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The Indiana Section website recently underwent a modernization and
will be launching in the very near future. The new website will be
formatted differently than the current website and will put control in
the hands of the section staff to add content. I am excited about the
new website but we may have a few bugs to still work out. With that
said, if you have some constructive feedback or suggestions then
please send them to me.
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Remembering Friends We’ll Miss …







News from around the Indiana Section
Indiana Hams help with ARISS Contact

Robert Tennant, KA9MWK Columbia City, IN
Dan Hunter, NW9N Terre Haute, IN
Larry Evans, N9XVL Indianapolis, IN
James “Jimmy” Nielsen, KC9IAD Indianapolis, IN
Richard “Dick” Andrews, K9SVB Indianapolis, IN
Kenneth Day, K9PGL Plainfield, IN

By: Brian Smith W9IND
Only two weeks before the 50th anniversary of “Star Trek,” nine
Central Indiana schoolkids got a chance to talk to a real space traveler
– International Space Station astronaut Kate Rubins –thanks to the
joint efforts of the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis and eight local
amateurs.

All silent key obituary notices should be sent directly to Brent Walls at
bwalls@arrl.org for inclusion in this monthly
column.

The kids engaged in a 10-minute VHF
conversation August 23 before an
audience of about 150 fellow students,
teachers and other observers seated in the
museum’s Lilly Theater. Borrowing the
N9DR callsign of ham team member
Doug Rose, the museum worked the
space station under its American call of
NA1SS. (Rubins herself holds a
Technician license and the personal call
of KG5FYJ.)

Field Organization Appointment Updates
Appointment Resignations / Cancellations:
 Russell Simpson, WA0JTL Emergency Coordinator
 Russell Simpson, WA0JTL Public Information Officer
New Appointments:
 Gary House, AB9LF Official Observer

Two rigs, including a backup, were set up on the right side of the
theater stage as the nine pre-selected students took turns stepping up to
the microphone at center stage and asking a question. They managed
to transmit 17 questions before losing touch with the space station,
covering such topics as “What do you do with your trash while you’re
in space?” (Recycle as much as possible and pack the rest into a vessel

The ARRL appreciates the time and effort every volunteer gives in
serving the Indiana Section and promoting amateur radio. Many
people talk about what should be done, but it takes committed
volunteers to get it done. Thank You!
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that burns up on re-entry, according to Rubins) and “What’s it like to
sleep in space?” (Very comfortable as you float in your sleeping bag.)

the potential to transform the world in which we live," said Dr. Jeffrey
H. Patchen, president and CEO, The Children's Museum of
Indianapolis. "What better way to inspire the next generation, which
could potentially travel to Mars."

The contact was scheduled through the ARISS (Amateur Radio on the
International Space Station) program, which has arranged more than
1,000 QSOs with schools and other educational organizations since
2000. The local students hailed from four schools: an elementary from
Martinsville and a high school, a middle school and an elementary
from Indianapolis.

A video of the event can be found on the Facebook site of the
Children’s Museum of Indianapolis (scroll down to the August 23
post).

Besides N9DR, members of the ham team included Cyndy Meier
(K9CMM), Dan Meier (KB9AX), David Spoelstra (N9KT), Brian D.
Smith (W9IND), Chris Frederick (KQ9Y), Bob Burns (W9BU) and
Jay Kraus (W9TC). They provided technical and operational expertise
ranging from helping to prepare news releases to mounting the
directional satellite antenna on the roof of the five-story museum.
The ARISS contact was about “demonstrating how amateur radio can
inspire young people to discover new interests and expand their
knowledge of classroom topics, especially in STEM (science,
technology, engineering and mathematics),” said Cyndy Meier, a
retired educator. “This is not your father’s ham radio. Amateur
communications in the 21st century involves everything from orbiting
satellites and high-altitude balloons to computer software that enables
keyboard-to-keyboard radio contacts around the world.”

About The Children's Museum of Indianapolis
The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis is a nonprofit institution
committed to creating extraordinary learning experiences across the
arts, sciences, and humanities that have the power to transform the
lives of children and families. For more information about The
Children's Museum, visit www.childrensmuseum.org, follow us on
Twitter @TCMIndy, Facebook.com/childrensmuseum and
YouTube.com/IndyTCM.

The Children's Museum also saw great value in facilitating questions
and answers between students and the ISS crew. "The ability to have a
real-time dialogue with astronauts who are conducting vital
experiments in space is an extraordinary way for the next generation to
fundamentally understand how the science they are learning about has
3

Upcoming Hamfests
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Youth Involvement – Future Hams

FORT WAYNE HAMFEST
& Computer Expo

th

44 Year

Allen County War
Memorial Coliseum
4000 Parnell Ave
Fort Wayne, IN
73,000 sq. ft. all indoors

N OV
12& 13
2016

(Coliseum Parking $5 per vehicle)

73,000$6sq.ft.
all Sun
indoors
Admission:
Sat &
$3 Sun only
Children under 12 free (with adult)
2016 ARRL IN State Convention
WAS & DXCC Checking
New & Used Ham Dealers
Main & Hourly Prizes
Equipment Check-out table
Talk-in 146.880Forums Sat only (see the website)
Tables: $25 Regular (8ft)
$50 Premium (8ft)
$30 Electricity

Girl Scouts Radio and Wireless Technology
Program
Girl Scouts can learn fundamentals of radio
communication and wireless technology and take
action in their communities to apply communications
to connect people, provide safety, and explore
related careers.



SAT 9 AM to 4 PM
SUN 9 AM to 2 PM




Learn
the
fundamentals
of wireless
communication
Explore radio science through hands-on learning with Amateur
Radio
Use radio communication to talk around the world and for
public service and safety
Learn how wireless technology is used in everyday life and in
careers
As part of this program, Girl Scouts will have the
opportunity to learn about Amateur Radio (also
known as “ham” radio) and do hands-on
activities with Amateur Radio. They can also
learn about broadcast radio, emergency and
public service communications, and explore
ways wireless technologies are used in everyday
life and in the workplace.

Ham Radio License Testing ($14)
9 AM till 12 PM Saturday
Get the latest information at

www.fortwaynehamfest.com

They will be encouraged to take on activities that engage, educate, and
empower them and kindle an interest in Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math (STEM) subjects and careers.
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The program supports the Girl Scout Leadership Development
Program by enabling the following goals for girls:





JOTA - Jamboree on the Air
This annual event occurs the third weekend
in October, and is an excellent opportunity
for the amateur community to share their
passion and love for radio communication to
the youth of today. I think this is an
excellent opportunity for both the scouts and
amateurs to make life long contacts and
memories. More information can be found
http://www.arrl.org/jamboree-on-the-air-jota ,
http://www.scouting.org/jota.aspx , and http://jotajoti.info/ . It is
encouraged that any amateur group wishing to help with this event
contact your local scout troop. There are eight scouting councils in
Indiana, each of which can help you locate troops in your area and
help with providing contact information for those troops.

