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As many of you know, I ran unopposed for the Section Manager
position. This means I wasn’t able to make or eventually break any
campaign promises. However, I want to share a few goals that I have
for the Indiana Section. It is my hope that together we can achieve
these goals.
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First, we must begin to actively recruit youth in to the Amateur Radio
hobby. This can be as simple as your club contacting a local boy scout
troop to demonstrate Amateur Radio. The new Section Youth
Coordinator, Andrew N9AWM, will be providing information on
getting youth involved in the coming months. I challenge every club
in the section to reach out to a local youth organization this year and
tell them about Amateur Radio.
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Secondly, we will be updating the section website very soon. We want
the section website to provide pertinent information. If there is
something that you think should be included in the website, please
send that suggestion to me directly. Together we can make the
website a resource for aspiring, new licensed and experienced hams
alike.
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My third goal is to increase the number of ARRL members in the
Indiana Section. We have exceeded 20,000 licensed Amateur Radio
operators in the Indiana Section. Out of all those hams, only 16% of
them are members of the ARRL. So, tell your friends about why you
are a member of the ARRL. Encourage them to join and support the
ARRL.
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The American Radio Relay League (ARRL)
“To promote and advance the art, science,
and enjoyment of amateur radio”

73,
Brent Walls, N9BA
ARRL Indiana Section Manager
bwalls@arrl.org
317-895-1592 home

Find us on the web at INARRL.ORG
www.facebook.com/inarrl
www.twitter.com/in_arrl
ARES® and Amateur Radio Emergency Service® are registered
trademarks of the ARRL.
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Remembering Friends We’ll Miss …

Upcoming Hamfests

 Kenneth Sexton, KC9ICK Indianapolis, IN
All silent key obituary notices should be sent directly to Brent Walls at
bwalls@arrl.org for inclusion in this monthly
column.

Field Organization Appointment Updates
New Appointments:
 Anthony Stokes KU9V Section Emergency Coordinator
 Barry Palencer KC9WMS Public Information Coordinator
 Anthony Stokes KU9V Official Observer
 Mark Skowronski K9MQ Technical Specialist
 George Womack WB9SJZ Official Observer
 Ronald Reynolds KC9ZNY Emergency Coordinator

The ARRL appreciates the time and effort every volunteer gives in
serving the Indiana Section and promoting amateur radio. Many
people talk about what should be done, but it takes committed
volunteers to get it done. Thank You!
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Youth Involvement – Future Hams

20,000 amateur radio operators participated in the 2015 JOTA, from
more than 17,776 stations in 151 countries.

Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) 2016

When Is It?
Jamboree-on-the-Air is held the third weekend in October. There are
no official hours, so you have the whole weekend to make JOTA
contacts. The event officially starts Friday evening during the JOTA
Jump Start and runs through Sunday evening.

Jamboree-on-the-Air, or JOTA, is the
largest Scouting event in the world. It is
held annually the third full weekend in
October. JOTA uses amateur radio to link
Scouts and hams around the world, around
the nation, and in your own community.
This jamboree requires no travel, other than
to a nearby amateur radio operators ham
shack. Many times you can find the hams will come to you by setting
up a station at your Scout camporee, at the park down the block, or
perhaps at a ham shack already set up at your council’s camp.

How Can I Participate as a Scout?
Contact your local Scout council and see what may already be planned
in your area. You can also contact a local ham radio operator or a local
amateur radio club. You can find a searchable database of clubs
at www.arrl.org/find-a-club . This website is operated by the
American Radio Relay League, the national association for amateur
radio, which is cooperating closely with the BSA on JOTA and many
other activities.

Tell Me More
Scouts of any age can participate, from Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts and
Venturers, including girls. Once at the ham radio station, the
communication typically involves talking on a microphone and
listening on the station speakers. However, many forms of specialized
communication may also be taking place, such as video
communication,
digital
communication (much like sending
a message on your smartphone but
transmitted
by
radio),
or
communication through a satellite
relay or an earth-based relay (called
a repeater). The exchanges include
such information as name, location (called QTH in ham speak), Scout
rank, age, and hobbies. The stations you’ll be communicating with can
be across town, across the country, or even around the world! The
World Scout Bureau reported that nearly 1 million Scouts and almost

Your local club may be able to direct you to its planned JOTA
activities. These can include ham stations set up at camporees or other
events. Or, if there are no planned activities, you can either work with
them to get something set up or arrange to visit a local radio operator’s
ham shack at a scheduled time to participate in JOTA.
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Public Information Outreach

Fort Wayne Radio Club
Johnny Appleseed Festival

The Bicentennial has begun

October 1 – 9
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society, Evansville
Club Festival

2016 marks the 200th anniversary of statehood for Indiana. To
celebrate this achievement and promote Amateur Radio, the ARRL
Indiana Section is offering a unique and highly desirable certificate
and individual QSL cards to stations making contact with Indiana
Bicentennial Special Event Stations during this year. Our sincere
thanks to all the clubs that are already committed to operating Special
Event stations as part of the commemoration.

Westside Nut

November 12
Fort Wayne DX Association
Allen County War Memorial Coliseum

At the present time, there are twelve Special Event station operations
slated for this year (see complete list in the Affiliated Club
Coordination column page 14). While each Special Event station may
issue its own QSL cards, the clean sweep certificate will be issued by
the Indiana Section. Indiana Section PIOs stand ready to assist clubs in
publicizing and marketing these local radio/historic events.

W9I – Indiana Bicentennial
Special Event Stations

PIO Reports:
Delaware County PIO Jim McDonald

August 5 – 21

Indiana State Fair (W9ISF)

Preparations are underway and publicity is starting to support our
annual fall technician class in late September. We have gotten good
results in the past using flyers on community bulletin boards in
restaurants, grocery stores, etc.
We are also listing it on community calendars at radio stations and the
local PBS feed which runs three digital channels and shares
the information across all three feeds.
We also will have a presence with another local club at the annual
White River Clean Up day. Past years, we have gotten good
recognition from the organizers and they treat hams as crew leaders so
folks can come to us with questions and problems--since we can

September 5
Cass County Amateur Radio Club
Cass County Civil War
Remembrance
September 16
Bloomington Amateur Radio Club
Monroe Co. Fall Festival
Education Day
September 17
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communicate back to net control and get the answers and coordinate
with the transport folks and EMS if needed.

