been undergoing repairs and a station
upgrade. Mike Poe, KB9SGN took down the SteppIR antenna,
and the students removed the motors and sent them off for repair
and wired a new rotor. The old rotor didn't have a working
indicator. The new rotor is repaired SteppIR is ready to go back
up the tower.
Dr. Scott Wright, K0MD, led a fund raising effort to purchase
an Ameritron 600 watt solid state amplifier for the station. Dave
Anderson, K4SV, also donated a new Icom IC-7300 transceiver, a
Gordon West morse code course on CD, and arranged for
Vibroplex to donate a set of BY-1 paddles. We have installed all

Monroe County PIO Jimmy Merry, Jr. KC9RPX
The Bloomington Amateur Radio Club (K9DIY) held its annual
Christmas Party on December 2 and the election of 2017 officers and
board of directors with the following results: President Jimmy Merry,
KC9RPX; Vice President Tim Day, AC9ML; Secretary / Treasurer
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this equipment, and purchased the remote-control software for the
IC-7300 so the students can use the radio from home once the
antenna is back in place. K9SOU also reorganized the station,
added shelving, and added a 27" monitor from a Black Friday
special. They have moved the FT-847 to be our main VHF/UHF
rig and our backup HF rig and is considering selling most of our
other HF equipment to pay for the remainder of the upgrades.

K9SOU is also selling Honeybaked Ham gift cards through
December 20, K9SOU will receive 20% of the purchase price as a
donation. For those that shop at Honeybaked Ham, please order a gift
card to use for payment so that we get a donation as well. Here is a
link to assist K9SOU
https://honeybakedfundraising.com//fundraisers/Ham_for_Ham

Carl Luetzelschwab K9LA donated to the cause as well, and
donated a Heil headset, a Kenwood Antenna Tuner, a copy of the
ARRL Handbook, and other books and used equipment. We are
grateful for all the donations.

Whitley County PIO Roger McEntarfer, N9QCL
I announced in the local newspapers: Columbia City Post & Mail,
Churubusco News and South Whitley The Tribune News, Local WJHS
91.5 FM (Whitley County Joint High School) radio station, Local Web
based News: Columbia City Talk of the Town and Churubusco Busco
Voice Several and HF Nets: Indiana Traffic Net, Interstate Side Band
Net and the Michigan Buzzard Roost Net and several of the local 2M
and 70 CM nets around the northern Indiana area about the Whitley
County Amateur Radio Club (WCARC) General Meeting on
November 10, 2016 and the Whitley County Amateur Radio Club
(WCARC) Dinner Meeting on December 8, 2016.

K9SOU will be starting a morse code class during a bonus
period at school for 8 weeks on Fridays starting December 9,
which will use the donated CDs as the primary source of
instruction.
K9SOU finished in 2nd in the high school division for Fall School
Club Roundup, despite not being able to use the new amplifier nor the
SteppIR antenna. We used our 3rd backup antenna, an off center fed
dipole. The R6000 vertical is in very poor shape, and is probably
going to be removed from being a backup antenna. We look forward
to having everything working for the next one in February. In order to
pay for the rest of the station upgrades, that K9SOU needs to raise
about another $600. We would gladly accept donations, which are tax
deductible.
K9SOU worked a few countries during CQ Worldwide SSB
hoping to raise our confirmed DXCC entities up to 100. We are
currently at 94. Hopefully these stations will be on Logbook of
the World.

The next W5YI Test session will be held on Saturday January 28,
2017 from 9:00 to 11:00 AM,
In Community Room A of the Peabody Library 1160 E. State Rd. 205
- Columbia City, Indiana.
73’s
Roger McEntarfer/ N9QCL
Whitley County PIO
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Allen County PIO Jay Farlow, W9LW

basis. Please include names, dates, and photos with your newsworthy
items. Send information to me at kc9rpx@gmail.com.

In November, I:
• Successfully completed the ARRL PR-101 course.
• Received the PIO appointment.
• Began updating my list of Fort Wayne-area news media
contacts, especially with regards to recent news staff changes
caused by the sale earlier this year of two of Fort Wayne’s TV
stations.

Indiana Affiliated Club News
Allen County Amateur Radio and Technical Society - Held the Ft.
Wayne Hamfest and operated a W9I Indiana Bicentennial special
event Station. Carl Luetzelschwab K9LA and Joshua Long W9HT
DXCC did card checking, while manning the ARRL table and going to
the ARRL Forum, they also made about 50 QSOs
Bloomington ARC - The Bloomington Amateur Radio Club
(K9DIY) held its annual Christmas Party on December 2 and the
election of 2017 officers and board of directors with the following
results: President Jimmy Merry, KC9RPX; Vice President Tim Day,
AC9ML; Secretary / Treasurer William Wootton AC9ML; PIO Carol
Emmons, KD9BSJ. The board of Director are 2017-Ray Stevens,
KB9LGS; Richard Phillips, WA9TH; 2018-Bill Evans, N9SYI; and
Jeff Busch, KC9UIE. Approximately 40 attended the event.
BARC has a new location for meetings in 2017 at the Bloomington
City Hall Showers building at 401 N Morton St. in Bloomington.
A new website design www.bloomingtonradio.org is under
construction.