Discover— Explore the natural world to learn about radio
communications and wireless technologies.
Connect — Use knowledge of wireless technology to
understand its capabilities and its limitations. Be an informed
citizen who understands how wireless technologies are
regulated and used.
Take Action— Make a difference in their communities by
making friends through radio contacts, providing public service
and emergency communications, and raising awareness of
career opportunities.

Public Information Outreach
September is National Preparedness
Month. With the severe weather we
have had over the past few weeks now
would be a great opportunity to not
only highlight the need for emergency
preparedness, but also what amateur
radio does to help local authorities not
only in times of disaster but on a daily basis as well. What can you do
to help your local clubs or ARES® groups build a stronger partnership
with your local authorities to make everyone more prepared in the time
of a disaster? The more we help with planning, and promote
awareness and education, the better off we all will be when that
inevitable day happens. For additional ideas and information on
current events you can check out Ready.Gov or
http://www.arrl.org/public-service.
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Fort Wayne Area http://www.awac.org/



South Bend Lasalle Area https://www.lasallecouncilbsa.org/



Lake County Area http://www.pathwaytoadventure.org/



North Central Indiana
http://sagamorebsa.org/htdocs/wordpress/



North West Central Indiana http://www.prairielandsbsa.org/



Central Indiana http://www.crossroadsbsa.org/



South Central Indiana http://www.hoosiertrailsbsa.org/



Southern Indiana http://www.lhcbsa.org/



South Western Indiana http://www.buffalotracecouncil.org/

The Bicentennial has begun

PIO Reports:

2016 marks the 200th anniversary of statehood for Indiana. To
celebrate this achievement and promote Amateur Radio, the ARRL
Indiana Section is offering a unique and highly desirable certificate
and individual QSL cards to stations making contact with Indiana
Bicentennial Special Event Stations during this year. Our sincere
thanks to all the clubs that are already committed to operating Special
Event stations as part of the commemoration.

Whitley County PIO Roger McEntarfer N9QCL
I announced in the local newspapers: Columbia City Post & Mail,
Churubusco News and South Whitley The Tribune News, Local WJHS
91.5 FM (Whitley County Joint High School) radio station, Local Web
based News: Columbia City Talk of the Town and Churubusco Busco
Voice Several and HF Nets: Indiana Traffic Net, Interstate Side Band
Net and the Michigan Buzzard Roost Net and several of the local 2M
and 70 CM nets around the northern Indiana area about the Whitley
County Amateur Radio Club (WCARC) General Meeting on August
11, 2016.

At the present time, there are twelve Special Event station operations
slated for this year (see complete list in the Affiliated Club
Coordination column page 14). While each Special Event station may
issue its own QSL cards, the clean sweep certificate will be issued by
the Indiana Section. Indiana Section PIOs stand ready to assist clubs in
publicizing and marketing these local radio/historic events.

The next W5YI Test session will be held on Saturday October 29,
2016 from 9:00 to 11:00 AM,
In Community Room A and B of the Peabody Library 1160 E. State
Rd. 205 - Columbia City, Indiana.

W9I – Indiana Bicentennial
Special Event Stations
October 1 – 9
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society,
Evansville
Westside Nut Club
Festival

73’s
Roger McEntarfer/ N9QCL
Whitley County TS
Whitley County PIO
Whitley County W5YI CVE

November 12
Fort Wayne DX Association
Allen County War Memorial
Coliseum

Fayette County PIO Jerry Fray N9TU
Fayette County now has a working packet BBS station. ARRL
Emergency Coordinator for Fayette County
recently setup a packet station that is a BBS and messaging service
system. The computer the BBS is on
is a Raspberry Pi running JNOS, URONode and FBB BBS software.
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Currently undergoing minor testing and
finishing setup but it is up and running, feel free to come in and look
around the system. VHF operating
frequency is 145.050. Everyone stay safe and watch the skies!

On Friday, September 16th members of BARC, will participate
at the Monroe County Fall Festivals “Education Day”. Hopefully
members from the Bloomington South and Indiana University clubs
will find time in the afternoon to join in. We will be giving children,
teachers, parents and the Monroe County community a demonstration
of amateur radio, and its many uses.

73
Jerry N9TU

Also on September 16th, all three Monroe County amateur
radio clubs will participate, and host an Indiana Bicentennial special
event station using the callsign W9I. We will be on the air starting at
10 AM and will operate until approximately 8 PM using mainly 40
meters as well as other amateur radio bands.

Johnson County PIO Team From PIO Rusty Kirts N9LLP
September is a jam packed month for us at MidState Amateur Radio
Club, so my report this month is a short one. The move of our radio
room is still a work in progress and is moving along quite well. We
start off with our demonstration station at the 31st Annual Heartnut
Festival at the Johnson County Parks the weekend of Sept 1011th. Then we have our annual club picnic and club meeting where
we elect and install the officers for the coming year. And then we help
out the Greenwood High School Marching Woodman Band with
traffic at their Band Competition Invitational on Sat Sept 24th. We
will have some photos to share in next month’s newsletter.

Then on September 24th the members of the Bloomington
Amateur Radio Club will host a hamfest at the Monroe County
Fairgrounds. Location is 5700 N Airport Road in Bloomington. Just
west of Indiana 37 / I-69.
Turn west onto Indiana 45, and go 2 miles West of IN37 / I 69
to the stoplight at IN 45, and turn North. The Fairgrounds will be on
the right. Admission is $5.00 at the gate.

73’s All,
Rusty N9LLP

The hamfest has 3 main vendors, with Amateur Accessories,
Ham World Inc., and Radio Shack of Columbus, IN. There will be
limited space available inside for flea-marketer’s due to limit on
tables. Space inside is still available, but remaining inside fleamarketer’s will need to bring tables for its. Many of the available
tables have already been purchased.

Monroe County PIO Jimmy Merry KC9RPX
Greetings from Monroe County,
August 2016 was a bit of a slow month in Monroe County. But
that’s about to change with the students back in the classroom at
Bloomington South – K9SOU and Indiana University – K9IU. The
Bloomington Amateur Radio Club- K9DIY will participate in 3 events
this month.

Tailgating will also take place outside, must bring own tables if
you wish to setup outside. Lots of space available outside.
Contact Jimmy Merry at KC9RPX@GMAIL.COM for
information about the Bloomington Hamfest.
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We will be serving good food and drinks. A “HAMFEST
COMBO” meal will be served for lunch which will consist of a slice
of ham, fried potatoes, Corn on the Cob, and a drink for $7.00 per
meal. Breakfast will also be available.

Crystal Radio Kit No batteries required and no soldering! - $20.00
Basic
This electronic cricket kit can annoy your siblings and bring you great
joy and it chirps when the lights go out. - $20.00

Forums and special events will be: Brent Wall’s, N9BA
Indiana Section manager will be in attendance and presenting a town
hall style meeting. Rosalie White, K1STO will be speaking about
ARISS, Amateur Radio on the International Space Station. VE
Testing at 1 PM.