Johnson County PIO Rusty Kirts, N9LLP
The MidState Amateur Radio club has moved! The radio room that is.
On July 30th about a dozen members of MARC
got together for a moving party. Because of
changing security concerns at the Johnson
County Jail, the radio room was relocated to
the Johnson Co Prosecutors office a few blocks
south of the County Courthouse. We are still
centrally located in the county with a security
system giving 24-7 access, a nice tower and plenty of parking. We got
all the furniture and equipment moved out but we have to finish
recovering the coax and antennas. Once they are moved and installed
at the new location we will be back on the air. On the calendar for us
yet is our demonstration station we set up at the Heartnut Festival at
the Johnson Co Park at Camp Atterbury
September 10-11. This will be the 31st annual
festival and as we get closer to the event you
can follow them at facebook/heartnutfestival/
for more information. This year there are
plans to expand on activities and fun events for
the whole family. Model railroad displays, RC
car races, RC airplanes, mini train rides, and a
Blacksmiths demonstration to name a few.
Come by and check it out.

Jim McDonald, KB9LEI
Muncie Area ARC PIO
Elkhart County PIO Dave Menges, WB9TEN
Operating under an ARES umbrella, hams in Elkhart County
supported one of the county’s best attended events, the 2016 Elkhart
County 4H Fair Parade. This is a very visible operation for the amateur
community because we operate while standing side by side with tens
of thousands of spectators along a three mile parade route. The focus
of the operation is to provide the parade director information on parade
progress, gaps in the parade, parade rules infractions, and blocked
railroad crossings. The 10 operators supporting the event stationed
themselves at the parade assembly areas, key intersections, railroad
crossings, and with the director at the fairgrounds grandstand. This
year the group handled 83 pieces of traffic that included six reports for
train interruptions and two weather checks. The net operated on VHF
simplex with two UHF-to-VHF mobile cross band repeaters at each
end to improve coverage in trouble spots.
David Menges, WB9TEN
Elkhart County PIO
Fayette County PIO Jerry Fray, N9TU

73 to all,
Rusty N9LLP
Mid-State Amateur Radio Club PIO Team

Nothing much to report on the scene as it were. Touched base with
media contacts in AM/FM radio and local newspaper, no changes
there. Looking forward to a hot August in Fayette County.

Hendricks County PIO Barry Palencer, KC9WMS

Jerry Fray N9TU
Fayette County ARRL PIO
Marion County PIO

July was a slow month for Hendricks County, after coming off of field
day. We do have an upcoming Ham Tailgate fest on August 13, which
I have been able to get on the events calendar for the county paper. I
am looking forward to seeing everyone there.
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On September 24, the Bloomington Amateur Radio Club will
host the Bloomington Hamfest at the Monroe County Fairgrounds.
Which is located at 5700 N Airport Road, in Bloomington. Just west
of IN-37 / I-69 off of IN 54 W (Bloomfield Rd / W 2nd St). Gates open
at 7 AM and will last until approximately 4 PM.

I am looking forward to the new challenges of my new role as the
Indiana Section PIC. Working together let’s all spread the word about
Amateur Radio, and the roles that we play in everyday
communication, to the disasters we provide lifesaving communications
with, and all other services we provide in-between.

$5 admission, which includes a free indoor flea market table.
Additional tables will be available at a fee, depending on number of
tables needed. No outdoor tables will be available.

Barry Palencer, KC9WMS
Hendricks County PIO
Monroe County PIO Jimmy Merry, KC9RPX

A ham platter combo, will be available for lunch, which will
include a slice of ham, green beans, fried potatoes and includes a
drink. Also other food items and drinks available throughout the day.

Greetings from Monroe County,
It has been a very quiet month in Monroe County for the
Bloomington ARC, Bloomington South High School ARC, and
Indiana University K9IU clubs. Although yet a very busy month.

Vendors confirmed are Amateur Accessories and Ham World
Inc.

As both K9IU at Indiana University and K9SOU at
Bloomington South High School students are preparing to step back
into the classroom to continue their education. The Bloomington
Amateur Radio Club – K9DIY has been very busy in preparation for
two events in September.

Talk-in on 146.640, PL -136.5 PL WB9TLH Bloomington
Repeater.
VE TESTING at 11 AM.
73,
Jimmy Merry, KC9RPX
INARRL Monroe County PIO

September 16 beginning at 9 AM members from BARC will
participate at the Monroe County Fall Festival “Education Day”. We
will operate a special event station as part of the 2016 Indiana
Bicentennial under the W9I callsign. Some members from K9SOU,
and K9IU will join BARC during the afternoon. We will also
demonstrate amateur radio, and it uses to both Monroe County
Students and the public.

Whitley County PIO Roger McEntarder, N9QCL
I announced in the local newspapers: Columbia City Post & Mail,
Churubusco News and South Whitley The Tribune News, Local WJHS
91.5 FM (Whitley County Joint High School) radio station, Local Web
based News: Columbia City Talk of the Town and Churubusco Busco
Voice Several and HF Nets: Indiana Traffic Net, Interstate Side Band
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I’d still like to stress that all the clubs that is an ARRL
Affiliated Club, please take a close look at your annual reports on the
ARRL website. The annual reports should be kept current, and can be
updated anytime there is a change. Annual reports are required to be
updated each year by January 31st . The information in the annual
report is very important. There are still 12 clubs that are currently over
one year since last update. ARRL HQ is urging that these report be
brought to a current status.

Net and the Michigan Buzzard Roost Net and several of the local 2M
and 70 CM nets around the northern Indiana area about the Whitley
County Amateur Radio Club (WCARC) General Meeting on July 14,
2016 and the Whitley County W5YI Test session on July 29 & 30,
2016 and the Whitley County W5YI Test session results from July 29
& 30, 2016.
The next W5YI Test session will be held on Saturday October 29,
2016 from 9:00 to 11:00 AM,
In Community Room A and B of the Peabody Library 1160 E. State
Rd. 205 - Columbia City, Indiana.

