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How do we get people involved?
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I am sure this is a question that your local radio club or ARES
team has asked many times. There isn’t any easy answer to this
question because what works in Vanderburgh County isn’t going
to work in Allen County. There is hope though, there may be an
answer but it is going to take some work. So, roll up your sleeves.
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For the ARES teams across the section, hams want to belong to
your team. If you aren’t having regular meetings and providing
some sort of training, then no one will want to be involved. A
monthly training session is an excellent way to build team
cohesion and a sense of belonging. If you need training ideas,
please reach out and ask.

“To promote and advance the art, science, and enjoyment of amateur
radio”
Find us on the web at INARRL.ORG
www.facebook.com/inarrl
www.twitter.com/in_arrl
ARES® and Amateur Radio Emergency Service® are registered
trademarks of the ARRL

73,
Brent Walls, N9BA
ARRL Indiana Section Manager
bwalls@arrl.org
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Remembering Friends We’ll Miss …

Upcoming Hamfests

❖ Peter Lenges, KA9SWI Nineveh, IN
All silent key obituary notices should be sent directly to Brent Walls at
bwalls@arrl.org for inclusion in this monthly
column.
For inclusion in QST, please follow the
instructions at http://www.arrl.org/silent-key-submission-guidelines

7 & 8, 2017 $8
FRIDAY 2 - 7p.m.
SATURDAY 6a.m. - 2p.m.

$8 AT GATE JULY

Field Organization Appointment Updates

GOOD BOTH
DAYS

Appointment Resignations / Cancellations:
• James Baughn K9EOH Emergency Coordinator

AT GATE

GOOD BOTH
DAYS

INDOOR SALES OPEN AT 7 A.M. SATURDAY

New Appointments
• Ronald Cooper WB9DKL Technical Specialist
• Norm Dingle W9IFW Official Emergency Station

FEATURING
*Large indoor Commercial Space *
*Air Conditioned Indoor Tables *
*Air Conditioned Forum Building*

The ARRL appreciates the time and effort every volunteer gives in
serving the Indiana Section and promoting amateur radio. Many
people talk about what should be done, but it takes committed
volunteers to get it done. Thank You!

Overnight Camping on the Grounds

Indiana’s LARGEST Outdoor
Electronic Flea Market
MAJOR PRIZE DRAWINGS BOTH DAYS
Visit our website at

WWW.INDYHAMFEST.COM
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SPONSORED BY THE LAND OF LAKES AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

SATURDAY AUGUST 12, 2017
8:00AM – 12:00PM

Gateway Church
255N Gerald Lett Ave

ANGOLA, INDIANA 46703
( 41.636775, -85.028849 )

ANGOLA REPEATER
TALK-IN 147.180 (+) PL 131.8

FOR TABLE RESERVATIONS, EMAIL
landoflakesarc@gmail.com
or Call
SHARON BROWN – WD9DSP
(260) 475-5897
All indoor table reservations are required before August 1st
No indoor tables given on day of Hamfest
ADMISSION $6.00
VENDORS SET-UP TIME
FRIDAY AUGUST 11th
6:00PM – 9:00PM
SATURDAY AUGUST 12th
7:00AM – 8:00AM

INDOOR TABLES “FREE”
TRUNK SALES “FREE”

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THEFT OR ACCIDENTS
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Public Information Report

PIO Reports

Monroe County PIO Jimmy Merry - KC9RPX

Field Day is right around the corner! Have you started
your outreach to the local papers, and your local elected
officials? Now is a great time to get them both on board,
and earn your group those extra bonus points. Speaking
of those bonus points, are you helping your club or group with their
social media outreach for this event. These too have been added to
provide bonus points. The more we can link in with social media, the
local news media, and elected officials, the better we all are. The
public, and elected officials benefit from our preparedness, lets invite
them in to see what we do!

The Bloomington Amateur Radio Club welcomed Indiana Section
Manager Brent Walls, N9BA, to its May 5 TH meeting. Brent gave a
wonderful presentation about the Indiana Section of the ARRL. We
discussed field day plans for 2017, which will be held at Flatwoods
Park, near Ellettsville in Western Monroe County.
The Indiana University Amateur Radio Club - K9IU, has been
working hard in recent weeks to relocate the 146.94 K9IU repeater to
Memorial Stadium press box from the Indiana Memorial Union. This
location should be better located, shall the Bloomington 146.640
repeater ever go down, to serve as a back-up repeater during an event
such as severe weather. The Indiana University club and the
Bloomington High School South Club, K9SOU will host Field Day
together at Bloomington High School South.

The Phil McGan Award deadline is just days away. May 19th is the
deadline to have your nominations in for this award. This award is
presented to an Amateur Radio Operator who has given outstanding
service to the Amateur field through their use of public relations, and
outreach. Please see http://www.arrl.org/phil-mcgan-award for details.
Calling all Hams! We are still looking for anyone who is a club or
group PIO, or anyone that loves spreading the word about amateur
radio. We need help spreading the word about what we do. If you are
interested, please email me at KC9WMS@arrl.net , and I will get
pointed in the right direction, and help you along the way.

Jimmy Merry, KC9RPX

Thanks for all you do for Amateur radio!

