Notes From the Section Manager’s Desk…

American Radio Relay League

Indiana Section

The annual ARRL Indiana Section Convention has arrived. The
Fort Wayne hamfest is hosting the event on November 12-13 at
the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum (see the flyer on page
4 for more details). The Fort Wayne hamfest continues to be the
largest attendance hamfest in Indiana with more than 2,500
participants each year. The 73,000 square foot exhibitor space is
crammed with 450 tables of nationally recognized and local
vendors alongside used equipment sales. Three rooms of forums
running concurrently all day long on Saturday provide a variety
of topics to increase your amateur radio knowledge.
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The American Radio Relay League (ARRL)
“To promote and advance the art, science, and enjoyment of amateur
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73,
Brent Walls, N9BA
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Find us on the web at INARRL.ORG
ARES® and Amateur Radio Emergency Service® are registered
trademarks of the ARRL.
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Remembering Friends We’ll Miss …

News from around the Indiana Section
Fort Wayne Radio Club Celebrates Indiana Bicentennial
With Johnny Appleseed Festival Special Event Station
By Steve Nardin, W9SAN

 Chester Jarrell, N9GPW Elwood, IN
All silent key obituary notices should be sent directly to Brent Walls at
bwalls@arrl.org for inclusion in this monthly
column.

It was a rainy, grey, and cool Saturday morning on September 17th,
2016, when the Fort Wayne Radio Club set out to the Indiana – Purdue
campus to operate as W9I, the Indiana Bicentennial Special Event
Station. Chosen to coincide with the Johnny Appleseed Festival going
on in Appleseed Park, our hope was to entice curious festival goers to
check out what we were doing.

Field Organization Appointment Updates
Appointment Resignations / Cancellations:
 Bob Burns, W9BU Assistant Section Emergency Coordinator
 Bob Burns, W9BU District Emergency Coordinator
 Andrew Murrey, N9AWM Technical Specialist

Fort Wayne
Radio Club
trailer
provided
shelter from
the rain during
SES Operation
(photo credit
Al Burke,
WB9SSE)

New Appointments:
 Martin Osterman, KB9ZYI Emergency Coordinator
 Cory Unger, W9CDU Emergency Coordinator

The ARRL appreciates the time and effort every volunteer gives in
serving the Indiana Section and promoting amateur radio. Many
people talk about what should be done, but it takes committed
volunteers to get it done. Thank You!
Although the weather wasn't cooperating, we decided to press on
regardless and put two HF stations on 40 and 20 meters. Tom, KU8T,
was first on the scene, followed by Steve, W9SAN. Charles,
KC9MUT, then arrived with the club trailer in tow. We quickly
realized that the small grassy spot we intended to use (because it was
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State property) would have been damaged by ruts quite easily, so we
instead parked on a River Greenway access path that was filled with
crushed rock.

All in all, we had a successful day on the air promoting the Indiana
Bicentennial. During the six hours of operation, we made 121 contacts
switching between 20m, 40m and local 2m as band conditions
permitted. Those operators fortunate enough to have contacted us may
request a copy of our special event QSL card by sending their QSL
and a SASE to our club address.

We set up as the rain got heavier, but quickly Tom's Honda generator
was powering our two stations, plus 146.91 repeater access via HT's,
and away we went.
We set up at 10:00 am and the plan was to go to 4:00 pm. The QSB
on the bands was terrible, but our half-wave endfed antennas worked
great, and the contacts started flowing! We were joined by Al,
WB9SSE, and Joseph, K9RFZ, as well as Jim, KB9WWM. Later, Jim,
AC9EZ, showed up toward the end and ran a pretty good number of
contacts to help us finish out. Also, Jim and Kim, KB9DOT &
KB9DOS, brought out a dozen Coney dogs, which really helped fuel
the operators through the afternoon. TNX, Kim and Jim!! Other hams
that attended include Wilbur, KB9IQW, and Bob, W9BLI.

Fort Wayne Radio Club
PO Box 15127
Fort Wayne, IN 46885

Al Burke
WB9SSE and
Tom Rupp
KU8T operate
inside the trailer
during the W9I
Indiana
Bicentennial
SES.
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Upcoming Hamfests

FORT WAYNE HAMFEST
& Computer Expo

th

44 Year

Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum
4000 Parnell Ave
Fort Wayne, IN
73,000 sq. ft. all indoors

N OV
12& 13
2016

(Coliseum Parking $5 per vehicle)

73,000$6sq.ft.
all Sun
indoors
Admission:
Sat &
$3 Sun only
Children under 12 free (with adult)
2016 ARRL IN State Convention
WAS & DXCC Checking
New & Used Ham Dealers
Main & Hourly Prizes
Equipment Check-out table
Talk-in 146.880Forums Sat only (see the website)
Tables: $25 Regular (8ft)
$50 Premium (8ft)
$30 Electricity

SAT 9 AM to 4 PM
SUN 9 AM to 2 PM

Ham Radio License Testing ($14)
9 AM till 12 PM Saturday
Get the latest information at

www.fortwaynehamfest.com
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Youth Involvement – Future Hams

Public Information Outreach
It’s hard to believe we are already through September and marching on
through October! October has brought us Hurricane Matthew, right on
the tail of Emergency Preparedness Month; JOTA (Jamboree On The
Air) is right around the corner and the Bill Leonard Award
nominations are now open.

SkyWarn Youth Net to Debut on EchoLink
The SKYWARN Youth On the Air Net is on the air, encouraging
young radio amateurs to get on the air and learn about the SKYWARN
weather-spotting network and basic weather facts.