The following club’s annual reports are currently over one year
since last update. White County, Lake County, Indiana Masonic
Home, Clark County, Grant County, Elkhart ARC, Whitewater Valley,
Porter County, Purdue University, Indiana University, Owen County,
Daviess County, Tri County, Zion Lutheran. Clubs that are over 2
years since last updating the annual report, are at risk of losing their
affiliation status and will become inactive. If a club becomes inactive,
all needs to be done is to bring the annual report current again. If you
are having an issue accessing your clubs annual report, please let me
know.

73,
Roger McEntarfer/ N9QCL
Whitley County TS
Whitley County PIO
Whitley County W5YI CVE

Affiliated Club Coordination
Greetings to everyone. The INARRL would like to hear from all clubs
across Indiana. We’d like to hear about what clubs are doing across
Indiana. Please share such things as club news and happenings, special
events, community interactions, and other special items of interest.

Upcoming Events across Indiana
September 16, 2016
Bloomington Amateur Radio Club
W9I Indiana Bicentennial SES Station at the Monroe County Fall
Festival “Education Day” beginning at 9 AM

If an amateur radio operator in your area does something
special, we would love to hear about it, too. Captioned photographs
are always needed and welcome. Please share these items on a regular
basis by the 5th day of each month. Please submit any newsworthy
information to kc9rpx@gmail.com. Items will be shared in the
Monthly INARRL newsletter and on the website.

September 24, 2016
Bloomington Amateur Radio Club Hamfest
Starting at 800 AM – 4 PM (Setup 700 AM)
Monroe County Fairgrounds, 5700 W Airport Road, Bloomington, IN
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Contact Jimmy Merry KC9RPX@gmail.com,
136.5

Talk-in 146.640 PL –

On a sad note David Spence, K9NDU has taken a timeout from the
Technical Specialist group. We all wish him the best and if
circumstances change hope to see him back in the future. But we
certainly understand that life has the habit of getting in the way of our
wonderful hobby.

October 1, 2016
Starke County Amateur Radio Club
Radioville – “The Town That Never Was”
1300 – 2000 (Zulu Time)
W9JOZ - www.w9joz.org
Frequencies - 28.350, 21.300, 14.200, 7.185

I’m still looking to add Technical Specialists in some underserved
areas especially in the East Central and South Eastern area of the state.
If you’re interested in finding out more send me an email.
73,
Mark Westermeier, N9OZ
Indiana Section Technical Coordinator
n9oz@arrl.net

73,
Jimmy Merry Jr., KC9RPX
Indiana Section Affiliated Club Coordinator
kc9rpx@arrl.net

Technical Specialists Reporting for July 2016: N9QCL, NI9Y,
N7BBW, WA9FGT, WB9L, K3HTK, W9WEL, N9LYY, K0RL,
N9SFX, NF9K, W9AMT, W9BGJ, WB8WOR, AC9HP, N9AWM,
AC9AZ, K9MQ, N9OZ

Technical Specialists – Helping Hams
July was the doldrums of summer for amateur radio in Indiana with
less activity than normal for our Technical Specialists. But that
certainly doesn’t diminish the amount of great technical information
being reported this month, which is as interesting and diverse as usual.

TS May Reports:
N9QCL

Our newest Technical Specialist who was appointed this month is
Mark Skowronski, K9MQ who hails from Lake County. Mark has
been licensed for 20 years and has been actively on the air the entire
time; his first interest was with packet, and has steadily grown into
other modes and aspects of amateur radio. His broad interests and
continuing progression in amateur radio including DMR positions him
to be a great asset for our northwestern amateur community. If you’re
looking for any assistance in the northwestern corner or just want to
say hello send him an email to mark@k9mq.com.

I reran several new coaxes to my radio shack after finding water in a
couple coaxes.
I continued elmering Mike Wright KD9FJP.
I led the July 29 & 30, 2016 Whitley County W5YI Test Session
W5YI TEST RESULTS
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The Whitley County Amateur Radio Club W5YI Team held their
quarterly test session on Friday, July 29, 2016 and Saturday, July 30,
2016.

NI9Y
Thanks to K1BBB, Matt, for climbing my 55 foot self-supporting
tower and replaced the antenna rope pulley with a replacement one.
It’s been about two months since the old pulley rusted away causing
the antenna rope to jam. It took Matt two hours in the hot sun Sunday
Afternoon.

The W5YI Team members present were Donald Evilsizor / KA9QWC,
Catherine Evilsizor / WB8ORR, James Smith / N9FGN, Debra Smith /
N9NNU, Steve Holzinger / KC9WBR, Luke Holman / K5YZ, David
Shakley / N9FGP and Roger McEntarfer / N9QCL.

Band conditions have
been very unsettled the
past month.
Tremendous QSB
caused many QSO’s to
end early or even before
getting started.
I work mostly 80/40 CW
during the twilight hours
every day. Hopefully
this winter season will
prove much better propagation conditions.

Seven people showed up for the July test session and all seven left
smiling with a new license or an upgrade to an existing license.
Only those signing the waiver allowing us to print their results will be
listed.
New hams are as follows:
Paige E. Billian – Technician Class – Fort Wayne, IN
Solomon R. Long – Technician Class – Fort Wayne, IN
Andrew P. Rupert – Technician Class – Columbia City, IN
Timothy B. Scherer – Technician Class – Fort Wayne, IN
Dirk E. Walker – Technician Class – Columbia City, IN

This month I’ll celebrate my 76 B-Day. I started out as KN9EUV in
1955 then six months later passed the General exam at the Federal
building in Chicago. I got my Extra at the Blossomland Hamfest in
the summer of 1986.