Affiliated Club Coordination
Reminder that annual reports for each of the Indiana ARRL affiliated
clubs are very important and are required to be updated at least once a
year. There are a few clubs that have neglected to keep their report up
to date in recent years. The clubs with reports over 2 years are at risk
of losing their affiliation status due to inactivity. These clubs need to
log-in to the ARRL website and edit their reports as soon as possible.
It’s that time of year as many clubs will be electing new officers and
board members in 2017, this would be a great time to update your
club’s information.
Expiring soon will be Wells County ARC and Off the Grid Radio
and Electronic Society
Expired annual reports are: Lake Co., Tri State, Zion Lutheran, IN
Masonic Home, Goshen ARC, Clark Co. ARC, Hoosier Repeater
Builders, Grant Co. ARC, Tri County HF, Elkhart ARC, Porter Co
ARC, Purdue University.
Each of the Indiana affiliated clubs is urged to submit a short
paragraph or two about what is happening in your club on a regular

Bloomington High School South – The Bloomington High School
South Amateur Radio Club (K9SOU) has been undergoing repairs and
a station upgrade. Mike Poe, KB9SGN took down the SteppIR
antenna, and the students removed the motors and sent them off for
repair and wired a new rotor. The old rotor didn't have a working
indicator. The new rotor is repaired SteppIR is ready to go back up the
tower.
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Technical Specialists – Helping Hams

K9SOU will be starting a morse code class during a bonus
period at school for 8 weeks on Fridays starting December 9,
which will use the donated CDs as the primary source of
instruction.

For many of us the amateur radio event of the month in Indiana was
the Fort Wayne Hamfest, once again it was a premiere event with a
great crowd and plenty of deals to be made. It was good to see a
number of people who it seems I only have the opportunity to see a
few times a year at this and other hamfests.

K9SOU finished in 2nd in the high school division for Fall School
Club Roundup, despite not being able to use the new amplifier nor the
SteppIR antenna. We used our 3rd backup antenna, an off center fed
dipole. The R6000 vertical is in very poor shape, and is probably
going to be removed from being a backup antenna. We look forward
to having everything working for the next one in February. In order to
pay for the rest of the station upgrades, that K9SOU needs to raise
about another $600. We would gladly accept donations, which are tax
deductible. Contact Neil Rapp WB9VPG for information.
Indiana University – The K9IU Amateur Radio Club at Indiana
University participated in the November Sweepstakes CW contest in
early November. Despite some initial issues in computer logging
software and ongoing antenna problems on the 40 and 80 meters,
K9IU did manage to make contacts on 15 and 20 meters during the
day and snagged the Northwest Territory multiplier on 10 meter.

From around the Technical Specialist’s Mark, K9MQ visited the new
Ham Radio Outlet location that was formerly Amateur Electronic
Supply in Milwaukee and provides a report of the visit. He also
mentions a new digital mode for meteor scatter so take a look at his
report for some really interesting information! Ed, K3HTK provides
some information on Raspberry Pi as do a couple other Technical
Specialists this month. And really surprising is that digital Tony,
W9AMT mentions going to a tube rig! So kick back and read through
the reports to find out what’s happening in the technical arena around
the state.
I’m still looking to add Technical Specialists in some underserved
areas especially in the East Central and South Eastern area of the state.
If you’re interested or want to find out more send me an email.

Happy and safe holidays,

73,
Mark Westermeier, N9OZ
Indiana Section Technical Coordinator
N9OZ@arrl.net

Jimmy Merry, KC9RPX
INARRL Affiliated Club Coordinator
KC9RPX@arrl.net

Technical Specialists Reporting for November 2016: N9QCL, NI9Y,
N7BBW, WA9FGT, K3HTK, W9WEL, N9LYY, NF9K, W9AMT,
W9BGJ, WB8WOR, AC9HP, K9MQ, KB9BVN, N9SFX, N9OZ
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73’s
Roger McEntarfer/ N9QCL
Whitley County TS

TS November Reports:
N9QCL

NI9Y

I am back to work full time and really busy in there catching up after
being gone for over two months..

I had a 85 foot Oak tree cut down only 10 feet from the house. I had
to
take down my 160 meter CFZ then made a 160 meter vertical quarter
wave loop. It works great at only 15 to 25 feet high. Our waterhole is
1.810 MHz evenings at 8 o'clock.

As for Technical Specialist activities:
I helped at the Fort Wayne Hamfest with Directing inside Traffic on
Friday afternoon and evening November 11, 2016 and with the W5YI
Test session at the Fort Wayne Hamfest on Saturday November 12,
2016.
I helped Steve Holzinger KC9WBR install a new 6-80 M Windom
antenna and a couple new coaxes with some help from Don Evilsizor
KA9QWC. We used my newly purchased RigExpert AA-170 analyzer
to test out the new HF antenna along with his other 2 & 6 meter
antennas.