September and Emergency Preparedness Month saw several amateur
radio groups getting out and showing what amateurs do best,
communicate. Showing off our communication skills during an actual
emergency or during times of public events is what drives our hobby
to new heights. Emergency Preparedness is always an excellent topic
to bring up anytime of the year, along with amateur radio’s role in
those times of need. You can always tie major events like Hurricane
Matthew, smaller scale weather emergencies, or even man made
disasters together and show the need for efficient communications
when all else fails.

The SKYWARN Youth Net meets on most Southwest Missouri
SKYWARN repeaters Sunday evenings at 7:30 PM CT and is open to
all hams via EchoLink.
The net will first take check-ins from young hams aged 25 and
younger. The net also will offer an opportunity for participation by
unlicensed young people in ham radio households who may be
interested in obtaining a ham ticket.
“As this net grows and evolves, we hope to create and present brief
educational segments,” said George Sfair, KJ6TQ. “We invite all
young hams, their families, and the Amateur Radio community in
general to check into this net. Young hams are the future of this hobby,
and we encourage them to get involved, to get out on the air and talk,
and to invite their friends to become hams as well.”

The Bill Leonard award nominations are now open for the 2016 cycle.
This award is given to three professional journalists for outstanding
highlights and coverage of amateur radio in either Audio, Visual, or
Printed media. One award is given in each of those three categories;
the winners are given a plaque and a donation to the winner’s charity
of choice in their name for $250. Nominations must be received by
December 2nd at the ARRL Headquarters. For more information
http://www.arrl.org/bill- leonard-award.

The SKYWARN Youth Net is held on Missouri linked repeaters in
Fordland/Springfield, 145.49 MHz (136.5 Hz tone); Joplin, 145.35
MHz (91.5 Hz tone); Walnut Grove, 147.33 MHz (162.2 Hz tone);
Buffalo, 147.18 MHz (136.5 Hz tone), and Branson, 147.15 MHz
(162.2 Hz tone), as well as on EchoLink node 291849 or NNWS-R. —
Thanks to George Sfair, KJ6TQ

Are you a Radio Club or ARES® Public Information
Officer? Perhaps you are already an ARRL Station
appointee in another field and also assist in
spreading the word about amateur radio in your
appointed area? Or do you simply have a knack for speaking with the
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public or the media? The number of Indiana Section ARRL PIO’s are
very low. We have 92 counties in this state, and including myself,
only have 12 ARRL PIO’s. While I know we may not get close to
having one ARRL PIO per county, the more people we have talking
about amateur radio, the more chances we have to continue to grow
and hopefully reach the youth of today and help guide them to be the
leaders of tomorrow. Please consider becoming an ARRL Station
Appointee as an ARRL PIO. For more information, please feel free to
contact me at KC9WMS@arrl.net.

November 12
Fort Wayne DX Association
Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum

73,

PIO Reports:
Barry Palencer, KC9WMS
ARRL Indiana Section – Public Information Coordinator

Delaware County PIO Jim McDonald KB9LEI

The Bicentennial has begun

It's been a busy period in Delaware County lately. Our fall technician
class has 11 members from all over central Indiana. We listed the
class on ARRL class finder (an often overlooked--yet great--tool); had
flyers in grocery stores, Dairy Queen, library branches and work
bulletin boards. Six of those attending had already purchased books
and were searching for a class.

2016 marks the 200th anniversary of statehood for Indiana. To
celebrate this achievement and promote Amateur Radio, the ARRL
Indiana Section is offering a unique and highly desirable certificate
and individual QSL cards to stations making contact with Indiana
Bicentennial Special Event Stations during this year. Our sincere
thanks to all the clubs that are already committed to operating Special
Event stations as part of the commemoration.

Members of MAARC assisted in communication support for the White
River Clean-up and one of our members said one of the organizers
came to him with praise for how well the communication has been
since hams got involved. We had folks at drop off points, pick up
points and even on the busses. Twelve miles of river got cleaned by
walkers on the banks and kayakers on the water.

At the present time, there are twelve Special Event station operations
slated for this year (see complete list in the Affiliated Club
Coordination column page 14). While each Special Event station may
issue its own QSL cards, the clean sweep certificate will be issued by
the Indiana Section. Indiana Section PIOs stand ready to assist clubs in
publicizing and marketing these local radio/historic events.

Also, pursuant to our bylaws, we are in the process of nominating
officers to take over in November. And, at the same time, we are
getting details finalized on our Christmas party.

W9I – Indiana Bicentennial
Special Event Stations

Jim McDonald
kb9lei@arrl.net
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Hendricks County PIO Barry Palencer KC9WMS

and Indiana University clubs are now back in the classroom and on the
airwaves.

The month of September saw our ARES® group heavily involved in
the planning and preperation of this years Hendricks County
Preparedness Festival. This event highlighted several agencies
involved in emergency preparedness. In attendance were IDHS, and
one of their mobile centers, Hendricks County Sheriff Department, and
their mobile command center, Hendricks County Communications
Center, Hendricks County Health Department and Hendricks County
EMA were just some of the public partners that were in attendance.
From the private and volunteer communities the American Red Cross
and the Salvation Army and their mobile units were also present, along
with Public and Private emergency preparedness stake holders. I
would like to thank all participants for making the festival a success.
Also our ARES® Emergency Coordinator was interviewed for both
the Hendricks County Flyer, and by channel 8 news during the course
of this event.