Upgrading hams are as follows:
Mark A. Long / KC9ZKP – General Class – Fort Wayne, IN
Stanley O. Needham III / KD9GDW– General Class – Columbia City,
IN

I attended the annual AM
Jamboree in Sturgis,
Michigan, tailgate fest. The
host was Ki8BQ, Gary, who
provided all the food. Gary
started the AM Jamboree for
all AM’ers but everybody is
welcome to attend. There is
no cost as we auction off
donated items to pay for

The next W5YI Test session will be held on Saturday October 29,
2016 from 9:00 to 11:00 AM, In Community Room A and B of the
Peabody Library 1160 E. State Rd. 205 - Columbia City, Indiana.
73,
Roger McEntarfer/ N9QCL
Whitley County TS
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expenses. You can see photos and yours truly as the auctioneer. I
picked up a like new Hammarlund HQ-140XA receiver, which works
great. This will be my straight key night receiver. The XA model had
improved dial accuracy and sensitivity.

W9AMT
Well, half the year has come and gone in the blink of an eye. Summer
is here, and along with it comes the good old Indiana humidity. July
did yield some great ham radio time in spite of the heat.

Barry WD4MSM and Ken WA9S, activated the Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore Park for the Parkathon event on Saturday July
30th. They said it rained and band conditions were terrible and only a
few contacts were made. The Michiana Amateur Radio Club W9AB
held it’s annual family picnic at Clay Park Saturday July 30 in South
Bend. Thunderstorms held off just in time for the event that featured a
foxhunt.

The Indy hamfest will be first thing I'll report on. It was a wellattended event, in spite of the odd days. It was a two-day ordeal this
year, but a Friday/Saturday event. I think there would've been better
attendance had it been a Saturday/Sunday show, but all in all it went
well. The new Hoosier DMR roadshow repeater made its debut at the
event and was very well received. Folks came by to look at it and see
how small the new SLR5700 repeaters are. I gave the DMR
Demystified talk again this year in the forums building. Mostly new
faces in the crowd so that was good. Nice to see there's still a strong
interest in DMR.

73’s from NI9Y, Dan
Mishawaka, IN
N7BBW
We worked on a situation with our 441.850 repeater. It turned out that
the new pcs tower owner removed our antenna. Not the first time this
has happened with tower owners. The repeater is ok. But the duplexer
is toast. Not much else to report

I stumbled upon a great deal on a VHF XPR8300, so I've decided to
try and put Indiana's first VHF DMR repeater on the air. I have a
couple sites in my back pocket in downtown that should yield great
coverage. Not sure if I'll connect it into Hoosier DMR or maybe run it
in mixed mode. We shall see.

73 from N7BBW Floyd County
I've bought into the dongle technology. Picked up a DV4Mini, and
have been playing around with it some. I've built a patch, with the help
of Robert with DMRX, to allow Indiana Statewide access with
dongles. Hopefully we don't get inundated with a ton of unnecessary
traffic. Might bring some different folks to our weekly net though.

N9LYY
K0RL
A fine day here in southern Indiana. July has been slow here regarding
TS support. We are considering building a trailer with tower for our
county EMA operations with portable repeaters. We have a lot of
interest in the project.

Made a few changes to talkgroups on the Hoosier DMR cBridge. We
are dumping USA-1776. No one uses it anymore it seems so we
instead will be replacing it with The Bridge 3100. It's a legacy
talkgroup that interconnects DMR+, BrandMeister, DMR, Hytera,
home brew and dongle technology. Neat stuff.

73,
Ron, K0RL
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On the 26th, I traveled to New Castle for the quarterly meeting of the
Henry County club to give them the DMR Demystified talk. Had
around 15 people attend and lots of interest and questions. After the
meeting, a few of the folks said they're trying to locate a site for their
own DMR repeater so they can connect to Hoosier DMR. I told them
I'd help in any way possible, but the new W9AMT Muncie DMR
repeater provides plenty of coverage well into Henry County. They
agreed but would still like to get something down by I-70. I'd say look
for a new repeater to pop up in that area very soon.

We did get to go outside for some practice foxhunts. Some performed
better than others. I offered some suggestions on how to find the fox
but being a "civilian”, there was no E.F. Hutton moment. One of the
receivers had some thumbwheel switches and a fine tuning knob to
adjust the frequency to the particular transmitter being DFed. The
Instructor had his own idea of what the vernier knob did but I tried
explaining to him what it really did. I think towards the end, he was
starting to believe that I was telling the truth. But he could have been
just trying to shut me up. I'm still thinking of sending him a copy of
my commercial FCC license.

Been helping Jordan K9NZF get his first DMR repeater off the
ground. He'll be adding a new system in Randolph County
broadcasting 100 watts of digital joy. High ground, a 12 dB gain
antenna and that much power, we are seeing models of coverage well
into Ohio, almost to Dayton. Should make for a nice system for those
traveling to the new location for Hamvention.

73, Pete,

N9SFX

NF9K
July was an interesting month. I was able to do some work, but
traveled to SSF for work the last week of the month. I took two HT’s
along with me giving me Analog, P25 and DMR UHF capabilities. It
was a good trip, but not a lot of time for playing around.

That's about it for this month. Looking forward to getting this new
VHF DMR system on the air and a few hamfests lined up in August.
Talk to you all then. 73!

I was contacted by another ham preparing for a Boy Scout’s Radio
Merit Badge session. He’d found me online and I was able to share
the material that I had. Hopefully this will mean some new future
hams joining the ranks down the road!

73 all.
Tony Tolbert W9AMT
N9SFX

Finished what I hope is the final tweak to the IRC email server. It’s
been challenging to find functional free solutions. We’ve done
extensive testing on the latest server software, Axigen for those
interested, and it seems to be able to meet the needs of the
organization.

I went to a Project Lifesaver training program at the Elkhart County
Sheriff's department just south of Elkhart, at the same location as the
county jail. There were 8 of us there from 8:00 AM until 1:30 PM.
Lunch was catered in. Project lifesaver is the program that uses radio
direction finding techniques to locate those who might wander off:
Alzheimer's, autism, Down's syndrome.

Updated the IRC’s website with a new repeater directory and make
some corrections in the web page coding to correct a display anomaly.