The Cosmic popper kit makes explosions of light at night. This is a fun
kit but a little harder than our basics. - $10.00
Advanced Kit
This electric Telegraph kit is great for practicing to get out and start
transmitting Morse code. - $20.00

David Abbey, AC8AI, and Tom Busch WB8WOR will be
demonstrating soldering for both children and all ages. Small kits will
be available for learning soldering. For advance information contact
Dave Abbey by email: doabbey@yahoo.com

This little radio can crank up the greats of AM Radio. It takes a bit
more experience but is a cool kit. - $20.00
Hope to see you at the hamfest on September 24.

Those considering participating in making the kits, should preorder. The kits are yours to keep.

73’s
Jimmy Merry, Jr.
KC9RPX
Monroe County PIO

Order
Form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfmjHoorzeJ8Hf
oKXMZ3iy4hS6Khsi8M5SZ8v2o6ABPmeoMw/viewform

Affiliated Club Coordination

Basic Kit
Basic flashlight kit is easy for people to learn to solder and is cool to
have to play with afterwards. - $6.00

As the summer months of 2016 winds down, many club activities do
as well. Many clubs and amateur radio operators across Indiana have
participated in special events stations for the 2016 Indiana
Bicentennial, thanks to those that have. Those clubs that took part in
the event are urged to submit a log for their event to myself at
kc9rpx@arrl.net. Please submit the log in MS OFFICE, a PDF,
N1MM formatting or a format that can be easily opened.

If you're too young or just don't want to try soldering just yet we also
have DC motor kits - $10
Intermediate Kit
Moisture kit LEDs indicate moisture in Soil. - $6.00 Basic

The remaining 2016 Indiana Bicentennial special event stations
will take place over the next couple of months.
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Bloomington ARC September 16 - 10 am – 6 pm - Monroe
Co Fall Festival Education Day
Ft Wayne RC
September 17 – 10 am – 6 pm – Johnny
Appleseed Festival
Evansville TARS
October 1 - 9 - 12 pm – 8 pm Westside Nut Club Fall Festival
Ft Wayne DX
November 12 - 12 pm – 8 pm - Allen
Co War Memorial Coliseum

A friendly reminder the following clubs will soon be over one
year by the end of 2016 since last update are.
Whitley Co – Last Update Oct 8, 2015
Goshen ARC – Last Update Dec 31, 2015
Hoosier Repeater Builders – Last Update November 3, 2015
Cass County - Last Update December 31, 2015
Muncie Area – Last Update September 22, 2015
Hoosier Lakes – Last Update November 6, 2015

I’m urging that all the Indiana clubs that are affiliated with the
Indiana ARRL, please take a few minutes to look over their annual
reports on the www.arrl.org website.

Let’s set a goal to get 100% of Indiana’s affiliated clubs up to
date within the last year. If you need assistance updating the annual
report, please let me know, or view this link: http://www.arrl.org/clubupdate

I will be happy to assist clubs that are having issues. Clubs
with annual reports that are over 2 years since last update will risk
going into an inactive status. Please make sure that your clubs annual
report has been updated within the last 12 months. The annual report
can be updated anytime that a change needs made.

73’s
Jimmy Merry, Jr. KC9RPX
IN ARRL Affiliated Club Coordinator

Technical Specialists – Helping Hams

Please update by October 15, 2016.
The following clubs are over 1 year since last update:
Tri County HF (2 Years) Last update: Feb 12, 2014
White County (1 Year) Last update: May 27, 2015
Lake County (1 Year) Last Update: January 12, 2015
Indiana Masonic Home (1 Year) Last Update: June 19, 2015
Clark County (1 Year) Last Update: June 19, 2015
Grant County (1 Year) Last Update: June 5, 2015
Elkhart ARC
(1 Year) Last Update: January 12, 2015
Whitewater Valley (1 Year) Last Update: June 17, 2015
Porter County (1 Year) Last update: June 16, 2015
Purdue University (1 Year) Last Update: June 17, 2015
Tri State ARS
(1 Year) Last Update: August 7, 2015
Indiana University (10 Years) Last Update: January 19, 2006

August was a slow month for most of our TS’s yet a few still had quite
a bit going on. Wishing Roger, N9QCL a speedy recovery from a fall
he took this July! Ed, K3HTK has offered to share notes with anyone
that might be on a quest to ground their shack as well as provided
some updated FLDIGI installation script. Wayne, AC9HP provides
some interesting information on remote controlling radios, which is
well worth reading if you have an interest in that topic.
We have a person who has asked if anyone knows where he can take a
Drake tube-type rig for service. If anyone has an answer or lead please
drop me a note so I may pass it on, it will certainly be appreciated!
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I’m still looking to add Technical Specialists in some underserved
areas especially in the East Central and South Eastern area of the state.
If you’re interested in finding out more send me an email.

K3HTK
DV4Mini – Compact Edition – I have been experimenting with the
DV4 mini compact install for Raspberry Pi. I am currently utilizing the
P25 mode and reflectors PCS001 and PCS002. My setup is battery
powered and soon to be completely solar powered. I have put together
a 26ah 5vdc battery that is charged by a 10Watt solar panel or power
adapter. I may need to upgrade the panel wattage, but working with
what I had on hand for solar right now.

73,
Mark Westermeier, N9OZ
Indiana Section Technical Coordinator
n9oz@arrl.net

Technical Specialists Reporting for August 2016: N9QCL, NI9Y,
N7BBW, WA9FGT, WB9L, K3HTK, W9WEL, N9LYY, K0RL,
N9SFX, NF9K, W9AMT, W9BGJ, WB8WOR, AC9HP, N9AWM,
AC9AZ, K9MQ, KB9BVN, N9OZ

Raspberry Pi / IRLP board cases – One of the biggest complaints I
have heard about using an IRLP board with a Raspberry Pi is that there
are no case options readily available. I am close to having the solution.
I am designing a case that I should be able to print on my 3D printer
very soon. If anyone is interested in one, please let me know.

TS August Reports:
N9QCL

The next W5YI Test session will be held on Saturday October 29,
2016 from 9:00 to 11:00 AM, In Community Room A and B of the
Peabody Library 1160 E. State Rd. 205 - Columbia City, Indiana.

I have taken some time to update my FLDIGI installation script once
again for the latest version. I have received great feedback and support
from many all over the world. This script now includes the latest
Hamlib libraries for rig control as well as the latest available version of
FLDIGI. You can find the script and instructions here:
http://indyham.com/news/fldigi- install-script-for-raspberry-pi- latestversion-3-23-13/
Please enjoy and pass along… Works very well on a Raspberry Pi 3.