At the Monroe County Fall Festival “Education Day”,
approximately 1000 students from across Monroe County participated
in the festivities from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. An estimated 125 +
students tried out our amateur radio’s. The children seemed very
interested and expressed some interest to their teachers and parents
that they were interested in studying to become amateur radio
operators.
Many of the teachers and parents wanted for information about
our club meetings and wanted information about amateur radio.
We allowed the children, parents and teachers were allowed to
go third party and try out our handheld radio's on simplex
frequencies.
Unfortunately, we had an antenna issue and couldn’t
participate in the W9I Indiana Bicentennial special event station.

73,
Barry Palencer KC9WMS
Hendricks County ARES AEC-PR
ARRL Indiana Section – Hendricks County PIO
ARRL Indiana Section – Public Information Coordinator

Members from B.A.R.C. that participated in the “Education
Day” event were: Rosalie White, K1STO; Tim Day, AC9ML; Russ
Ryles, N9DHX; Evelyn Ryles, KA9SAW; Bill Wootton, AC9ML;
Vicki McGlocklin, KC9KMV; Jimmy Merry, KC9RPX; and Harriett
Merry.
On September 24, the Bloomington ARC brought a hamfest
back to Monroe County. It has been several years since B.A.R.C. has
held a hamfest in Monroe County. The results were very positive this
year, there were 155 tickets sold for the event. Planning will begin
soon for the 2017 Bloomington hamfest.

Monroe County PIO Jimmy Merry KC9RPX
Greetings from Monroe County,
The month of September has been a busy month for all three clubs
in Monroe County. The Bloomington
Amateur Radio Club participated in the
“Education Day” at the Monroe County
Fall Festival on September 16 and hosted
the Bloomington Hamfest on September
24. Students at the Bloomington South

The students at the K9SOU Club at Bloomington South are back in
the classroom and making plans for this year’s Fall School Club
Round-Up Contest.
The next major event in Monroe County will be the Hilly Hundred
bicycle ride on the weekend of October 22 and 23.
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73’s
Jimmy Merry Jr., KC9RPX
Monroe County PIO

are 13 clubs that need to bring their annual report to current
status. The report for each club can be found and updated by
logging onto the ARRL.org website.
Clubs that are over 1 year since last update are
White Co, Lake Co, Clark Co, Indiana Masonic Home, Grant
Co, Elkhart ARC, Whitewater Valley, Porter Co, Purdue
University, Tri State, Muncie, Tri County, K9IU at Indiana
University.

Affiliated Club Coordination
September 2016 was a very quiet month. I would love to start
hearing from clubs across Indiana on a regular basis about club
activities and newsworthy items. Please also share captioned
photo’s. Send to me at KC9RPX@gmail.com.

Soon to be over 1 year
Whitley Co, Hoosier Repeater Builders, Hoosier Lakes

Upcoming activities across Indiana
October 22
– Shelbyville Tailgate at the Shelby County
Fairgrounds
October 22, 23 – Bloomington – Hilly Hundred bicycle ride
across Monroe County
November 12 – Indiana State Convention at the Indiana War
Memorial and Coliseum in Fort Wayne

73’s
Jimmy Merry, Jr. KC9RPX
IN ARRL Affiliated Club Coordinator

Technical Specialists – Helping Hams

Happenings from around Indiana
Radioville - The Town That Never Was

Received a couple of responses last month looking for someone who
could service a Drake tube-type rig, thanks to all of you who
responded, your responses are greatly appreciated!

The first weekend in October is the date for the Radioville
Special Event Station. Members of the Starke County Amateur
Club set up and operate along side of Highway 421 in
Radioville. This year 11 members were there to operate. 30
contacts were made between the rain storms.

Quite a bit of information in the reports this month covering a variety
of subjects and well worth everyone’s time to read through them.
DMR, Raspberry Pi, FLDIGI, SharkRF, SDR Play, JOTA, FLAMP
and FLMSG all included in the reports!
Hopefully everyone weighed in on the Amateur Radio Parity Act,
which passed the House on September 12th , and have contacted his or
her senator’s so that we have a chance for the Senate to pass it. I’ve
been very interested as my sub-division has a restrictive covenant on
all outside antennas. Please take the time to let your voice be heard!

John Poindexter W3ML, Secretary Starke County Amateur
Radio Club
Another reminder that each of the clubs that are ARRL
affiliated need to take a quick look at their annual report. There
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I’m still looking to add Technical Specialists in some underserved
areas especially in the East Central and South Eastern area of the state.
If you’re interested in finding out more send me an email.
73, mark

NI9Y
My fall project is to build a 40-10 meter portable coaxial loop antenna
for portable use with my Elecraft KX3.
http://carconline.blogspot.it/2009/01/tuneable-magnetic-loop-antennafor-7mhz.html

Mark Westermeier, N9OZ
Indiana Section Technical Coordinator
N9OZ@arrl.net

Not much else to report this month.
Technical Specialists Reporting for September 2016: N9QCL, NI9Y,
N7BBW, WA9FGT, WB9L, K3HTK, W9WEL, N9LYY, K0RL,
NF9K, W9AMT, W9BGJ, WB8WOR, AC9HP, AC9AZ, K9MQ,
KB9BVN, N9OZ

Dan, Ni9Y
Mishawaka, IN

TS September Reports:

Only tech support that I have helped with has been basic repeater
understanding. And performing and reading antenna sweeps. More and
more nice test equipment is coming out and being made available for
the average HAM. But understanding what is being done and how it is
being done needs some learning.

N7BBW

N9QCL
My Technical Specialist activities are still slowed way down with
being off work and still healing up with the broken leg. I will be on the
mend and off work till November 22, 2016.