The equipment has gone through some changes in the 10 years that I
have been involved in the program. See the Winter 2005 CQ VHF for
my story about a Project Lifesaver rescue.
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Received a donated XPR8300 DMR repeater with a blown PA for a
project. This repeater was put into place to front-end my EchoIRLP <> DMR interface. With the implementation of this machine, the talk
group can now be fully policed by the c-Bridge instead of it having the
ability to stomp on TS1 of my Indy DMR repeater. Additionally, I
still have one-time slot for experimentation.

enough, a fried cap. So hopefully the unit I have can be repaired. Ed
has already fixed the unit he pulled for me.
73,
Bill Atkinson, NF9K
ARRL Technical Specialist
www.nf9k.net
www.crossroadsdmr.org

Speaking of the EchoIRLP <-> DMR interface, I received an email
from a Washington State Ham regarding the now and how the
interface was setup. I was able to share some information with him as
well as some advice on how he can access my existing node.

N9AWM
I’ve been working on the Section website, and hope to have it made
the public site here in the next month or so.

I also finally figured out my cron issue with the EchoIRLP node…. I
now have a cron job setup to connect the node to the Good Morning
Net. The issue was I’d failed to establish required environment
variables before my bash script was executed by cron. With help, I
was able to identify the need for the environment and a little tweaking
to the crontab and I was golden! Very nice to have this thing running!

73s,
Andrew Murrey, N9AWM
Indiana Section Technical Specialist - ARRL
AC9HP

Attended both days of the Indianapolis Hamfest. This was the first
time it was two days for as long as I can remember. Ed, K3HTK and
I, setup two vendor tables and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. I’m not
real sure if I came home with more stuff that I went with or not, but I
did sell a few items.

Had a great time meeting people at the Indy ham fest. I was able to
purchase a microphone for a Yaesu FT101E.
Looking forward to the August 13th tailgate hamfest in Danville,
sponsored by the HCRCSG (Hendricks County Amateur Radio
Support Group).

While at the ham fest, I was contacted by a member of the Ham Fest
Association to help them with an online web form for their online
orders. I threw together a simple example and plan to continue to
work with them to get things functioning the way they need.

At the Indy hamfest I was able to procure from Bill NF9K an Alinco
packet 2m radio. I tested the radio and found it to be in excellent
shape. I put a packet go kit together. The kid includes an old camera
case, 40 foot of coax, jPole antenn, radio, 30 amp power supply
(requires standard house power) and a tablet PC for working packet
radio, winlink or any other software you may need during a crisis.
The packet station go kit will be on display at the Hendricks County
Emergency Preparedness fest on September 14th from 12 pm to 7 pm.

Experienced a power supply failure on the amp of my Indy DMR
repeater. I expected this as the PS I was using was one of those small
JetStream switching units. It’s since been swapped out with an Astron
35A continuous duty unit. The good news is that Ed (K3HTK)
discovered a fried cap in the unit he pulled while I was out in SSF.
After hearing his report, I checked another unit that I had and sure
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We (Hendricks County ARES) are hoping to bring awareness to value
of digital modes during a crisis. The plan is to demo the winlink
system and sending people who wish an email from the radio system
using the W9SEM-10 node in Indianapolis showing how even if our
local towers are down an email with valuable information can still be
sent and emails can also be received. The complete the kit I will
eventually add a battery system.

Also in August I will be building my first radio kit. It is on order and I
am very excited.
AC9AZ
Not much going on for July. We are looking forward to our
September meeting. Educational activities at the Terre Haute
North High School are on hold until the students return. Have a
great month of August. 73

After getting Erik KC9WRY addicted to fusion (C4FM) we were able
to get the repeater connected to wires-x directly at the repeater and
skipping a remote node configuration. This also allowed my node
equipment to be available for a local node at home.

K9MQ

* KD9EST Fusion repeater is now on wires-x full time. 442.025+ PL
151.4

July sure has flown by. This is my first month reporting, and I would
like to thank Mark, N9OZ and Brent, N9BA for their help with getting
me involved and answering my questions concerning the Technical
Specialist program. I am hoping that I will be able to help amateurs
here locally in Northwest Indiana and throughout the section.

* AC9HP Wires-x node in Avon operating on 145.565 at about 30 feet
in the air.
I was lucky enough to get a FT2DR HT for fusion. The camera on the
microphone leaves much to be desired. The DTMF pad is non-existent
and you have to use the touch screen for that feature. The screen is
larger than most HT screens and touching it accidentally is very easy.
I have learned to use the lock feature to stop myself from changing
frequencies by accident. Compared to the FT1XD I think the larger
screen very nice but after that it is hard to say it is an improvement
over the prior model. However, with the rebate it is actually cheaper
than the FT1XD. The APRS on both radios is a great feature and if
you have never had an APRS radio this would be a great radio start
with. The TNC for the APRS is only available for APRS and cannot
be used for other packet features. This is a disappointment to me but I
already expected it to work this way the same as the VX8DR/VX8G.

This month, I was contacted by a ham in Lake County who wanted to
upgrade from a Tytera DMR HT to something from Motorola. We
discussed the various models that are available and he purchased a
used XPR6550. I worked with him to create a code plug for his new
radio. Unfortunately, when we uploaded the code plug, we noticed
that we had some blank channels in places that we shouldn’t, along
with some repeating channels in reverse order. After consulting with
the Hoosier DMR Facebook group, we learned that the channel
encoder switch was bad (a common problem). The radio was
purchased on EBay and I advised him on how to make a successful
EBay return based on my past experiences. His money was refunded
and he purchased another radio that got him up and running.
Two code plug updates for the CS700 and MD380 were submitted to
the Hoosier DMR code plug vault. The community requested that
some of Bluegrass DMR’s (Kentucky) repeaters be added, which I was
able to accommodate.

In august I will be hosing another Laurel test session at Club Cyberia
on the east side of Indianapolis. The test session is August 6th at 1
PM. The next session will be October 15th in Avon Indiana.
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regrets. And thoroughly enjoyed walking around and seeing all the
great items that were available.

Unexpectedly, I ended up with a Bird Model 43 wattmeter with two
slugs. Spent a few days doing some research and ended up buying an
assortment of elements to cover my needs on HF, VHF, and UHF. A
Bird PEP kit was added to the meter, which will be nice for evaluating
radios in DMR and SSB mode. I found a storage case at my local
Harbor Freight that had pick and pluck foam in it. I tore the foam to
fit my Bird meter, elements, and SWR analyzer. Plastidip from a
spray can helped seal the foam in place.