73’s
Roger McEntarfer/ N9QCL
Whitley County TS
Whitley County PIO
Whitley County W5YI CVE

Shack Grounding – I have gone through and completely replaced my
shack grounding system. I knew it was not optimal, as it is hard to
accomplish depending on your situation. I spent several weeks
researching this topic and as you know, everyone has an opinion. So, I
took the information and kept it simple with the basics. RF in the

After breaking my right Femoral Neck bone falling off a ladder while
wiring a new addition to the house, my Technical Specialist activities
have slowed way down.
I will be on the mend and off work till at least October 10, 2016.
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shack is nearly gone (except 160 Meters) and completed reduction on
the noise I used to hear on my HF transceivers. No more RF getting
into my PCs and can work digital modes with ease. If anyone would
like to compare notes, just drop me a line…. I invested about $400.00
to do it right, but am experiencing a much more fulfilling experience
working HF.

may take to support the emergency services group down here.
Preparing for the upcoming winter by reviewing and repairing
antennas and feedlines in the area.
It is hoped that everyone has a fine month of September.
73 Ron K0RL
Technical Specialist – ARRL

Looking forward to the Ft. Wayne Hamfest!
73,
Ed
K3HTK

N9SFX
I wish I could have spent as much time on amateur radio as I did on
cutting grass! I heard the 145.29 repeater being keyed up by some
unknown signal. I alerted one of the guys at Ch 16 and he eventually
got it shut down. Hopefully, he will get it back up and working
properly.

N9LYY
Once again not too much to report from rural Warren county. I did
help with a mobile antenna installation problem. Otherwise a quiet
month.
73

Pete,

N9SFX

W9AMT

Charlie Sponaugle
N9LYY

Hello everyone. August was a slow month for ham radio activities
really due to work and family time and some unforeseen home repairs.
Trying to soak up some time with the family before school and bad
weather set back in.

K0RL

On the 9th, I drove up to Lafayette to help out Tim, N9DKI and the
W9YB club out with their DMR repeater. It has been having some
issues receiving, so I took the IFR 3920 up there and did a full
alignment on it. Sadly, it is about 11 dB down on the RX, so it looks
like a preamp may be in its future until the club can get it replaced.

Slow month down here in the far Southwest part of the state. We
continue to keep the gray matter active by reviewing and thinking
about various forms that a trailer donated to the RACES/ARES group
12

“Logic clearly dictates that the needs of the many outweigh the needs
of the few.”

Later that evening, I gave the DMR demystified presentation to the
folk up at the White county ARS at their monthly club meeting in
Chalmers. We had a good crowd and everyone enjoyed the session and
some hands-on time with new radios. http://kc9pqa.net/?p=260 Phil
Prescott has informed me that they will be getting a DMR repeater
very soon and adding it to the Hoosier DMR network. I did manage to
get to the Lafayette and Owen County hamfests on the 21st and 27th
respectively. Both were a decent turn out and the Hoosier DMR
roadshow was at both. DMR activity (actually all bands and modes)
has been a bit slow and dead, but I just attribute that to summer time
and everyone is out with their families instead of stuck behind a
microphone.

On that note, I hope everyone has a great September. Live long and
prosper.
Tony Tolbert
W9AMT
NF9K
Built a couple of different Raspberry Pi setup's for use with a
DV4Mini. I utilized the official 7" Pi touchscreen and two different
stands. One of the stands required modification of the config.txt file in
the /boot partition to flip the screen 180 degrees. The second stand did
not require any modification. Next was the task of getting the dv4mini
control panel to run on the Pi. There are binaries compiled for the Pi's
ARM architecture, but finding the most recent versions can be tricky.
I discovered some bugs in the ARM/64-bit version of dv serial. It
appears that binary was compiled against the wrong platform. The
good news is that dropping back to the 32-bit version appears to work.
The last part was figuring out how to run the package from linux. This
was accomplished by installing the mono package, which is a crossplatform .NET framework. I will be documenting the process as well
as posting some pictures to my website soon.

I am in the middle of repairs to my home now, as the afternoon I came
home from the Lafayette hamfest, my upstairs bathroom toilet had
overflowed, causing almost $10,000 in damages to our upstairs and
garage. Thankfully, the ham shack didn’t suffer any damage, but as a
result, the shack is all torn apart and covered while repairs are finished.
I have placed a pre-order for the new Kenwood TH-D74A 2M/220/440
D-STAR/APRS portable. Should have it by the end of next month so
I’ll do a full write up on it.
Finally to report, Hoosier DMR is now sharing the Indiana Statewide
talkgroup #3118 with all DMR networks in the state. While there is
still much repugnance and acrimony internally in the state between
DMR trustees, it simply isn’t fair to the 700 plus amateurs who’ve
invested in this hobby to let personal feelings get in everyone else’s
way and impede interoperability. As the great Vulcan Spock once said,

I attended another VE Session with the WD9BSA Group on August
18th. We tested six people, with a total of 8 exams administered
resulting in three new Technicians and 1 General Upgrade. This
particular session held some new experiences for me as it was my first
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one in the role of Team Leader. It was great to learn a little more
about the process and how the back-end things work.

Crossroads DMR finally reached the point where it was necessary to
upgrade our c-Bridge from the 15 peer license to the 30 peer license.
The folks at BridgeComm were great to work with, as always, and
facilitated a straight forward upgrade.

Received an email from an Illinois Ham seeking assistance on
programming his EFJ 5100 for 33cm. We exchanged several emails
and I believe that I have him headed down the right path. I'm certain
he'll let me know if he requires additional help. The next step may be
to arrange a team viewer session to help him out.

Minor work still continues on the IRC Email server, investigating
email bounces, etc., but I'm happy to report that these efforts have
dropped down to basic administration!

Performed a lot of c-Bridge programming activities related to the rollout of the Indiana Statewide Talkgroup #3118 to the Crossroads DMR
Network. We still have a bit of work to do, but it was rolled out to
several repeaters without issue. Many thanks to Steve Jones, W9SMJ
for making this available!

I think that's it. I'm already working on some hopefully cool P25 stuff
to report next month. Until then....
73,
Bill Atkinson, NF9K
ARRL Technical Specialist
ARRL VE/OO
Laurel VE
PODXS 070 Club #1595
30MDG #6014
www.nf9k.net
www.crossroadsdmr.org

Received a website comment from a ham looking for
help/understanding on how he could make a cross-country trip and
utilize DMR. I gave him a primer of the technology as well as the
various networks that might be in play across his decided path.
However, I believe it highly likely that he'll find enough TG's in
common during his trip to make it successful as far as DMR goes.
Worked with the Laurel VEC to establish the N9AG VE Team with
them. Being affiliated with both the ARRL and Laurel helps us make
the most out of our testing sessions as well as reach out to different
audiences that otherwise might not attend a testing session.

W9BGJ
Hard to believe summer has passed us by again and soon into fall we
go. Not a lot going on for the month of August will be putting a lot of
time into forum planning for the upcoming Fort Wayne Hamfest and
Indiana State ARRL Convention in November i look forward to this
event every year! My specialties are antenna building and
troubleshooting and license prep classes. Everyone have a great
September and 73...

Resources from the N9AG, IEN and WD9BSA VE Teams are looking
for a central spot to potentially host a monthly evening VE session.
More on this as our plans develop.

14

It did remote digital very well. I however felt like with the age of the
radio it was time to replace it, thinking newer radios would be better
suited for remote operations.