73s
N7BBW-Louis Kruizinga
Floyds Knobs

I was able to provide Mike Wright KD9JFP some technical support on
where to install a new antenna on his tower, I won’t be installing it this
time at least in the near future as my XYL Jeanne KC9VYT has me
restricted from ladders and towers.

K3HTK
Raspberry Pi / IRLP board cases – One of the biggest complaints I
have heard about using an IRLP board with a Raspberry Pi is that there
are no case options readily available. I am still close to having the
solution. I am designing a case that I should be able to print on my 3D
printer very soon. If anyone is interested in one, please let me know.
I have taken some time to update my FLDIGI installation script once
again for the latest version. I have received great feedback and support
from many all over the world. This script now includes the latest

The next W5YI Test session will be held on Saturday October 29,
2016 from 9:00 to 11:00 AM, In Community Room A and B of the
Peabody Library 1160 E. State Rd. 205 - Columbia City, Indiana.
73’s
Roger McEntarfer/ N9QCL
Whitley County TS
Whitley County PIO
Whitley County W5YI CVE
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Hamlib libraries for rig control as well as the latest available version of
FLDIGI. You can find the script and instructions here:
http://indyham.com/uncategorized/new- fldigi- install-script-forraspberry-pi-latest- version-3-23-14/
Anyone caring to also install FLAMP and FLMSG – I have compiled
an installation script for the Raspberry Pi to do this as well. It can be
found here: http://indyham.com/news/new-easy- install-scriptavailable-raspberry-pi- flamp-2-2-03-and-flmsg-3-00-02/
ADS-B – What is it? This is basically a transponder protocol used for
tracking aircraft which in the US uses a frequency of 1090 MHz. Not
necessarily amateur related, but using simple inexpensive hardware,
you can see what is flying around up there. I have completed a solar
powered all-in-one ADS-B receiver setup that includes uploading data
to the FlightAware site (http://flightaware.com/). You can also monitor
the traffic directly on the Raspberry Pi using any web browser
connected directly to it. Some more info about this project can be
found here if you would like to get started:
http://flightaware.com/adsb/piaware/
I plan to post full details on Indyham.com soon…..
Looking forward to the Ft. Wayne Hamfest!

Activity this month consisted of attending an OEC COMT class. It was
very well put on and many emergency comms setup issues were
addressed. I would recommend it to anyone interested in supporting
there local EMA or other public safety organization.
73
Ron, K0RL
NF9K
Received a website comment from a local amateur looking to use
DMR to communication back to Franklin, IN, once he moves to
Texas. I was able to help him by explaining how the various DMR
Network inter-connect and what TG's he'd likely be able to find in
common.
Responded to another website comment and helped a local amateur
with programming his subscriber ID into his radio. He was using a
template provided by someone else, but couldn't find the ID setting.

73,
Ed
K3HTK

Another website comment regarding the downloading of available
code plugs. Help out by providing some instructions on how to
accomplish the task.

N9LYY

Successfully linked my recently acquired UHF Quantar to a P25
Network in KY/TN. The connectivity is accomplished by using a
wireline card with the v.24 daughter board in the repeater or a third
party adapter if you do not have the v.24 card. You then interface that
with a WIC-1T serial interface card on a Cisco router. The Cisco
router is then configured for serial tunneling which connects in my
case to an AstroTac 300 Comparator. Very cool setup, and the Cisco
stuff is right up my alley. I love it when my work and hobby's cross
over. The repeater is still on the bench, but will begin finalizing
antenna/tower this month and get it up in the air and in service.

Not much to report from rural Warren county for September. Did some
antenna installation help with a mobile set-up. Otherwise a quiet
month.
73
Charlie Sponaugle
N9LYY
K0RL
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I took the time to support the Amateur Radio Parity Act. While it no
longer affects me, I did live for a number of years under a CC&R and
would love for those hams still burdened by such a situation to get
some relief.

more rural you get, the less reliable things are. But I'm happy to report
that impact was minimal and everything came back online after being
rebooted.
Began working on an out-of-state DMR collaboration that has some
promising opportunities. Hopefully things continue to develop and I'll
have more to share in the upcoming months.

Purchased and assembled a BlueDV unit. A very cool/small
DMR/DSTAR interface that uses Bluetooth to an Android device or
USB connectivity to its control application. More info can be found
here: http://www.nf9k.net/?p=698

I believe that's it for September... Oh yeah, besides the fact I'm now a
year older.... 73 until next month!

Received an email from a California Ham looking for assistance in
interfacing an XPR8300 to an RC210 controller. We discussed the
limitations of such a configuration, many of which he wasn't aware of,
but the design is what they're going to use for now. I help him map
out the various lines he'd need to get everything going.

73,
Bill Atkinson, NF9K
ARRL Technical Specialist
ARRL VE/OO
Laurel VE
PODXS 070 Club #1595
30MDG #6014

Ordered a SharkRF OpenSpot device. Hopefully that'll be in before
next month’s report and I can provide some first-hand info. In the
meantime, the device supports DMR (Brandmeister, DMRplus), DStar (DCS, REF/DPlus, XRF/DExtra, XLX), System Fusion (FCS,
YSFReflector) networks. And the biggest thing is it supports cross
modem modes, allowing you to talk with your C4FM radio on DMR,
and with your DMR radio on System Fusion networks. I've seen this
in action and think it could really open some doors for cross-networks
or allow people who have invested in one particular mode to access
others without buying additional radios.

www.nf9k.net
www.crossroadsdmr.org
W9AMT
Hello all. Very slow month in September. Spent most of it sick with
allergies, flu, and then bronchitis. Yuck...