73's Dan
N7BBW
We held a training class on Ham Mesh Network. Next month we will
have a follow-up class.

Elections were held for the Whitley County Amateur Radio Club and
lucky me was elected Vice President for the 2017 year. In this position
I am responsible for the programs for each meeting, if anyone would
like to give a presentation or have any ideas for programs for one of
our WCARC meetings next year’s please send me an email.

73s N7BBW
Lou in Floyd County

The next Whitley County Amateur Radio Club General meeting will
be held on Thursday January 12, 2017 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, In
Community Room A of the Peabody Library 1160 E. State Rd. 205 Columbia City, Indiana. The program for the evening will be presented
by Amy Biggs, the Whitley County Emergency Management Agency
Director.

P25 – Over this past month I have been experimenting with P25
reflectors using a DV4Mini (Compact Raspberry Pi Edition) with my
Motorola APX7000. I would have to say it seems pretty solid and
working well! Highly recommend for anyone interested in a DV4Mini
and trying out P25. I know there are much better options than the
DV4mini from what I am hearing, but have not had the time to really
look into and decide on which is the better platform as an RF to Digital
Hotspot.

K3HTK

The next W5YI Test session will be held on Saturday January 28,
2017 from 9:00 to 11:00 AM, In Community Room A of the Peabody
Library 1160 E. State Rd. 205 - Columbia City, Indiana.
12

ADS-B – I completed a solar powered all-in-one ADS-B receiver
setup that includes uploading data to the FlightAware site
(http://flightaware.com/). You can also monitor the traffic directly on
the Raspberry Pi using any web browser connected directly to it. Some
more info about this project can be found here if you would like to get
started: http://flightaware.com/adsb/piaware/ I am also looking into
receiving and decoding the Weather Data side of ADS-B. There are
some pretty slick do-it-yourself methods out there to plot aircraft as
well as receive weather data over the air which is then presented as an
overlay onto maps.
Other than that, not much else other than helping another ham move a
tower for a hex beam project of his. Hoping to learn more about
constructing my own. Curious if anyone can fill me in on his or her
Hex beam experience and if you have built one. Very expensive to
buy, but is it worth it versus build?
Everyone have a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
73,
Ed
K3HTK

some forms in order to support different email addresses for the IRC
staff.

NF9K

I wish everyone a very safe and very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!

Donated an unused 30' tower to another local ham. The tower was
originally donated to me, and I was able to replace it with a 55' one, so
I paid it forward.
Setup my openSPOT to connect to a home-brew SharkRF server and
utilized the openSPOT all the way down to Gatlinburg, TN, connected
to a USB cellular modem via a CradlePoint router. This made for a
very portable and dedicated means of communication. I plan to do
some additional work with the SharkRF server software, but was
impressed with what I've seen thus far.
At the request of our repeater trustees, the Crossroads Talkgroup
(#8710) was extended to the K4USD DMR Network. I worked with
W2XAB to setup the necessary c-Bridge CC links to make this
initiative a success.
That's pretty much it for November. Looking forward to the latter part
of December and taking some much needed time off. I hope to kick
start some stalled projects during that time.

November was not as radio active due to vacation, the Thanksgiving
Holiday and an impromptu business trip to South Carolina for
work. However, I did manage to generate some activity, so here goes:

73,
Bill Atkinson, NF9K
ARRL Technical Specialist

Obtained four TYT MD-380 DMR radios, flashed them with the
MD380Tools firmware, using a Raspberry Pi, and got them shipped up
to four very excited amateurs in Homer, Alaska.

www.nf9k.net
www.crossroadsdmr.org
W9AMT

Performed some administration work on the IRC website, updating
some out of date information, publishing minutes, etc. Also re-worked

November was a slow month technically speaking. I made the trip up
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to the Ft Wayne Hamfest this year and took the Hoosier DMR
roadshow demo along. As always a good show and I managed to get
our beloved Technical Specialist Coordinator Mark Westermeier setup
with a DMR radio/ID! Ft Wayne is always a good show to finish out
the year with. Seemed as though attendance was down a bit, but did
manage to see some old friends and make some new contacts.

faces and meet some of our new appointees as well. Most of
November was taken up with Hamfest Preparation I have spoken with
another instructor or two and we are hoping to kick off licensing
classes in the Fort Wayne area after the first of 2017. That's about it
for November I wish everyone the Merriest of Christmases and a
prosperous New Year. Very 73 from our household...

Still playing with the TH-D74A and re-learning DSTAR. A very cool
rig for sure. Rumors are that Kenwood will be debuting a new mobile
and HF rig at Hamvention in 2017, so we shall see what that has to
offer. The new HF rig would be a replacement for the TS-2000, with
2M/220/440 and 1.2 standard! That's exciting.