I was able to provide two people with information on amateur radio
this month and hope they decide to join in on the fun.
Started work on a new packet station by assembling some gear that has
been relegated to the basement and setting up a dedicated computer for
the task. After quite a bit of messing around with windows 10, I
decided to go back to windows 7 as more stable platform for now. I
should probably scrap windows and go to Linux but it’s been a number
of years since I was really on top of it so I’ve taken the lazy approach.

Preparing for the fall and winter 75m/160m operating season, I
purchased a dual 4:1/9:1 balun to see if I can improve the performance
of an existing stealth long wire antenna. While, I have not had much
time to evaluate it, there seems to be an improvement when using the
9:1 ratio.

Mark Westermeier, N9OZ

Official Observers – We’re Listening

It’s been nice enjoying the almost daily six meter openings that we see
almost every year during the summer. One of these openings resulted
in getting Grid #150 confirmed on LOTW for my 6M VUCC 150 Grid
Endorsement sticker.

TOTAL NUMBER OF OFFICIAL OBSERVERS: 12
HF MONITORING HOURS: 72
VHF/UHF MONITORING HOURS: 77
ADMINISTRATIVE HOURS: 5.75
ADVISORY NOTICES SENT: 1
GOOD OPERATOR CARDS SENT: 6

Went to the Indianapolis Hamfest for the first time and had a great
experience. I sat in on Dave, N9KT’s Arduino forum and the ARRL
section forum. I learned quite a bit of information from both forums
and hope to someday experiment with either Arduino or Raspberry Pi.

Indiana Official Observers contributed 150.75 hours assisting fellow
Hams. GREAT job!

73 Mark, K9MQ
N9OZ

Below is a little more information concerning the ARRL Official
Observer Program in the Indiana Section.

The Indy Hamfest was great this year and seemed to have an abundant
turnout. I was fortunate to talk with many amateurs who I haven’t
seen in quite a number of months and a few that it’s been much longer
which was really nice. I had the opportunity to help out and support a
few of the vendors with a number of purchases of which I have no

The ARRL Official Observer (OO) program is one of the "behind-thescenes" programs that many Hams do not realize exists or may not
have a good understanding of the work of an Official Observer. This
brief article will explain the basic requirements to be an OO, some of
15

the Official Observer Coordinator’s (OOC) responsibilities, and the
OOs written communications to fellow hams.

patience and an ability to make informed decisions. OOs have NO
ENFORCEMENT authority! Candidates for the program must
understand that OOs are NOT radio cops.

All ARRL Indiana Section OOs must be either a General Class or
Extra Class license holder. OOs are also required to have been
licensed for at least four years, and must maintain ARRL membership.
Indiana Section OOs must have the capability to receive, monitor and
record conversations on preferably all of the VHF, UHF, and HF
bands. Single band capabilities are also considered.

After an affirmative recommendation by the OOC and SM, ARRL HQ
sends the applicant an FCC Rule book, ARRL Official Observer
Manual, and a comprehensive open book examination. Once the
applicant passes the examination they are appointed by the ARRL and
certified by the SM with a signed certificate. Additional materials are
sent to the new OO to assist them in being effective in their new
position.

OO monitoring activities is not confined to the ARRL Section in
which he or she is appointed. OOs monitor all United States and its
territories, and at times interact via an advisory notice sent to various
Hams throughout the U.S. and its territories. OOs do not confront or
engage in a QSO when he or she is monitoring as an OO. Any
advisories or good operator cards sent to fellow amateur operators are
intended to be friendly and helpful to an operator who may have
inadvertently violated one of the FCC Rules and Regulations. The
greatest part of being an OO is when an OO hears a fellow Ham
exhibiting outstanding amateur radio practices. In these cases, a
"Good Operator Card" is mailed to the Ham to confirm their
contribution and commitment to high quality radio operations. The
work of an OO is not to talk, but to listen. Most people who talk with
an OO on the air are usually not aware that the person is an OO. One
of the guidelines for OOs is that they do not send a fellow HAM a card
about a violation that may have occurred while the OO was in a QSO
with the person.

Every month, each OO must file a monthly monitoring activity report.
These reports are sent to the OOC who compiles a report of all Section
OO activity and sends the report to the SM. The SM then compiles his
report and sends it to ARRL HQ to be recorded, and in some cases
reported to the FCC.
If you are interested in becoming an ARRL Official Observer, and a
member of the FCC Auxiliary, please send me an e-mail with your
information, including your phone number, and I will give you a call
so we can discuss the program further. I will then assist you in filing
your application.
The OO Program is fun and very rewarding, so please do not hesitate
to give it a try.
73 all!
Lou Everett, Sr., WA5LOU
ARRL Official Observer Coordinator, Indiana Section
Telephone: 317-749-9883
E-Mail: wa5lou@arrl.net

All applicants to be an OO complete an on-line application and then
the ARRL sends the application to the OOC and the Section Manager
(SM) in which the applicant lives. It is the OOC's responsibility to
recommend approval or disapproval to the SM for the candidate to be
allowed to take the comprehensive examination on FCC Rules and
possible OO actions in various situations. As the ARRL Indiana
Section OOC, I personally call each applicant to discuss what the
program is and is not. Being an OO isn't for everyone. It takes

National Traffic System – Net Gains
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Hello everyone, I hope July was a good
month for all. Unfortunately, not much
radio for me during July as life seems to
get in the way from time to time. I have a
little extra time off coming this week so
hopefully can get a little more radioactive. Just a reminder as of the time of
this writing I have several regular
reporting stations unaccounted for. I need to receive reports by the 6th
or the 7th of the month at the latest to get them turned in by the 8th. I
appreciate each and every one of you that make NTS great in the state
of Indiana. Let’s keep it going and recognize everyone for their
efforts. Everyone have a great month and very 73
Brian G. Jenks, W9BGJ
ARRL Indiana Section Traffic Manager
w9bgj@arrl.net