Updated the IRC website with new meeting minutes as well as new
repeater directories and the various associated download files.

In spite of being sick nearly all month, I did make it to the Owen
County and Bloomington hamfests. Good smaller shows, and had the
Hoosier DMR roadshow at both.

Began working on a NOAA weather alert interface that can be used on
the Crossroads DMR network. I have the solution running on the
bench, but still have some logistics to work through.

The new Kenwood TH-D74a arrived on the 30th, so next month will
be my review of that. Excited to get back into dSTAR and to see what
this rig has to offer.

Had some connectivity issues at two of my DMR sites. Cellular
internet is convenient but not nearly as reliable as wired. And the
11

Hopefully all the sickness is done and October is a better month. 73
everyone!

The Hilltop is a short contest that is always fun and is designed to help
get new hams on the air.

Tony Tolbert
W9AMT/WQPV948
INARRL Technical Specialist
317-771-7802

During the month I also managed to destroy my LMR Coax and this
month I will get to work on that repair.
I am helping to teach a class on Wednesday nights for Technician class
license in Plainfield on Wednesdays. I will be hosting the VE testing
session when the classes are over and that will likely be in
November.

W9BGJ
Hello Mark and all reporting this month. Not much to report on my
end of things this month other making plans for the Fort Wayne
Hamfest and Indiana State ARRL Convention this November and a
few antenna projects for when the leaves go off the trees. 73 all and
have a great month...

I was able to help several hams learn how to operate digital
modes, more specifically JT65.
I found using a USB sound card is a good way to interface directly
with a radio instead of using a signallink device. Your radio would
have to be capable of having a interface cable that directly interfaced
with the line-in and line-out on your PC. The radios I have done this
with are the TenTec Omni VII, Icom 746, Icom 718 and the Elecraft
KX3. I suspect many other radios can do a direct interface to a
computer sound card. The advantage of a USB sound card is that
your system sound card can be used for music, movies or even JT
Alert while you operate digital modes. Also if needed you can move
your sound card away from the computer sound card if it causes RFI in
your audio cables.

BRIAN G JENKS W9BGJ
ARRL SECTION TRAFFIC MANAGER INDIANA SECTION
ARRL TECHNICAL SPECIALIST
ARRL OFFICIAL RELAY STATION
w9bgj@arrl.net

AC9HP
Amazing how quick September went by.

Looking forward to JOTA in October and then a few months before
the next year starts.

During the month of September I participated in
the Indianapolis Radio Clubs Hilltop event. I was at Weakley hill with
the Hendricks County Amateur Radio Society and we had a great time.

AC9AZ

For use during the hill top event I built a 6M dipole and a 2m
dipole. I used a TS-2000 radio for 2m SSB. After a while we
switched a arrow style JPole and turned it on its side to make it
directional and we were able to hear much better.

September was a slow month since everyone is winding down from
the summer. A reminder that the Wabash Valley Amateur Radio
Association (WVARA) is sponsoring a "Turkeyfest" which is really a
Hamfest on Nov. 26th at the Clay County Fairgrounds near Brazil,
IN. Exit I 70 westbound at the Brazil Exit and head west on 59. It is
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only a couple of miles from there on your right. You can't miss it. Be
sure to mark it on you calendar.

installed on my computer), but was unsuccessful in getting the FT2DR
one working. I resorted to using a MicroSD card to program the radio.
Within the past year, most of our local public safety channels in Lake
County have transitioned from FM analog to P25 Phase II digital as a
result of E911 consolidation. The scanners that are currently P25
Phase II capable are a little bit on the pricey side. A local scanner
enthusiast has started streaming Lake County public safety to the
Broadcastify.com website. As I only occasionally listen, this saved me
from having to purchase a new scanner. I assisted a local ham with
recommending an appropriate free app for his Android Smartphone, so
he can also listen in.

The WVARA is currently teaching a Technician class and plans on
opening a General class soon. If anyone is interested in the General
class please email me for details at johnswez@hotmail.com.
Last posting I mentioned that several club members including myself
have gotten interested in SDR radio and purchased SDR Play. SDR
Play is a RSP - Radio Spectrum Processor SDR Receiver and is now
available for only $129.95 from Ham Radio Outlet. (I paid $149.95 so
it is discounted). It may be available from other vendors. I am
running a software program SDR UNO that is free. The SDR, a
spectrum processor, will allow you to identify signals on a bandwidth
you choose. It must be attached to a suitable antenna and requires your
PC (interfaces through a USB port). Even though some more
expensive radios have spectrum processors built in this one is a lot of
fun. I will have more on it later. 73

A question came in from someone running a commercial DMR radio,
wondering what would happen if you were running Narrowband FM
(12.5khz) on a traditional Wideband FM (25khz) Repeater.
Another ham wanted to know more about IQ stream samples from
SDR radios. One of the neat things that you can do with SDR radios is
record a block of spectrum (192khz for example) to your computer’s
hard drive for later playback. When you play the sample back, you
can tune up and down and listen in on every signal that appears on the
waterfall. Shortwave listeners for example, can use IQ stream samples
to be able to catch multiple top of the hour id’s on the AM Broadcast
band, with just one receiver.