BRIAN G JENKS W9BGJ
ARRL SECTION TRAFFIC MANAGER INDIANA SECTION
ARRL TECHNICAL SPECIALIST
ARRL OFFICIAL RELAY STATION
w9bgj@arrl.net

The FT-857D was also very good with digital modes. I used a signal
link with it and the only bad thing I can say about it, is it only went
down to 5 watts. With JT modes there are times 5 watts is too much.

WB8WOR
IC7200 could not be properly controlled from ham radio deluxe
remotely. I am not sure if HRD resolved this but it was a show
stopper.

I gave a talk on Kids Day to the Bloomington Amateur Radio Club
about Kids Day, and I'm working on one about SDRs in November.
Tom WB8WOR

The Ten-Tec was a very good radio for remote operations. It connects
to ethernet directly and your remote station can connect via the Omni
OnePlug software. It worked very well for digital modes and remote
operations.

AC9HP
August was a fun month for me. I ordered the K3S and built it. It was
a great experience. I operate almost 100% remotely even when home.
So far I have used the following rigs:

The Elecraft has some advanced remote features I have not explored
yet.

FT-857D
IC746
IC7200
TenTec Omni VII
and now the Elecraft K3S.

However the K3S does not currently have the ability to share the
SWR, ALC and Power meters via Ham Radio Deluxe or win4k3
software. The win4k3 software is better suited to control a Elecraft
radio so I have converted to Win4k3 for remote control.
The suggested from the author of Win4K3 was to use a web camera to
view the front panel of the radio. The WebCam is on order. he also
gave me a macro to switch between the SWR/Power and ALC meters
on the front panel since all are not shown at one time.

The IC746 did a great job. This was early during my startup days as a
ham I most likely underappreciated what the radio was and what it
was capable of.
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Overall the K3S is performing as well as you would expect it too. I
only have the 10 watt version and I am using a LDG z100Plus auto
tuner. I explored some options to control the LDG remotely but I
think ultimately I am going to install the Elecraft K3S tuner for
simplicity.

The direct interface setup had interference in the waterfall. The
interference was really bad and reminded me of having a power supply
to close to the radio.
After some playing around with wires and power supplies I found that
the sound cables from the rig to the PC where entering the PC near the
power supply. I used a small USB sound card ($5.00 on amazon) and
I was able to move the audio cables away from the PC and this fixed
the interference.

I operated during the NAQP and I was able to get 62 contacts in about
6 hours using the K3S at 10 watts. I was very impressed that 10 watts
could do so well but when I submitted the logs I found that I should
have turned it down to 5 watts for additional multipliers.

In September we have the Hill Top contest sponsored by the
Indianapolis Radio Club coming on August 24th and I am gearing up
for that. I am looking forward to this event because I usually
experiment with new antennas and help newer hams have fun.

When submitting my logs to the NAQP they were quickly rejected.
During the setup of my software (N3JFP Amateur radio software) I
had put my full name into a name box and it was expecting just my
first name. This caused the log to be malformed when exported. I had
to hand edit each log and re-export. I only share this so if anyone else
is getting start with N3JFP software they do not make the same
mistake.

Also the Hendricks County Emergency Preparedness Festival will be
held Wednesday, September 14th, from noon to 7 p.m. at the 4-H
Conference Center and Fairgrounds in Danville. Hendricks ARES has
been invited, and will have two booths at the festival. Unfortunately
this happens during the day I will be at work but would really like to
attend.

This month I also removed my G5RV that I had been using since the
Brownsburg hamfest. I put up a home-brew 80M OCF dipole. I
donated the G5RV to a elderly ham who was getting back into the
hobby and still needed an antenna. My wife appreciates the fact that
she no longer has to look at ladder line or the antenna sitting on a
shelf.

Have a great week,
Wayne

Enough about my exciting toys and onto helping others.
This month I helped setup two hams setup digital modes. One was a
direct interfaced setup and the other using a signal link.

AC9AZ
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Sorry my report is quite short for this month since I have been out of
town and have missed some meetings. However, I have one note. I
just recently because interested in the SDRplay 10 kHz to 2 GHz
Receiver. I just purchased one from Ham Radio Outlet for $139 along
with an inexpensive DCX all band antenna. The SDRplay is a radio
spectrum processor which works as a software defined receiver. All
the software you need is available from www.sdrplay.com along with
your laptop computer. . I encourage anyone interested to check out the
website. Next month I hope to have a report on the operation of this
spectrum analyzer. The web address shown again below has easy
installation instructions. Sincerely, John AC9AZ

Group and explained about the Technical Specialist program and
offered my assistance. I spoke with the LCARC Vice-President on the
telephone for over an hour provided him with several leads for
possible club programs and other information concerning amateur
radio and DMR.
Six hams contacted me this month requesting assistance. An amateur
in Jasper County was using the community codeplug for his MD380
and was going to be traveling and wanted to know if that was the best
codeplug to use. I assisted several hams in Lake County concerning
proposed talkgroup changes on the Hoosier DMR network, purchasing
a VHF DMR Radio, MD380 firmware question, CFL Lightbulb
interference, help with programming a Yaesu VX7R, and how to
display their iPad on a television screen for an upcoming radio club
presentation.

SDRPlay
www.sdrplay.com
SDRplay Home Page ... When you receive your new RSP, please use
our 'Start Here' system which is designed to help you through the
software process and will help you ...

73 Mark, K9MQ
mark@k9mq.com

K9MQ
KB9BVN
It was nice to have two weeks off of work for vacation this month and
explore the Pacific Northwest. I took my DMR handheld with me and
it was interesting being a user on the other networks and talking to
friends’ back home in Northwest Indiana. One observation that I did
make, is that the hold off/priority timers are not being setup correctly
when using the Tactical/PTT channels. My conversation got stomped
on several times by the North America talkgroup, even though I was in
an active QSO on UA113.

In August I worked with WD9BSA group to host a VE test session at
the Boy Scout HQ in Indianapolis, we tested a half dozen and four
made the grade, congrats to the newly minted hams! Several of our
ARRL Indiana TS team were on hand to help with the session. Next
test session is in November. I have also been working on a a few
projects involving the Raspberry Pi3B, and I am working with the
local Boy Scout units to help with their JOTA event coming up in
October at the Our Lady of the Greenwood Catholic Church. Johnson
County has agreed to have their EMS trailer there on the 15th, and
we're working with IDHS as well to see if they can bring down some

This month, I reached out to the Lake County ARC, Porter County
ARC, Northwest Indiana Skywarn, and the KA9QJG Repeater Yahoo
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Official Observers – We’re Here to Help

communications gear to showcase to the scouts. This event is open to
all scouts, boy and girl, as well as other youth groups in the area.
N9AWM will be hosting the event, including a campout on the church
lawn. 73 de KB9BVN

TOTAL NUMBER OF OFFICIAL OBSERVERS: 12
HF MONITORING HOURS: 99
VHF/UHF MONITORING HOURS: 117.5
ADMINISTRATIVE HOURS: 6.25
ADVISORY NOTICES SENT: 1
GOOD OPERATOR CARDS SENT: 8

N9OZ
This was a month of tinkering with a mishmash of radio stuff, still
working on a packet station set, then started messing around with my
ID-51A Dstar which I took to Louisville on a trip this month. As if that
wasn’t enough I started a new little project with the Raspberry Pi,
which is truly the biggest time sucker of all radio, then replacing the
desktop computer I use for digital modes with a laptop to free up some
space. From there it seemed that the more I moved radios and tuners
around the more complicated everything became. I’m pretty sure I
would have been much better to stick with just one project at a time
rather than moving from one to the next, which seems to spawn more
projects along the way. Oh well, winter is not too far away so it might
be time for a good fall cleaning of the shack.