NTS By the Numbers
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Amateur Radio Emergency Service – In Action
ARES by the Numbers
NUMBER
OF
ARES
MEMBERS
(REPORTED): 763
MEMBERSHIP CHANGE (REPORTED): 5

NUMBER OF ASEC/DEC/EC/OES REPORTS RECEIVED: 42
NUMBER OF APPOINTEES NOT REPORTING: 32
ASEC's REPORTING: K9DUR
DEC's REPORTING: KB9WWM District 03, KC9RVL District 06,
W9EEU District 07, WB9FHP District 08
ADEC's REPORTING: K9DUR District 07
EC's REPORTING: KB9WWM Allen County, K9JAJ Bartholomew
County, KV9N Cass County, KC9JAV Clark County, KC9ELU
Decatur County, KC9ZCK Dekalb County, NQ8E Delaware County,
N9TU Fayette County, N9LJA Gibson County, N9MOX Hancock
County, W9WXN Harrison County, KB9DJA Hendricks County,
N9SIU Johnson County, AB9ZA Kosciusko County, W9SOX Marion
County, KC9QAK Marshall County, WD9GIU Miami County,
K9TEM Monroe County, KC9ZED Montgomery County, N9JPX
Morgan County, WB9FHP Orange County, K9EOH Owen County,
KB9RZK Putnam County, KC9ZNY Ripley County, AC9KF Saint
Joseph County, WR9G Scott County, W9DRB Spencer County,
N9SWD Sullivan County, N9GKE Tippecanoe County, W9DAC
Tipton County, W9VKD Vigo County, KT9B Warrick County
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OES's REPORTING: W9WXN Harrison County, K9IUB Monroe
County, K9DUR Vigo County, KC9TYA Vanderburgh County,
KA9QWC Whitley County

District 6 KC9RVL: Participated in 1 Skywarn Net in Delaware Co.
Gave Training video on “Using a Sound Modem TNC for VHF Packet
in WinLink Express” by K4REF at EmComm ECI Monthly Meeting.
Also Muncie Area Amateur Radio Club (MAARC) gave a hands-on
presentation about soldering.

NUMBER OF LOCAL ARES NETS ACTIVE: 46
NUMBER OF TEAMS WITH NTS LIAISON: 23

District 7 W9EEU: Participated in a District 7 Task Force exercise.
Amateur radio operators demonstrated a MESH network by
connecting multiple units at the site. RMS packet email was
demonstrated by showing how a packet station at the site could
connect through a gateway station some miles away to send and
receive email (the last mile concept). Both were very well received.

TOTAL NUMBER OF NET SESSIONS, DRILLS/TESTS THIS
MONTH: 129
TOTAL DRILLS PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 886.1
PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS REPORTED: 11
TOTAL PSE PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 240

District 8 WB9FHP: Still trying to talk some People into taking the
EC positions in Lawrence, Washington, Jackson and Brown Counties.
Did go to Washington County and interview a prospect on Friday, July
22nd and explain all the items involved with EC position but as of yet
he has not contacted me with his answer. Going to be following up on
that this coming week. So concerning the other counties anyone
interested in becoming an EC can contact me at 812-865-0156 or
email at wb9fhp@gmaill.com and I will get them the info or even
drive to their location and meet with them.
Also participated in the Orange County 4H fair booth the local Club
and ARES had set up. Several folks were interested in what ARES can
do. Also had a chance to talk with some local service club leaders and
explained how ARES might help them with such things as “Walk-a
thons” and other service club activities. Apparently some of the
leaders only thought we did “Emergency” things, so hopefully we'll
get some activities from this.
I am also planning to attend an Auxcomm Class that will be happening
in Jasper next month.

EMERGENCY NETS REPORTED: 12
TOTAL EMERGENCY PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 251
TOTAL NUMBER OF ARES OPERATIONS THIS MONTH: 147
TOTAL PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 1377.1
IN ARES SECTION NET
Sessions = 5 QNI = 38 QTC = 0 QTR = 55 minutes
Indiana ARES July 2016 DEC Comments
District 3 KB9WWM: I coordinated the communication support for
the Tri-Lakes Triathlon held in Whitley County on the 23rd. Operators
from Whitley, Noble and Allen counties participated in the successful
event. The race director send his that’s to all that provided the
additional eyes on the participants on a very hot day!
As a reminder, there are still unfilled EC vacancies in Lagrange,
Huntington, Whitley and Wabash Counties. If you are interested or
would like to let me know of any candidates please contact me at
KB9WWM@arrl.net.

Indiana ARES July 2016 ASEC Comments
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K9DUR: Attended the Clay County ARES meeting & assisted with
installation of ARES/RACES station in the St Vincent-Cay County
Hospital in Brazil.
Participated in the INDHS District 7 Deployment Exercise on July
30th in Terre Haute. Demonstrated the WinLink 2000 messaging
system utilizing the local packet gateway stations and also set up &
demonstrated an NVIS antenna system.
Checked into 70 NTS & ARES nets during the month.

Hendricks County KB9DJA: This time of year after the Field Day
event is over, the HCARES leadership will start looking forward to
putting together our training classes for the winter season of 2017.
We were asked by the Plainfield Chamber of Commerce to advise
them on any bad weather coming towards them during their event that
was taking place on July 30th.
A second request by them, was to oversee the crowd activity at their
event on the same day and report any problems.
Several members volunteered to oversee the crowd activity.
We had a weather radar observer Bob Burns, who had communicated
to me during the event any bad weather headed towards us.
I then relayed the information to the Plainfield Chamber of Commerce
at the event.
The weather produced no storms or rain on that day.

Indiana ARES July 2016 EC Comments
Allen County KB9WWM: The FWRC, with the support of operators
from Whitley and Noble County supported the Trilakes Triathlon on
July 23, 2016. It was a hot day but the event was successful with no
medical issues reported.