BRIAN G JENKS W9BGJ
ARRL TECHNICAL SPECIALIST

Expansions continue on the Statewide DMR system. Been helping
Chris Morgan KC9TKJ get his new Scipio machine setup in the
cBridge. Also lent a hand out to Jim W9CTO on getting his VHF
repeater codeplug setup. My VHF system is still in the works, however
I don't think I'll have it up by years end. Too many other irons in the
fire sadly.

I gave a talk on software-defined radio to the Bloomington Amateur
Radio Club at their November meeting.

I am starting to toy with the idea of buying a boat-anchor station.
Looking at an FT-101F. That was my first HF rig, and it has some
nostalgia to it. Nothing beats the sound of a good tube rig.

November started off as a slow month.

WB8WOR

Tom Busch WB8WOR
AC9HP

Gary KA9ZYL and I helped Chuck KD9DHT with raising his antenna
a little further. He purchased a launcher that uses PVC and air
pressure to launch fishing line over a tree.

Hope everyone has a great December. Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to everyone. 2016 has been a prosperous year for me for
sure. So much to be thankful for. 73 all!

This method does work but you still have the issue of keeping the
dipole ends from getting tangled into tree branches.

Tony Tolbert
W9AMT

Erik KC9WRY added two section to his tower and I helped with bring
the tower down and adding the sections. We had about 4 guys
helping and we could get the tower back up. After a evening of
messing around it finally took a back hoe the next day to raise it.

W9BGJ
Hello, Mark and everyone reporting this month. November cruised
right by in timely fashion and we now have another ARRL State
Convention behind us for another year it was great to see so many
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Participated in the November sweepstakes.

waited) and will likely be on-sale for a while yet making its new price
close to 1300.00. If you can afford an upgrade this may be the rig to
do that with.

My final score was 11,342 and I made 107 contacts only working 53
of the sections.

I am curious to get my hands on a FT-991A and compare it to the
IC7300. Adding 2m and 70cm plus dual receive to the IC7300 would
make a great replacement for the TS-2000 but Icom kept it as an
HF+6M rig.

I really enjoyed this contest and during the contest I was able to use
my icom 7300. The Icom 7300 has a beautiful spectrum
display. During the contest I was able to see the effects of different
controls on the radio. The real-time spectrum helped to key in the RF
gain with visual cues as well as improved readability in audio.

I ordered a TYT-UV8000E HT radio. This radio was purchased for
the purpose of putting on the Hendricks County Experimenters Drone
and using the cross band repeat capabilities on UHF/VHF. The radio
is selling at an amazingly low price on amazon and other
retailers. The radio is a TriBand radio and does 2m/70cm and
1.25m.

During a few pile ups having the IC7300 I was able to get a better
picture of what was going on around the contact I was trying to work.
I was also able to use the voice recorder on the IC7300 for calling CQ
or responding during the contest allowing my voice to be saved for
other activities.

I ended the month off helping Chuck KD9DHT with some RFI from
his antennas new position. Adding a ferrite to the VGA cable on his
Television he uses for his ham shack fixed the RFI issue.

Another interesting feature is that you can take screen shots of the
display and save them to your memory card. This feature could be
improved by making the card available as a disk drive on the computer
but that does not exist (yet).

Running the K3S remote had a challenge that I could not see the SWR
or the ALC meters because those features just are not available from
HRD or other CAT control software. I use Win4K3Suite for remote
control of the K3S and KX3 radios. I emailed the author (VA2FSQ Tom) to see if he could remedy this solution and the hooks to get this
data just do not exist in the Elecraft firmware for the K3S.

The built in tuner is designed as usual for 3:1 or less SWR. However
this radio has a emergency mode that turns the usually weak tuner into
a 10:1 tuner but reduces the power to 1/2. I have opted to keep my
LDG tuner on the IC7300 and not use the internal tuner until I can get
a better antenna system. Parts of 80m cannot be tuned because my
80m antenna is naturally tuned on the lower end of 80 meters.

He suggested getting a webcam. I ordered a webcam and found out
that Teamviewers remote webcam support required interaction from
the machine being controlled and could not be turned on remotely.

The IC7300 has been on sale since black Friday (And I should have
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I found a freeware program called BroadCam. BroadCam turns your
PC into a video server for your web cams. BroadCam is free but
offers a paid version for only 59 dollars that allows some
customization. I believe in supporting software vendors so I ordered
the paid version even though the free version was perfectly usable.
BroadCam is sold by NCH Software
here: http://www.nchsoftware.com/broadcam/