I am proud to announce that our Official Observer Team for Indiana
had 100 percent of the team’s members reporting for the month of
August. Further, we have gained a new member who will start
reporting next month. So we are growing. All this is truly
outstanding.
Indiana Official Observers contributed 222.75 hours assisting fellow
Hams. An outstanding job, indeed!
Hams assisting Hams is what the Official Observer (OO) program is
all about, Folks. Most Hams and the FCC appreciate the Official
Observers’ and their efforts. Special Council for the FCC, Laura
Smith, had this to say concerning Official Observers:

Mark Westermeier, N9OZ

It doesn’t get said often enough, but the services of the OOs
perform is greatly appreciated by the Commission.
As someone who receives my fair share of abuse every day, I
can relate to how difficult it is for you guys. The difference is
that I get paid to put up with the abuse while you guys are
doing this as volunteers. I just wish that the community as a
whole could recognize the service you are performing for them.
I will tell you the same thing that Riley Hollingsworth told me.
Remember that those who are abusive are a very small
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percentage of the overall community. Most folks truly
appreciate all that you do. Since I have been in this job I have
Had a number of folks contact me about becoming OOs. Their
reasoning is simple; they want to give back to the community.
While it may not make a difference when someone is railing
against you, when everything settles down it is nice to sit
and think that maybe what you do really does have a positive
impact. I can confirm
that it does.

Hi everyone. I hope everyone had a great August. It is hard to believe
another summer has passed us by and fall is right around the corner.
The Fort Wayne Hamfest and Indiana State ARRL Convention is fast
approaching and hopefully I'll see many familiar faces again this year.
Thanks everyone for getting reports to me in a timely manner this
month. I’d like to keep the ball rolling by receiving all reports by the
6th of the month at the very latest the 7th. Traffic count is way up
again for our section so the strife between some of the disgruntled
traffic handlers and ARRL had very little impact not only on our
section but 9th region as a whole. You can view my full report in this
month’s issue of our newsletter. 73 all and have a great month!

We here at the commission have nothing but the highest praise
for all you guys do and can’t thank you enough for your service

Brian G. Jenks, W9BGJ
ARRL Indiana Section Traffic Manager
w9bgj@arrl.net

| Laura L. Smith, Esq. | 1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg,
PA 17325 |
Although not exactly the stuff of some spy novel, the ARRL Official
Observer Program in Indiana maintains a vigilant, behind the scenes
watch as a part of Amateur Radio’s long tradition of self-policing; and
we would welcome you to our team. So, if you have an interest in
learning more about the Official Observer Program, or possibly
becoming part of the team, please contact me by e-mail and I will head
you in the right direction. I look forward to hearing from you.

NTS By the Numbers

73 all!
Lou Everett, Sr., WA5LOU
ARRL Official Observer Coordinator, Indiana Section
Telephone: 317-749-9883
E-Mail: wa5lou@arrl.net or loueverettsr@gmail.com

National Traffic System – Net Gains
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Amateur Radio Emergency Service – In Action

Stay Connected with ARES!

SEC Comments
The Indiana Section is a large section geographically and sometimes it
is hard to feel connected to the Indiana Section ARES program or
learn about the different events around the section. There are now a
few new ways to stay connected using social media networks. You can
“Like” Indiana Section ARES on Facebook or “Follow” Indiana
Section ARES on Twitter.
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/inarrlares
Twitter: www.twitter.com/IN_ARES
Look for more ways to stay connected with the Indiana Section ARES
program in future newsletters.

Why do we train? We train to be
prepared to activate in support of our
served agencies, which is just what
happened in St. Joseph county on
Tuesday July 16th. Carol Leedy,
AC9KF, St. Joseph County Emergency Coordinator activated her
ARES team to support the Red Cross, assisting disaster assessments
teams with communications due to flooding in the county. Carol and
her team had just recently completed training with the Red Cross,
perfect timing! Great job to Carol and her team. Will your team be
ready when the time comes?
I attended the Lafayette Hamfest on August 21st and helped staff the
ARRL table with our Section Manager Brent Walls, N9BA. It was
nice to meet a few hams from the area and I hope to meet many more
of you at the Fort Wayne hamfest on November 12th and 13th .

DEC Opportunities
I am looking to fill several District Emergency Coordinator positions
throughout the section including districts 1, 9 and 10. Please share
these opportunities with your ARES team, at club meetings or other
gatherings in those districts. Anyone who has interest in serving as a
District Emergency Coordinator should contact me directly.
Responsibilities and requirements of a District EC can be found on the
ARRL website at http://www.arrl.org/district-emergency-coordiantor.

Simulated Emergency Test
I would like to take this time to encourage all of the local ARES teams
to start planning a Simulated Emergency Test (SET) for this fall. The
SET gives our ARES volunteers the opportunity to focus on their
capabilities, strengths and weaknesses. It also servers to provide a
public demonstration to served agencies, state and local emergency
managers, and the news media. I will be planning a section wide SET
for 2017. If I can be of any assistance in your planning process please
let me know, also please include your District EC in this process.

73,
Tony Stokes, KU9V
ARRL Section Emergency Coordinator, Indiana Section
ku9v@arrl.net
ARES by the Numbers
NUMBER OF ARES MEMBERS (REPORTED): 809
MEMBERSHIP CHANGE (REPORTED): 0
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TOTAL DRILLS PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 1560.09
NUMBER OF ASEC/DEC/EC/OES REPORTS RECEIVED: 46
NUMBER OF APPOINTEES NOT REPORTING: 28

PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS REPORTED: 7
TOTAL PSE PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 316.75

ASEC's REPORTING: K9DUR
EMERGENCY NETS REPORTED: 15
TOTAL EMERGENCY PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 675.8

DEC's REPORTING: N1LL District 1, KB9WWM District 03,
KC9RVL District 06, W9EEU District 07, WB9FHP District 08

TOTAL NUMBER OF ARES OPERATIONS THIS MONTH: 164
TOTAL PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 2552.64

ADEC's REPORTING: K9DUR District 07
EC's REPORTING: KC9PRR Adams County, KB9WWM Allen
County, K9JAJ Bartholomew County, KC9JAV Clark County,
K9PLG Dearborn County, KC9ELU Decatur County, KC9ZCK
Dekalb County, NQ8E Delaware County, N9TU Fayette County,
N9GTL Grant County, N9MOX Hancock County, W9WXN Harrison
County, KB9DJA Hendricks County, N9RLO Howard County,
KC9EJL Jasper County, KC9RLC Jennings County, N9SIU Johnson
County, AB9ZA Kosciusko County, W9SOX Marion County,
KC9QAK Marshall County, K9TEM Monroe County, N9JPX Morgan
County, WB9FHP Orange County, K9EOH Owen County, KB9RZK
Putnam County, N9CZV Randolph County, AC9KF Saint Joseph
County, WR9G Scott County, W9DRB Spencer County, KC8OBH
Starke County, N9SWD Sullivan County, N9GKE Tippecanoe
County, W9VKD Vigo County, KB9ZJV Wayne County,