John Swez AC9AZ
Emeritus Professor of Physics, Indiana State University
Retired
web page "anguscurios.com" (under construction)

Brent Vermeulen’s Senior Engineering and Design class at Hobart
High School have asked me for assistance with tracking their High
Altitude Balloon via APRS. This will be the second year that I have
assisted the class. I ended up purchasing a Yaesu FT2DR handheld to
allow my APRS tracking capabilities to be more portable. Last year, I
had to use a Kenwood TS-2000 base rig in the backseat of my car
along with a laptop for recovery efforts. I lectured to the class on
September 20th , giving a brief overview of amateur radio and APRS.
Outside, we did a demonstration with the Balloon APRS transmitter
and my APRS capable HT. The balloon will also be carrying a Spot
Gen3 Tracker (a commercial satellite tracking service, used a lot by
backcountry hikers) to help with recovery. The APRS Pro iPhone App

K9MQ
September was a quiet month in my shack with other projects going on
around the house. I did manage to work a little bit of JT65 on HF and
update my Flex-6300 to the latest software and firmware. Had an
issue trying to program my new Yaesu FT2DR with a Windows 10
machine. The radio actually uses three different drivers (two for
firmware updates, and one for actual programing). I had no issue
updating the firmware, but was unable to successfully program the
radio thru the USB cable. The programing driver uses the Prolific
USB to Serial chipset (I have many of these adapters successfully
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Official Observers – We’re Here to Help

interfaces with the Spot Gen3 tracker and will also gateway its
position as another SSID out on to the APRS network. It will be nice
this year to view the position of the APRS tracker (-11), the Spot Gen3
(-12), and the recovery vehicle (-9) all on one map. Our launch date
will be the morning of Tuesday, November 1st with Friday, November
4th being a backup date. Look for K9MQ-11 using your favorite
APRS website or tracking program!

AUGUST 2016 OFFICAL OBSERVER
COORDINATOR’S REPORT
TOTAL NUMBER OF OFFICIAL OBSERVERS: 13
HF MONITORING HOURS: 125
VHF/UHF MONITORING HOURS: 161.5
ADMINISTRATIVE HOURS: 7.5
ADVISORY NOTICES SENT: 2
GOOD OPERATOR CARDS SENT: 2

73 Mark, K9MQ
mark@k9mq.com
KB9BVN
In September I worked with local scouting units to get prepared for
JOTA in October. Plans and progress are underway for the Oct 14-16
event. Working on getting a home based UHF/VHF station on the air,
need to get the antenna mast from Lowes and I should be up and
running. Other than that, not much else going on right now.

Indiana Official Observers contributed 294 hours to assisting fellow
Hams. An outstanding job, indeed!

How to Become a Member of the ARRL Amateur
Auxiliary of the Federal Communication Commission
(FCC) In the Indiana Section

73 de KB9BVN
Brian Murrey

I receive many queries as to what is required to become an Official
Observer (OO) in the Indiana Section. So, this month I will address
this question in hopes of seeing many applications for the position.

N9OZ
Responded to three inquiries for assistance this month and talked with
one individual interested in becoming a Technical Specialist. Was able
to carve out a bit of time for working JT65 and Psk31, nothing too
exciting.

To qualify for an OO position in the Indiana Section, one must be a
very active Technician Class license holder of at least four years, or
active higher class of at least one year or more, and be recommended
by our Section Manager (SM) and Official Observer Coordinator
(OOC). Further, one must complete a course of study and complete an
examination.

Mark Westermeier, N9OZ

There are a few things to consider before applying for an OO position
in the Indiana Section:
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1. If one’s motivational interest is to wear a badge of authority, or be
confrontational on the
air, then one should save themselves the embarrassment of their
participation.

Community. They are a great credit to themselves, their families, and
the Amateur Radio Service.
Please join us in providing assistance to making Amateur Radio all it
can be.

2. The OO program does not have a place for Hams that want to be
band cops.

73 all!

3. The OO’s job is to monitor without prejudice, then friendly and
courteously advising

Lou Everett, Sr., WA5LOU
ARRL Official Observer Coordinator, Indiana Section
Telephone: 317-749-9883
E-mail: wa5lou@arrl.net

fellow Amateurs via post cards, which are supplied by the ARRL.
4. At the end of the month the OO sends an activity report to the
OOC. The OOC reviews all the OO reports and compiles them into
a single report for the SM. The SM then forwards the report to the
ARRL who advises the FCC concerning any infractions.

National Traffic System – Net Gains

5. The OO’s responsibility ends here. Enforcement is strictly up to the
FCC.

Hello everyone and thanks for the many
reports received this month as of the time of
this email I have a few that have not reported
for October just a friendly reminder reports are
due at the 6th of each month in order for me to
get them filed and sent to the Section Manager
on time. You can view the full report in this
month’s newsletter. I look forward to seeing many of you next month
at the Fort Wayne Hamfest and Indiana State ARRL Convention have
a great month all and 73....

For Amateurs who have a genuine love and desire for Amateur Radio
and helping others, especially fellow Hams, the OO program is a
perfect place to hang your hat and serve the Amateur Radio
Community.
The place to start is to fill out the application found here:
http://www.arrl.org/fsd-187-application-for-station-appointment.
Once submitted it will be reviewed by ARRL HQ Staff members and
then forwarded to our SM and OOC for their recommendation.
Additional information concerning the OO program can be found here:
http://www.arrl.org/official-observer-1.

Brain G. Jenks, W9BGJ
ARRL Indiana Section Traffic Manager
w9bgj@arrl.net

Folks, we have an outstanding group of Official Observers in the
Indiana Section. Their light shines in the background as they
consistently assist Hams throughout the US Amateur Radio
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NTS By the Numbers
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Amateur Radio Emergency Service – In Action

DEC Opportunities
I am looking to fill several District Emergency Coordinator positions
throughout the section including districts 1, 5, 9 and 10. Please share
these opportunities with your ARES team, at club meetings or other
gatherings in those districts. Anyone who has interest in serving as a
District Emergency Coordinator should contact me directly.
Responsibilities and requirements of a District EC can be found on the
ARRL website at http://www.arrl.org/district-emergency-coordiantor.