Attended the November meeting of the Lake County Amateur Radio
Club. I informally spoke to the membership about the Technical
Specialist program.
I have been trying a couple new things in the shack. With the first
VHF DMR repeater in Northwest Indiana now on the air, I purchased
a Motorola XPR7550e (VHF) to use with this system. I am going to
be conducting some performance tests between the VHF and UHF
repeater. I do notice VHF DMR is much nicer than analog not having
to hear all the local noise.
During a band opening on Thanksgiving Day, I discovered a new
digital mode that they are using on VHF and UHF for meteor scatter
called MSK144 which uses forward error correction. There is talk that
this mode may eventually replace FSK441. I have received many
“pings” and decodes over the past few days, but I have only been
successful with one contact which was relatively close on six meters.
I’m hoping this mode will be another tool that I can use to work the
last few states I need on six meters for Worked All States, along with
filling in grids for VUCC endorsements.
On November 19th, I took a trip up to the Milwaukee and visited the
new Ham Radio Outlet (HRO) location that was formerly Amateur
Electronic Supply (AES). It was about five or six years since I last
visited. HRO did a great job with making sure the shelves and pegs
were fully stocked. The new demo wall makes the trip worthwhile. I
counted over thirty-three transceivers that were ready to be used on the
air. Most brands and price ranges were represented.
73 Mark, K9MQ
mark@k9mq.com

Now if I am operating remotely and the wind snaps my dipole I should
be able to see the SWR spike and stop transmitting without
harm. This has happened twice since I've been a ham I suspect it will
happen again.
Happy Holidays and may your stockings be stuffed with connectors
and cables…
K9MQ
November was a busy month for me. The highlight of the month was
helping Hobart High School track and successfully recover their high
altitude balloon. I will be writing more about that in a separate article,
but thank you to everyone that helped make it a great success.
I mentioned last month that I was mentoring a local ham with learning
the code. He is progressing along and spirits are high. I got a chance
to evaluate a MFJ Pocket CW tutor that he had purchased.
Updated the Hoosier DMR community codeplug for the Tytera
MD380/Connect System CS700.
Helped someone who wanted to join QCWA with finding
documentation of when they were first licensed. They were
successfully issued a QCWA number.

KB9BVN
Not much to report this month, Thanksgiving holiday kept me pretty
busy. I did assist with a VE Test session this month, and gave a used
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ARRL Handbook to a newly minted Technician, who just so happens
to be a Boy Scout. Passed out a couple other amateur radio books to
IEN for them to distribute as well. Experiments with the Raspberry Pi
continue in the shack but nothing new to report right now. Wishing
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Remember,
antenna work in the snow and sleet is always guaranteed to being in
big time DX!

I was fortunate to pickup a new Tytera MD380 DMR portable at the
Fort Wayne Hamfest and do have to say I’m sort of hooked on it. I
delayed about as long as I could before answering the call of this
technology. Many thanks to Tony, W9AMT for helping me take the
plunge.
One of the most unexpected outcomes of the DMR purchase was that
it rekindled my interest in my Icom D51 Dstar portable, I certainly
didn’t see that one coming nor can I explain it. I’ve pretty much
decided that I can’t possibly live long enough to fully grasp and master
all the wonderful and diverse technologies of amateur radio, they seem
to grow and expand in a logarithmic game of catch up, it just isn’t
possible and then there is always the lure of early modes of operation.
I even dusted off some of my ATV gear in preparation for the winter
ahead, did anybody say, “moonbounce”? Gotta get going too much to
try. Happy Holidays to All. 73,

73 de KB9BVN
Brian Murrey
N9SFX
Our daughter (N9ZZTop) just got back from Nepal Monday. She left
one day before the earthquake. Could not talk her into a DXpedition.
The audio of 146.685 repeater in Valpo is coming out on the 146.97
repeater in Michigan City. The output of the 146.685 has a heterodyne
quality to it. No one over that way seems to be eager to take care of the
problems.

Mark Westermeier, N9OZ

Official Observers – We’re Here to Help

Now and then I notice someone sign off from a QSO with a "Bye" or
"73" and no call sign. I guess we can hope they are licensed. That's not
as bad as the foul language that I hear on the amateur airwaves. Young
people are supposed to be the future of ham radio. What parent wants
to hear their child using the kind of language that they heard on the
ham bands?
Merry Christmas,

Pete,

November 2016 OFFICAL OBSERVER
COORDINATOR’S REPORT
TOTAL NUMBER OF OFFICIAL OBSERVERS: 13
HF MONITORING HOURS: 132
VHF/UHF MONITORING HOURS: 109
ADMINISTRATIVE HOURS: 9.75
ADVISORY NOTICES SENT: 8

N9SFX

N9OZ
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NTS By the Numbers

GOOD OPERATOR CARDS SENT: 3
Our Indiana Section Official Observers contributed
261.75 hours to assisting hams. Good work!