IN ARES SECTION NET
Sessions = 4 QNI = 34 QTC = QTR = 125 minutes

Indiana ARES August DEC Comments

NUMBER OF LOCAL ARES NETS ACTIVE: 48
NUMBER OF TEAMS WITH NTS LIAISON: 18

District 2 N1LL: ARES received a different type of request from the
Red Cross, communications was a minor function and assisting in
relocating their office was the primary. Over a dozen people were on
hand with trucks, trailers and able hands to load, haul and unload the
Red Cross office. The property they had been located at was being
sold and it was necessary for them to move everything to a smaller
new location. Some things were not able to be moved. Of particular
interest to area hams was a diesel generator that was a gift and never
used. At 7.25 Kw and 360 pounds it was not very portable. It is now in
the hands of the Hoosier Lakes Radio Club/Kosciusko County ARES.
We look forward to using it for communication activities in the near
future as well as any needs that the Red Cross may have.

TOTAL NUMBER OF NET SESSIONS, DRILLS/TESTS THIS
MONTH: 142

The IGR held a field exercise setting up a field hospital. As part of the
exercise they were tasked with establishing communications with

OES's REPORTING: W9WXN Harrison County, NN7C Marion
County, K9IUB Monroe County, K9DUR Vigo County, KC9TYA
Vanderburgh County, KA9QWC Whitley County,
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Indianapolis and another unit in Virginia. The local ARES group was
asked to join with them in setting up a communications station in
achieving that goal. Both objectives were met and a third was
attempted; local packet. The packed station still needs work but it is a
project in progress. Communications was also key for the Medi-vac
helicopter that simulated a patient transport.

Our Sullivan County EC Stan Daffron has stepped down after serving
the county faithfully. Stan began with a county that had been inactive
for a long time and has built a very solid ARES group in Sullivan
County. Stan modestly lists his accomplishments as follows:
• Established an excellent relationship with our EMA Director Jim
Pirtle
• Set up a monthly meeting and have maintained monthly meetings at
our County EOC office.
• We were successful in getting Cory Unger, W9CDU appointed as
assistant EC
• Set up and participated in most if not all activities within our
community and within the 7th district
• Re-established our weekly net and have held it each and every week
• Cory was recently appointed as Deputy Director of the Sullivan
County EMA
and many other successes that I'll not bore you with at this time.

District 3 KB9WWM: August 24th was a busy day throughout the
District. There were quite a few tornado warnings and Skywarn
Activations as a result of the severe weather. The NWS Quad 2 net had
a total of 41 operators participating in or monitoring the net. This
included operators from Allen, Whitley, Huntington, Adams and Wells
Counties.
I attended the D3 DHS Interoperable Subcommittee meeting in Fort
Wayne, representing amateur radio at the district level.
As a reminder, there are still unfilled EC vacancies in Lagrange,
Huntington, Whitley and Wabash Counties. If you are interested or
would like to let me know of any candidates, please contact me at
KB9WWM@arrl.net.

Stan promises to stay involved with the group, but work and other time
commitments led to his decision to let someone else lead the group
forward. I want to extend my personal thanks to Stan for all that he has
done for Sullivan County, District 7 and the State of Indiana ARES.

District 6 KC9RVL: Participated in comms at a Triathlon event at
Summit Lake State Park in Henry Co.; Received training at Muncie
Area Amateur Radio Club (MAARC) and EmComm ECI Amateur
Radio Club; Participated in 1 Skywarn event in Delaware Co.

District 8 WB9FHP: The Skywarn Net called up in Monroe County
was not something I was needed to participate in although I monitored
the net while it was happening. As usual the folks there in Monroe
County did a very fine job with the net.
Also I have a very good prospect for Washington County EC and he
should be getting back with me soon (sometime in September) with his
final decision. Still looking for potential EC's for Brown, Lawrence
and Jackson Counties.
August was the month for D8 to handle the ARES Section Net and
although the 80 meter band does not cooperate very well this time of

District 7 W9EEU: I participated in National Night Out with the
Clay County group. We set up a communications trailer and a public
information table for display. I also, attended the Owen County
hamfest, and monthly meetings in Clay and Putnam counties.
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year we had 34 check ins in 4 sessions. The 4 sessions took a total of
125 minutes.
I am preparing to have some involvement with the European stations
in the SET they are planning for October. We have some folks in
Orange County that will be participating and I hope possibly to get
some activity out of some of the other counties as well.

operations I am sure it will be a good system. Looking forward to
RACES contact from the state group on the local repeater soon.
Grant County N9GTL: Probably one of the longest continually
running and active Skywarn Nets that we have ever had. Ran a full 6
hours from one side of the county to the other, then back to start over
again and back through the county again. Also, the first time that we
have had multiple spotters confirm tornados aloft "and" touching
down. Also confirmed as channel 13 video tracked. Interesting
afternoon and evening.

Indiana ARES August ADEC Comments
District 7 K9DUR: Attended the Clay County ARES meeting.
Presented a forum on NVIS Antennas and Emergency
Communications at the Owen County Hamfest.

Harrison County W9WXN: Held an ARES meeting to discuss and
prepare for upcoming SET drill in October. A lot of preparation going
into the SET. We also held 5 sessions of ARES net in August.

Indiana ARES August EC Comments
Allen County KB9WWM: There were 2 SKYWARN activations in
Allen County in August. The largest was on the 24th of August when
an EF-3 tornado touched down near Woodburn, IN. The directed net
operation commenced at about 1715 hours and was closed at about
2015 hours. Roll call after the formal net had closed indicated that 41
operators were monitoring the net during the operation. Net etiquette
was excellent throughout the event. No injuries or fatalities were
reported. There was significant structural damage along a path about 5
1/2 miles long.

Hendricks County KB9DJA: Indiana Section Manager Brent Walls
visited the Hendricks County Amateur Radio Club this month. Our
"Welcome to ARES" orientation class this year will be October 8th.
This class is designed for those who signed up this year to join
HCARES. Some of the topics that will be covered in this class are our
emergency plan, radio frequencies and protocols we will be using
during an emergency/disaster. Also, our last QSY drill for the summer
was this month. This exercise is conducted on one of our weekly
ARES net in which sometime during the net we have the check-ins
move to another radio frequency to check in there then switch back to
the original net frequency and resume the net. Our monthly simplex
net will resume beginning next month. With both county hospitals
approval, our monthly hospital radio test net will start on the third
Saturday of each month at 10:30am. This will start on January
21,2017. Currently this net is on the third Thursday morning at 9:30
a.m.