Johnson County N9SIU: I attended the Indy Hamfest in July and
went to the ARES Forum. The Johnson County ARES/RACES
members moved the Emergency Radio Communications room to a
new location on July 30th. The Sheriff's Dept. has other plans for the
room that was used for the past twenty years. The new location is in
Franklin about a mile from the County's new EOC. Due to the
construction of the new county EOC it was not possible to relocate to
that facility. The county made accommodations to use part of the
Johnson County Prosecutor's office in downtown Franklin. Johnson
County ARES/RACES will now have their radio tower and
communication room. Efforts are being taken to make the room
operable as soon as possible.

Allen County is looking forward to our Fall PSE event schedule which
includes the Fort 4 Fitness Marathon event.

Bartholomew County K9JAJ: Our weekly BC-Ares Net on 146.790
MHz PL 103.5 Hz currently begins at 8:30 p.m. Eastern time every
Wednesday evening. Beginning on September 7th, the start-up time
will change to one hour earlier at 7:30 p.m. Eastern time.
Clark County KC9JAV: Been a slow month not much going on
Planning a SET using HT s for simplex operations.
Decatur County KC9ELU: Severe Weather Net on 7/14/2016 due to
severe thunderstorm warning. No damage reported.

Kosciusko County AB9ZA: The weekly Kosciusko County ARES
Net on Saturday mornings continues to grow slowly. We have been
having a main check in on the local 2-meter repeater, then a shorter
version on a simplex frequency to encourage area hams to improve
their antennas / output. On a good day, both parts of the Net are about
the same in number of check-ins.

Harrison County W9WXN: We had five severe weather nets during
the month with no storm damage reported. It's time to begin preparing
for SET drill this fall. Held 3 sessions of the monthly ARES net and
with summer time our participation is down.
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On Saturday, July 30, twelve members of the Hoosier Lakes Radio
Club (and ARES members) got together to test the Club wire antennas.
We culled out some that were incomplete or not on frequency, and
identified those which could be used in a deployment or Field Day.
We even tested the antennas on a member's car to make sure his
mobile station was operating at peak efficiency. This exercise was not
only enjoyable, but educational for younger members of the Club.

realname: Larry B Jones
Putnam County KB9RZK: Several Putnam County ARES members
participated in a District 7 Mobilization Exercise on Saturday, July 30,
2016, at the Terre Haute Air Base in Terre Haute, Indiana. George,
KB9RZK, helped with the communications in the Incident Command
Center and performed the fldigi test communication using a fldigi
equipped laptop from the Putnam County Emergency Operations
Center. Other members participating in the fldigi comm and mesh
network demos were Larry, KD9FTQ, Jim, WD9GBC, John, K9UT,
and Dave, KC9RBE who was also responsible for all the
communications activities.

Marion County W9SOX: Marion County ARES set up a Situational
Awareness Monitoring station on July 24th in support of the Brickyard
400. Our Situational Awareness Monitoring station and activities
allow us to more closely monitor weather, public media and radio for
activity that may lead to one of our served agencies to be called upon,
which in turn may require our support.

Saint Joseph County AC9KF: 13 members attended the Red Cross
damage assessment class with 8 becoming Red Cross volunteers.

We postponed our Net Exercise and Demonstration by a week due
weather, which gave way to an afternoon and evening full of Skywarn
Net activity.

Warrick County KT9B: During July we had a combination
work/orientation to the mobile EOC. Then manned the EOC over six
night during the county fair. In addition we had two Skywarn net
activation's. We also installed a back up analog/digital repeater in the
county at a location remote from the primary.

At the end of the month we held an ICS 100 and ICS 700 overview as
our training for the month and had laptops available afterward for
those interested to take the tests online.
Monroe County K9TEM: ARES members participated in July's
Monroe County warning siren test, as well as three weekly ARES
Monday Night nets. No net was held on Monday, 4 July, in observance
of Independence Day. On 13 July, ARES members participated in a
Skywarn net, when a severe thunderstorm threatened the area.

Indiana ARES July 2016 OES Comments
KA9QWC: This was a busy month with going to the Indy hamfest
arriving on Friday July 8th and staying at the Baymont Inn that was
posted on the hamfest flyer. Glad to see the 2 day session for Friday &
Saturday as it gave us some time to relax instead of driving down on
the traditional Saturday. The primary event for July was assisting with
communications at a check point on the bike ride for the TRI-LAKES
Triathlon event in Whitley County. Assisted with the W5YI VE
session on July 30th at Columbia City. Active with both Noble &
Whitley County EOC's & VHF nets.

Orange County WB9FHP: Somewhat slow month as several people
on vacation. The OCARES in conjunction with the local club had a
booth at the Orange County 4H Fair. Several people interested in
getting licensed plus we picked up one new ARES member at the 4H
Booth.
Spent one session training on the use of manual tuners if auto-tuners
not available and also the use of "Pulser" with manual tuners.
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W9WXN: Active severe weather season during July. We had to
activate Skywarn weather nets 5 times with a total of 12.8 person
hours logged. But no storm damage reports received.

In Closing
The Indiana Section of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL)
covers the entire state of Indiana. This is a large area to service and it
takes an entire team of dedicated volunteers to help delivers the ARRL
programs across the section. The Section Manager is able to appoint
several section level leadership positions that help manage the day to
day activities of the various ARRL programs. These section level
positions are affectionately known as the “Senior Section Staff” or
sometimes just the “Section Staff”. Over the last several weeks, I have
been fortunate enough to fill all the Senior Section Staff positions with
passionate and skillful individuals. The list of Senior Section Staff is
listed below.
Anthony “Tony” Stokes, KU9V
Brian Jenks, W9BGJ
Mark Westermeier, N9OZ
Jimmy Merry, KC9RPX
Lou Everett Sr, WA5LOU
Andrew Murrey, N9AWM
Barry Palencer, KC9WMS
Steven Jones, W9SMJ

Section Emergency Coordinator
Section Traffic Manager
Technical Coordinator
Affiliated Club Coordinator
Official Observer Coordinator
Section Youth Coordinator
Public Information Coordinator
State Government Liaison

I want to thank the Senior Section Staff that have made the
commitment to help keep Amateur Radio fun and growing in the
Indiana Section.
Brent, N9BA
bwalls@arrl.org
317-895-1592 home
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