National Traffic System – Net Gains
Hello everyone and thanks to everyone reporting this month. Was
good to see so many at the Fort Wayne Hamfest and ARRL State
Convention in November. Numbers are looking good this month and i
personally can see a steady increase in traffic coming in and going out
as well lets keep up the good work! You'll see the totals in the full
monthly report. In closing i'd like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas
and a prosperous New Year as we bring 2016 to a close, Hard to
believe we are coming up on a new year! Looking forward to working
with everyone in 2017.....Very 73

Brain G. Jenks, W9BGJ
ARRL Indiana Section Traffic Manager
w9bgj@arrl.net
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Amateur Radio Emergency Service – In Action
SEC Comments
November was a busy month, I was
honored to be able to speak at the ARES
forum at the Fort Wayne Hamfest, I would
like to thank everyone who took the time
out of a busy weekend to attend the forum,
the main presentation on Deployment
Preperation was presented by Jim
Moehring KB9WWM, great job Jim! On November 18th, I met with
the Clark County ARES Emergency Coordinator Russell Meredith
KC9JAV before we headed to the Clark County Amateur Radio Club
Meeting, they had a great presentation on antennas. With a short turn
around I headed out on Saturday morning, November 19th to give a
presentation to the Owen County Amateur Radio Club, this
presentation was on emergency preparedness, something we could all
probably stand to brush up on!
In November with the help of the Indiana Section Manager Brent
Walls, N9BA, we created the new Indiana ARES Google group, we
will be transitioning from Yahoo Groups over to the Google Groups
throughout December, we will stop using the Yahoo group on
December 31st. To join the Indiana ARES Google group, go to
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/indiana-ares. This group
will allow further discussion of ARES related activities throughout the
section.
We listened to all of our EC’s and DEC’s and have updated the new
ARES reports to give you the feedback you so desired. The new
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reporting allows for easier and more accurate compiling of the section
ARES report that I send to the ARRL, so I would like to personally
thank everyone for their patience and please let me know of any other
way we can improve this reporting process.

ARES by the Numbers
NUMBER OF ARES MEMBERS (REPORTED): 714
MEMBERSHIP CHANGE (REPORTED): 4
NUMBER OF ASEC/DEC/EC/OES REPORTS RECEIVED: 39
NUMBER OF APPOINTEES NOT REPORTING: 35

Finally, I spent some time in November planning the ARRL Indiana
Section ARES DMR Net, this new net will take place every Tuesday
night at 7:00 PM EST on the Indiana Statewide 3118 DMR talk-group.
The purpose of this net, which is a mirror of the Indiana Section ARES
HF net, is to share news and success stories of the ARES teams
throughout the section. DMR is a growing mode of communication on
the Amateur community and allows many ARES volunteers without
HF capabilities to stay connected in the section. I would like to thank
the Hoosier DMR and Crossroads DMR groups for their support with
this endeavor. If anyone is interested in being bet control for this net
they can email me at ku9v@arrl.net

ASEC's REPORTING: K9DUR
DEC's REPORTING: N1LL District 02, KC9RVL District 06,
W9EEU District 07
ADEC's REPORTING: K9DUR District 07
EC's REPORTING: KC9PRR Adams County, KB9WWM Allen
County, K9JAJ Bartholomew County, WB9HLA Blackford County,
KV9N Cass County, K9PLG Dearborn County, KC9ELU Decatur
County, NQ8E Delaware County, N9TU Fayette County, N9MOX
Hancock County, W9WXN Harrison County, KB9DJA Hendricks
County, KC9RLC Jennings County, N9SIU Johnson County, AB9ZA
Kosciusko County, W9SOX Marion County, WD9GIU Miami
County, K9TEM Monroe County, N9JPX Morgan County, K9EOH
Owen County, AC9KF Saint Joseph County, WR9G Scott County,
KC9GUY Steuben County, W9CDU Sullivan County, N9GKE
Tippecanoe County, W9COD Vermillion County, W9VKD Vigo
County, KB9ZJV Wayne County,

DEC Opportunities
I am looking to fill several District Emergency Coordinator positions
throughout the section including districts 1, 5, 9 and 10. Please share
these opportunities with your ARES team, at club meetings or other
gatherings in those districts. Anyone who has interest in serving as a
District Emergency Coordinator should contact me directly.
Responsibilities and requirements of a District EC can be found on the
ARRL website at http://www.arrl.org/district-emergency-coordiantor
73,
Tony Stokes, KU9V
ARRL Section Emergency Coordinator, Indiana Section
KU9V@ARRL.NET

OES's REPORTING: W9LW Allen County, NN7C Marion County,
K9IUB Monroe County, K9DUR Vigo County, KC9TYA
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Vanderburgh County, KA9QWC Whitley County,

with the hope that a reliable path to IDHS can be established for west
central Indiana.
Attended the Ft. Wayne Hamfest. The forums that I was able to attend
were excellent. They were well prepared and very well presented.

NUMBER OF LOCAL ARES NETS ACTIVE: 48
NUMBER OF TEAMS WITH NTS LIAISON: 14
TOTAL NUMBER OF NET SESSIONS, DRILLS/TESTS THIS
MONTH: 8
TOTAL DRILLS PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 846.04

Indiana ARES November ADEC Comments
District 7 K9DUR: Attended the Clay County ARES meeting. Setup
& installed a packet PBBS & KA-Node on 145.050 MHz at the Clay
County ARES station (N9CCA) located at the Clay-St Vincent
Hospital in Brazil, IN. This is part of a project to establish a reliable
packet path from District 7 to IDHS in Indianapolis. Checked into 65
NTS & ARES nets during the month.

PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS REPORTED: 6
TOTAL PSE PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 171
EMERGENCY NETS REPORTED: 1
TOTAL EMERGENCY PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 6

Indiana ARES November EC Comments
TOTAL NUMBER OF ARES OPERATIONS THIS MONTH: 93
TOTAL PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 1023.04

Allen County KB9WWM: It was great to see many of the team
members at the FWRC Hamfest. I was fortunate to present at the
ARES forum which was well attended. The topic of the forum was
Preparation for Deployment and seemed to be well received with lots
of good discussion.

IN ARES SECTION NET
Sessions= 4 QNI = QTC = 31 QTR = 58 minutes
Indiana ARES November DEC Comments
District 6 KC9RVL: Attended IN ARES Seminar at Ft Wayne
Hamfest; 2 Monthly Club Meetings in Delaware Co (MAARC and
EmComm ECI)

Bartholomew County K9JAJ: The Bartholomew Co. ARES (BCARES) Team will be conducting its annual mandated S.E.T. on
Saturday, Dec.10, in conjunction with the ARES teams of Decatur and
Jennings Counties. An advanced "Thank You!" to both of those teams
and all who participate.

District 7 W9EEU: "Attended monthly meetings in Clay and Owen
counties. The Clay County group completed set up of a VHF packet
BBS and node (N9CCA on 145.050) at the Clay St. Vincent hospital in
Brazil. Work is in progress to install a packet station in Putnam county

Cass County KV9N: Unfortunately there was not reported activity
this month
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Dearborn County K9PLG: The RACES meeting of 11/3/2016
opened at 7:24 PM with RACES Officer Doug Oldham, KB9SZS
presiding. There were 15 attendees.
Topics discussed were as follows:
1. Doug welcomed a new member to RACES, Bart, KD9GIH. Bart’s
son is also currently studying for his first ham license. Welcome Bart.
2. New entry software is being installed for the EOC on 11/4/2016. If
anyone has a problem with their ID badge not working, please contact
Doug Oldham, douglasoldham@comcast.net
3. Sherri Black has joined the staff of the Dearborn County EMA and
will be working with RACES in the future. We will add her to our
mailing list and welcome Sherri.
4. Before tonight’s meeting Doug started and moved the large white
communications truck and function tested it to be sure of its readiness.
5. During field day, it was discovered that 3 of our generators needed
repair. Richard, KC9LIW has volunteered to do the work on two 4K
generators and one 7.5K generator if they can be repaired.
Additionally, we have asked for a budget item for a new 8K generator.
6. Todd Schutter, KY4TS, indicated that the Honor Flight Half
Marathon on November 13th still could use a few volunteer ham
operators. If you can help contact Todd KY4TS@yahoo.com
7. A new more powerful laptop is being set up to run our packet
radios. It will be loaded with Winlink and possibly Ham Radio
Deluxe.
8. There was much discussion on the use of the two communications
trucks. The older red truck is becoming less and less dependable so we
may have to try to use the larger white truck and equip it with more
radios and band capability. This discussion was tabled for further
discussion in future meetings.
9. The December 1st meeting is our holiday meeting and everyone is
encouraged to bring a dish and/or treats to share. Guests are welcome.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 PM.
KD9AZW
Harrison County W9WXN: Five weekly sessions of the ARES
training net. Not much activity to report. Will have upcoming training
on Winter preparedness and Winter time reporting of any wintry
precipitation.
Hendricks County KB9DJA: We had 8 new ARES members this
year.
They attended our "Welcome to ARES" class which was held in
November.
One of our hospitals in the county; I.U.Health West, purchased some
amateur radio equipment to be used at the hospital. This includes a
base station, which operates every month during our radio test net. A
radio relay outfit which is set up for cross-band to be used if the base
station is inoperable, and a amateur radio station that can be used for
Packet and/or other digital modes during an emergency. This station
can work along side with their system should the internet fail.
Jennings County KC9RLC: ARES Net Tuesdays 7:30pm, 5 nets, 17
hams
Johnson County N9SIU: The new radio room for Johnson County
ARES/RACES has been completed and now fully operational.
Kosciusko County AB9ZA: On November 19, we conducted a
Simulated Emergency Test in Kosciusko County. Conditions were not
ideal for an outdoor exercise, with a stiff, cold wind and blowing snow
- in other words, perfect conditions for emergency communications.
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We tested VHF conditions across the county, which were poor on that
day, so not a lot of success there. Once other factor was that the central
point that the outlying stations were to report to was near some high
voltage electrical lines, and we suspect this was part of the problem on
VHF. We also set up a 75 Meter station at the central location, and had
good communication to the simulated "headquarters" at a fixed
location. This was especially meaningful to me, as it was my first
attempt to use an HF go-kit I had put together. There were 8 active
participants in the S.E.T., with a couple other guys showing up for the
debrief at the end.