SEC Comments
I would like to take this opportunity to
welcome two new Emergency Coordinators
to the Indiana Section, Cory Unger,
W9CDU of Sullivan County and Martin
Ostermen, KB9ZYI of Madison County. If
you get the chance make sure to
congratulate them on the appointments, I
am sure they will do a great job.

73,
Tony Stokes, KU9V
ARRL Section Emergency Coordinator, Indiana Section
KU9V@ARRL.NET

This month we rolled out a new format for submitting EC, DEC and
OES reports using Google Forms, I have heard some concerns and I
anticipated that there would be some growing pains. I appreciate
everyone’s patience as we work to improve this process even further.
The link for reporting can be found on the ARES section of the
Indiana Section webpage or by following this link
http://inarrl.org/index.php/public-service/indiana-ares. I would
appreciate any additional feedback you may have on this process,
please email me directly at ku9v@arrl.net.

ARES by the Numbers
NUMBER OF ARES MEMBERS (REPORTED): 701
MEMBERSHIP CHANGE (REPORTED): +2
NUMBER OF ASEC/DEC/EC/OES REPORTS RECEIVED: 45
NUMBER OF APPOINTEES NOT REPORTING: 30
ASEC's REPORTING: W9BU
DEC's REPORTING: N1LL District 02, KB9WWM District 03,
WR9A District 04, W9BU District 05, KC9RVL District 06, W9EEU
District 07,
EC's REPORTING: KC9PRR Adams County, KB9WWM Allen
County, K9JAJ Bartholomew County, KV9N Cass County, KC9JAV
Clark County, K9PLG Dearborn County, KC9ELU Decatur County,
KC9ZCK Dekalb County, NQ8E Delaware County, N9TU Fayette
County, N9MOX Hancock County, W9WXN Harrison County,
KB9DJA Hendricks County, N9RLO Howard County, KC9EJL Jasper
County, KC9RLC Jennings County, AB9ZA Kosciusko County,
KB9ZYI Madison County, W9SOX Marion County, WD9GIU Miami
County, K9TEM Monroe County, N9JPX Morgan County, K9EOH

Stay Connected with ARES!
The Indiana Section is a large section geographically and sometimes it
is hard to feel connected to the Indiana Section ARES program or
learn about the different events around the section. There are now a
few new ways to stay connected using social media networks. You can
“Like” Indiana Section ARES on Facebook or “Follow” Indiana
Section ARES on Twitter.
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/inarrlares
Twitter: www.twitter.com/IN_ARES
Look for more ways to stay connected with the Indiana Section ARES
program in future newsletters.
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Owen County, AD0TY Parke County, KB9RZK Putnam County,
AC9KF Saint Joseph County, WR9G Scott County, KC9GUY
Steuben County, W9CDU Sullivan County, N9GKE Tippecanoe
County, W9DAC Tipton County, W9VKD Vigo County, KB9ZJV
Wayne County, AB9HP Wells County.
OES's REPORTING: W9WXN Harrison County, NN7C Marion
County, K9IUB Monroe County, KC9TYA Vanderburgh County,
KA9QWC Whitley County,
NUMBER OF LOCAL ARES NETS ACTIVE: 47
NUMBER OF TEAMS WITH NTS LIAISON: 20

were made for support of the Fort Wayne Fort4Fitness Marathon to be
held on October 1st.
District 7 W9EEU: Attended monthly meetings in Clay and Sullivan
counties. Assisted the Owen County group with a public service event
at McCormick's Creek State Park. Ray K9DUR and I demonstrated
Winlink for the Sullivan County group.
Indiana ARES September EC Comments
Allen County KB9WWM: The Allen County ARES Team supported
the American Heart Association Walk held on September 23. The
walk completed successfully with no incidents reported. The Allen
County Team supports a large number of PSEs throughout the year.

TOTAL NUMBER OF NET SESSIONS, DRILLS/TESTS THIS
MONTH: 106
TOTAL DRILLS PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 1250.75

Harrison County W9WXN: We spent quite a few hours preparing
for our SET drill for the first weekend of October. I think we are ready
to go and will try to make this one the best yet. We're actually going to
extend our SET to parts of four days this year. Planning on sending a
lot of traffic and utilizing the ITN and other traffic nets. Full report
next month.

PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS REPORTED: 10
TOTAL PSE PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 448
EMERGENCY NETS REPORTED: 1
TOTAL EMERGENCY PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 33.5

Hendricks County KB9DJA: HCARES has named the month of
September, Preparedness month. Each week during our ARES Net, the
NCO reads a paragraph to the net about what you can do to prepare
you and the family when faced with an emergency/disaster.
This includes not only creating and implementing a plan/drill, but also
what you the ham, should have ready in case of deployment for ARES.
The Plainfield Chamber of Commerce asked HCARES to assist them
with their Annual Quaker Day Parade line up.