Delaware County NQ8E: Regular monthly meeting took place on
8/20, discussion of batteries for training session. Storm net took place
on 8/24 for a 23-minute duration. 17 check-ins
Fayette County N9TU: I have established a packet BBS running
JNOS, URONode and FBB software. Once I get a good feel for all
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In addition, there were several other funnel clouds during the course of
the evening that aligned with radar rotation patterns.

Howard County N9LRO: August was a very busy month for us in
Howard County. Beginning on the evening of August 15 a severe
weather net was brought up by a first time net control KC9NNH who
did an outstanding job. The storm was tracked by spotters as it
approached the southeast side of Greentown with a developing wall
cloud. At approximately 4 miles NE of town it dropped a tornado
which was on the ground for a short time damaging a barn and several
acres of crops.

During the storm event of 8/24 we had 24 spotters check in from
around the county. Everyone did an outstanding job reporting the
weather event and the subsequent damage reports. Not only did
damage occur from the tornados but during the storm the EOC took a
direct lightning strike knocking out all radio communications.
I would like to recognize W9SMJ, KG0G, KC9NNH, W9GIU,
N9PWG, as they stayed right on these storms and provided accurate
minute by minute tracking of these very damaging storms.

On the afternoon and evening of August 24th an approaching storm
from the west caused us to bring up a Skywarn net with N9LRO as net
control. As the initial storm came in we began tracking a wall cloud
west of Kokomo. At 1520 a tornado dropped and was on the ground
from about 3 miles west of Kokomo and stayed on the ground for over
8 miles. This was an f-3 tornado that caused extensive damage with
over 600 structures damaged or destroyed and caused 20 injuries.

Jasper County KC9EJL: Preparing for District 1 Drill in September.
Upgrades for Communications Truck and the Mobile Tower
Johnson County N9SIU: Not too much happening in Johnson County
this month. The big storms passed us by but were still on alert just in
case threatening weather would come our way. The move to the new
location of the radio room has been completed and antennas have been
moved. There are still lots of work to do before the room is able to be
fully used. This will be a continuing project for the next few weeks.

The activity continued as another approaching storm dropped another
tornado at 1740 in Carrol county just west of the Howard county line.
This F1 tornado was on the ground for 1 hour and 2 minutes and
covered over 17 miles destroying some farm structures and a lot of
corn.

Kosciusko County AB9ZA: Nothing to report this week other than
the Weekly ARES Net, and a short ARES training session as part of
the local Hoosier Lakes Radio Club

The night was not over as at 1902 a third tornado dropped just south of
Russiaville. It was rated as an F1 and was on the ground for 1.5 miles
and damaged one building and more crops and trees.

Marion County W9SOX: Many volunteers from Marion County and
surrounding counties participated in supporting the 4th annual Indy
Air Race, they provided safety and logistical feedback to race
organizers. Our August training was a review on ICS forms. Before

At 1918 a fourth tornado was on the ground near SR 931/26. This was
another F1 and was on the ground for a little over a mile.
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the training we held our quarterly meeting and our first 'Tech Time'
where we invited area hams to come and get help with programming
radios, ask questions about digital modes, ARES, Skywarn or anything
they might need help with. We will likely continue this program every
quarter with our meetings.
Monroe County K9TEM: Monroe County ARES members
participated in the August county warning siren test and five weekly
ARES Monday Night nets. On 24 August, Monroe County ARES
members checked into a Skywarn net when several severe
thunderstorm cells, one containing a funnel cloud, threatened the area.
Fortunately, there were no injuries and no property damage was
reported.
Morgan County N9JPX: We'll be looking for several volunteers to
assist with three public service communications events in October.
October 1: Hoosier Hikers Council Race in Morgan/Monroe Forest.
October 9: Martinsville Fall Foliage Festival Parade.
October 29: Hoosier Hikers Council Techumseh Marathon.
Anyone interested in helping can contact me at 765-346-1123 or email
at n9jpx09@yahoo.com

Saint Joseph County AC9KF: St Joseph county ARES had a busy
August, we launched a surprise emergency repeater down drill on our
weekly net, testing our simplex range. Other drills were testing radio
communications at both Memorial Hospital and St Joseph regional
med center, we discovered issues within St Joe med center that
prevented hospital to hospital communication. We are looking at ways
to improve communication within SJRMC and hospital to hospital
communication. 4 members joined with our local Red Cross to assist
in damage assessment due to heavy flooding. We had taken the class
just 3 weeks prior. We activated an ARES net during one of the days
of damage assessment where we were able to provide location and
progress to assist the Red Cross in determining deployment to other
affected areas without tying up phone lines by utilizing the Red Cross
amateur station within the Red Cross building. 6 members worked at
our Just One Day licensing class, 17 newly licensed amateurs were
invited to join ARES, with 3 for sure commitments.

Orange County WB9FHP: Practiced in the proper way to convert
Radiograms over to ICS-213 message so in case such a conversion
become necessary if ICP will not accept any other form in the case of
H&W traffic.

Vigo County W9VKD: Valued member of Vigo County ARES, Dan
Hunter, NW9N is now a silent key (SK) He will be missed.

Scott County WR9G: Scott County ARES/RACES group held a VE
session on August 13th and had two individuals pass their Technician
exams and are now licensed as amateur radio operators. Our next
scheduled exam session is October 8th at 10:00 AM at the EOC
meeting room. Walk-ins are always welcome.

K9IUB: Had a funnel cloud west of Bloomington 8/24/2016.

Starke County KC8OBH: In July we inspected the ARES/RACES
trailer.

Indiana ARES August OES Comments

KC9TYA: Helped put up a new HF antenna on the WEMA
building. There are plans in the works to put up a loop antenna in the
fall
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KA9QWC: August was another busy month with many traffic nets on
voice, digital and packet radio. Trying to encourage more hams to use
VHF packet as this mode still works when the Internet is down. The
old Terminal Node Controllers (TNC's) are mostly bargains out there
at hamfests. From Whitley County my home packet station can reach
several counties. Allen, Kosicusko via k9cwd-7 node, Noble, Elkhart
via n9qcl-7 node. The w9inx-1 node in Allen County opens the door to
make further communications to packet stations with low power or
indoor antennas. Then my choice of a home BBS is ka9lcf that has a
lot of options to bring stations together that either do not leave their
packet stations on 24/7 or cannot have an outside antenna. I try to
leave my station on 24/7. My home BBS is
ka9qwc@ka9lcf.#nein.in.usa.noam -

In Closing
Over the last several months, I have received messages from several
club officers across the section looking for speakers for club meetings.
I know it can be difficult to find someone to present at club meetings
but you should consider someone from one of the ARRL Field
Services appointments. It could be your local Emergency Coordinator,
Public Information Officer, Official Relay Station or a member of the
senior section staff. We are all here to serve and help improve the
hobby. If you can’t find someone locally, please feel free to reach out
to me directly and I will help find you someone.
Brent, N9BA
bwalls@arrl.org
317-895-1592 home
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