Saint Joseph County AC9KF: We held our SET on November 5,
2016 at the Epworth Memorial Hospital Training center. SET goals
was training to effectively track patients from the scene to the hospital
by using the universal training tags used by EMS and hospitals.
Steuben County KC9GUY: Team working on an update Steuben
ARES Handbook.
Sullivan County N9SWD: On the 12th of November, 6 volunteers
conducted a simplex radio test of the western side of Sullivan County.
A similar test was conducted last year on the eastern side. Two teams
were deployed to the fire stations and schools. Both teams successfully
contacted the Sullivan County EOC via 2m and 70cm on mobile and
HT. The results, from both tests, show that 70cm is the more reliable
band, working everywhere in the county on a HT. We all had a good
time and learned a lot about our county. I hope next year we can
include our new 70cm repeater and 1.25m simplex in our testing.

Marion County W9SOX: Marion County ARES volunteers
participated with other area hams in supporting the Monumental
Marathon at the beginning of the month. Nothing exciting happened
(thankfully), it was a decent day for a run - not to hot, not too cool.
Once again we held our monthly Net Exercise and Demonstration at
Indianapolis Fire Department reserve station 12. Mark - W9MGB, told
a ghost stories and ran net control with KD2KYX learning and
assisting as scribe. For our November 23rd net, we changed our checkin format to allow folks to make any comments and thoughts about
Thanksgiving and anything they might want to share in which they
were thankful for.

Indiana ARES November OES Comments
KC9TYA: Attended the NWS Winter Weather Workshop on Nov.
15th. Did some work on my 80m Loop antenna… Hope everyone had
a Happy Thanksgiving and looking forward to Christmas.

Our local ARES leadership have been looking to 2017 and are making
plans to hopefully engage our volunteers, and gain others who haven't
decided yet.

KA9QWC: Participated in the RACES drill November 19th from the
Whitley County EOC. Our county 2 meter repeater was down, but was
able to reach Peru & Wabash in District 3. That is the way our EOC
contacted W9SEM.

Monroe County K9TEM: Monroe County ARES members
participated in the November county warning siren test and four
weekly ARES Monday Night nets during the month.

W9LW: In November, I Received the OES appointment and
successfully completed IS-700a, “National Incident Mangement
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System (NIMS), An Introduction.” (I had previously completed IS100, “Introduction to the Incident Command System” and IS-288,
“Role of Voluntary Agencies in Emergency Management”). In my role
as a SKYWARN leader, I began working to arrange in-person
meetings with chief meteorologists at Fort Wayne’s ABC and NBC
affiliates, both of whom are recently new to their positions.
I plan to complete within the next few months:
·
IS-200b “ICS for Single Resources and Initial Action
Incidents”
·
IS-800b, “National Response Framework, An
Introduction”
·
IS-802, “Emergency Support Functions (ESF) #2 –
Communications.”

In Closing
We are just weeks away from a new year and new opportunities for the
hams in the Indiana Section. In the new year, I would like to see more
involvement in the ARRL Indiana Section. This simply means that I
want to see more hams helping hams. The following items are ways
that we can help each other.
•

Indiana Section to support local hamfests

In 2017, I plan to have representation from the Indiana Section at
every hamfest across the section. The local club hamfest is very
important to the continued success of the club and the hobby. You
have an opportunity to meet new friends, see what is happening in
other parts of the state, and maybe even run across an old friend. Let’s
help keep Amateur Radio going in Indiana!

Within the next year or so, I hope to complete:
·
IS-29, “Public Information Officer Awareness

•

Increase the number and involvement of ARRL Technical
Specialists

The ARRL Technical Specialists in the Indiana Section have a wealth
of knowledge and information to share. They are involved in many
facets of the hobby and can answer many questions. I would like to
encourage clubs and individuals to engage our ARRL Technical
Specialists if you have a question. If you need help locating someone
to answer your questions then please reach out to the Indiana Section
Technical Coordinator, Mark N9OZ, or myself and we will find you’re
the help.
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•

Increase recruitment efforts using the section website

Social Media is a great tool to grab the someone’s attention and get
them involved in a new hobby. We will be utilizing the Indiana
Section social media accounts to drive those interested to the section
website.
•

Increase the number of ARRL Public Information Officers

You can help us tell the story of Amateur Radio to your local
newspaper, neighborhood publication, radio stations or even TV
station. We need to tell the story of how Skywarn helped save lives,
how Field Day helps us prepare for an emergency, or how your local
club supports the annual marathon. These are the stories that need to
be told and you can help tell them.
These are just a few ideas that I have to help keep Amateur Radio alive
and well in the Indiana Section. I can’t do it all alone so I will need
YOUR help. Yes, YOU! If you are reading this, please consider
helping by either volunteering in your local club or considering an
ARRL appointment.
73,
Brent, N9BA
bwalls@arrl.org
317-895-1592 home
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