TOTAL NUMBER OF ARES OPERATIONS THIS MONTH: 119
TOTAL PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 1691.75
IN ARES SECTION NET
Sessions = 4 QNI = 326QTC = QTR = 88 minutes

On Sept.14th, HCARES set up a booth at the county's Emergency
Preparedness Fest. This display of different agencies from across the
county and state, which included the American Red Cross, The
Salvation Army, IDHS, the NWS, County Sheriff, County Health,
Danville Fire, and Statflight medic-helicopter and flight crew, plus a
few more. This was a public event designed to teach the public how to

Indiana ARES September DEC Comments
District 3 KB9WWM: September was a quiet month in the district. I
did participate in the ARES Appointees webinar on 9/29. Preparations
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design and execute a plan in which to know what to do, where to go if
separated, and what foods, etc. to have in store.
In light of the excessive Tornadic season this year, both Hendricks
Regional and I.U. West hospitals have purchased a HT radio scanner
to monitor our county SKYWARN net and also the Central Indiana
SKYWARN Nets. The basic idea is for the hospitals to get a little
more time ahead to be prepared and secure in the event of a Tornado
touch down nearby, possibly heading towards them.

situational awareness in the form of reporting to net control our
surroundings. It sounds easy, but to report the conditions around you
accurately and in as few words as possible can be a challenge for a
hobby that is built on 'rag chewing'. Afterward ARES volunteers
joined in the Indianapolis Radio Club Hilltops on the Air. This allowed
us to set up a couple radios in the field for a longer period of time
concentrating on local communications. The contest ended at 1pm and
we gathered together for homemade baked ham and cheese
sandwiches and other fixings. Participation was lower than expected
but it still proved to be a valuable and fun exercise.

Howard County W9NWN: Very quiet month which is good
considering the activity from August. There is still much recovery
activity from the 6 tornado events that occurred in August. We are still
struggling with a repeater issue on the high profile 147.240 repeater.
The amplifier was not working and has been sent for repair. Many
thanks to N9VOB for all of his work in getting our repeaters up and
running.

Monroe County K9TEM: Monroe County ARES members
participated in the September county warning siren test and three
weekly ARES Monday Night nets. There was no net on Monday
September 5th, in observance of Labor Day. On September 16th,
several Monroe County ARES members manned a booth at the
Monroe County Fall Festival. On the 24th, many of our members
enjoyed the Bloomington Amateur Radio Club (BARC) Hamfest at the
Monroe County Fairgrounds (we’re hoping it’ll become an annual
event.)

Jasper County KC9EJL: Preparation and Participation at the
Popcorn Festival in Porter County, Sand Crane Festival in Jasper
County, and the District 1 Drill in North Vernon Indiana.
Jennings County KC9RLC: Weekly ARES Net Tuesdays 7:30pm

Putnam County KB9RZK: Several ARES members participated in a
CERT search and rescue event for a missing Fillmore man, Tuesday,
September 27th, and Wednesday, September 28th. Although the man
did spend the night out in the woods near Fillmore, when found
Wednesday morning, September 28th, he was in very good condition.
ARES members were on the search teams and in the Putnam County
Emergency Operations Center conducting communications.

Kosciusko County AB9ZA: Other than the regular Nets, we did not
have a lot going on in September. The Hoosier Lakes Radio Club did
hold a Tailgate Hamfest on September 17, and several persons picked
up some radio equipment. Hopefully this will translate into more
communications when needed in an emergency.
Madison County KB9ZYI: Formally named to the position on Sept.
15. Getting settled in, doing research. I'm planning to meet with the
local HAM clubs in October and introduce myself. I expect to have
more progress to report at next update.

Scott County WR9G: Our next scheduled VE exam session is
October 8th at 10:00 AM at the EOC meeting room. Walk-ins are
always welcome.
Steuben County KC9GUY: Several members of the team, as a result
of illness of themselves or their spouses, have had a reduced level of

Marion County W9SOX: Our training this month was in the form of
an exercise: We called up a brief resource net, where we practiced
19

participation over the last couple of months. I anticipate some
improvement as we come to the end of the year.

employees to provide the services that we enjoy and at times take for
granted.

Sullivan County W9CDU: My first month as interim EC has went
smoothly. At our monthly meeting we received training on Winlink
Email from Ray(K9DUR) and Gary(W9EEU). I found it every
interesting and look forward to adding the capability to our club
station. I was able to put a banner up along with our local EMA at two
town festivals, handed out ARES/ARRL literature and talked to the
public. I look forward to setting up at more events next year.

The ARRL is the only national organization that has accepted the
responsibility of being a care taker for our hobby. We as Amateur
Radio operators should support these efforts by being a member of the
ARRL. If you have a fellow ham that isn’t a member of the ARRL,
please encourage them to join. If they are apprehensive, encourage
them to sign up for the guest account which they will be able to
explore the benefits of ARRL membership for 90 days including
access to the digital copy of QST.

Indiana ARES September OES Comments
KC9TYA: Continue working on my Go-Kit. Looking forward to
operating from the Westside Nut Club Fall Festival as W9I for the BiCentennial Anniversary. Our Club W9OG will be operating from Oct.
5th thru the 8th. I hope to work many of you during this special event.
Participated in 58 Nets this month. Hope everyone has a great month
KA9QWC: Continue working with area VHF packet stations
sending/receiving & relaying messages within Allen, Kosciusko,
Noble & Whitley Counties. Additionally, use my VHF packet station
via the KA9LCF-10 RMS station to send or relay net reports to include
EOM reports. Remain active on numerous nets with voice, CW &
digital with the ITN, IDN, IDTN, ICN & QIN when time permits.
These nets are listed on the Indiana INARRL page.

Brent, N9BA
bwalls@arrl.org
317-895-1592 home

In Closing
I had the privilege to attend a Section Manager Workshop at ARRL
HQ earlier this month. The workshop was an orientation for newly
elected section managers and was a very informative experience. I
was simply amazed by the compassion of the HQ staff and how much
they truly care about our hobby. ARRL HQ is staffed by less than 100
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