As PIO for the Whitley County Amateur Radio Club, I did the
following:

Monroe County PIO
Whitley County PIO Roger McEntarfer - N9QCL

73,
Barry Palencer, KC9WMS
ARRL Indiana Section – Public Information Coordinator

I announced in the local newspapers: Columbia City Post & Mail,
Churubusco News, IN Whitley County, and South Whitley The
Tribune News, Local WJHS 91.5 FM (Whitley County Joint High
School) radio station, Local Web based News: Columbia City Talk of
the Town and Churubusco Busco Voice Several and HF Nets: Indiana
Traffic Net, Interstate Side Band Net and the Michigan Buzzard Roost
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Net and several of the local 2M and 70 CM nets around the northern
Indiana area about the Whitley County Amateur Radio Club
(WCARC) General Meeting on April 13, 2017 the Whitley County
W5YI Test Session on April 29, 2017, and the Results from the
Whitley County W5YI Test Session on April 29, 2017.

New hams are as follows:
Cory S. Clemmer – General Class – Fort Wayne, IN
Randall T. Fields – Technician Class – Ossian, IN
James R. Hendrick – Technician Class – Fort Wayne, IN
Samuel M. Long – Technician Class – Fort Wayne, IN
Chad A. Zelt – Technician Class – Monroeville, IN

As Vice President of the Whitley County Amateur Radio Club, I am
responsible for the programs for each meeting, if anyone would like to
give a presentation or have any ideas for programs for one of our
WCARC meetings next year’s please send me an email.

Upgrading hams are as follows:
Theodore Harber / KD9IIH– Extra Class – Markle, IN
Linda D. Keyser / KD9HUN – General Class – Roanoke, IN
William J. Lamb / KD9HWH – Extra Class – Fort Wayne, IN
Russell E. Odd / KE8AHF – General Class – Hicksville, OH
Ryan M. Smith / K9RYN – Extra Class – Auburn, IN

The next Whitley County Amateur Radio Club (WCARC) General
Meeting will be held on Thursday May 8, 2017 from 6:00 till 8:00 PM
in Community Room A & B of the Peabody Library located at 1160 E.
State Rd. 205 - Columbia City, Indiana.

The next W5YI Test session will be held on Saturday July 29, 2017
from 9:00 to 11:00 AM, in Community Room A & B of the Peabody
Library 1160 E. State Rd. 205 - Columbia City, Indiana.

The program for the evening will be Some Principles for Good
Antennas, presented by Theodore Tahmisian - W9WT. All WCARC
General Meetings are open to the Public.

73’s
Roger McEntarfer/ N9QCL
ARRL Public Information Officer

The Whitley County Amateur Radio Club W5YI Team held their
quarterly test session on Saturday April 29, 2017.
The W5YI Team members present were Donald Evilsizor / KA9QWC,
Catherine Evilsizor / WB8ORR, James Smith / N9FGN, Debra Smith /
N9NNU, Steve Holzinger / KC9WBR, and Roger McEntarfer /
N9QCL.

Affiliated Club Coordinator Report
Thanks to the Indiana Affiliated Clubs for
updating the annual reports. Clubs are doing a
much better job during recent months in updating
their reports in 2017. There are still a few clubs
that I urge to take a close look at their report on
the ARRL website. It only takes a few minutes to
review your club’s information and update.

Eleven people showed up for the April test session and ten left smiling
with a new license or an upgrade to an existing license.
Only those signing the waiver allowing us to print their results will be
listed.

5

I would like to encourage and invite all non-Indiana affiliated
amateur radio clubs to consider becoming an affiliated club. ARRL
offers clubs a lot of great benefits. Please check out the great
information on the ARRL website at http://www.arrl.org/affiliatedclub-resources .

Grant County - 1 year, 11 months since last update
Elkhart County - 1 year since last update
Clubs over 2 year since last update that are now in an INACTIVE
STATUS
Elkhart ARC - 2 years, 5 months since last update
Zion Lutheran - 6 year, 10 months since last update

If anyone is ever in need assistance, please email or call me. I
will be glad to assist you or your club. If you don't have access to your
report, and are a ARRL member, and an officer or board member for
your club, please let me know as I can add you as an admin for your
club annual report, so that you will have access to the report, so it may
be updated. It is mandatory for all clubs to review and update its
annual report, at least once per year. It only takes a few minutes to
update the report. Reports may be updated anytime.

Sincerely,
Jimmy Merry, Jr. KC9RPX
Indiana ARRL Affiliated Club Coordinator
TX 812-391-2661 Email kc9rpx@arrl.net
Indiana Affiliated Club News

Those clubs that are over 2 years since updating their annual
report, will become inactive. ARRL benefits can be very valuable to
your club, so please don't allow your club affiliation to become
inactive.

Each of the INARRL affiliated clubs is invited to send in any news or
happenings for their club that they would like included in this
newsletter. Please send to Jimmy Merry KC9RPX at
kc9rpx@gmail.com by the 5th day of each month. Captioned photos
are always welcome.

If your club goes into an INACTIVE STATUS.......All is
needed to be done is to update your annual report on the ARRL
website.

Technical Coordinator Report

Clubs that need to immediately review their annual reports are as
follows:

I am happy to announce WB9DKL, Ron
Cooper as our newest Technical Specialist.
Ron is lives in Indianapolis and specializes
on interference. Ron is a great asset to our
very capable Technical Specialists group in
the section.

Clubs that are 10 to 11 months since last update.
Kokomo ARC - 10 months since last update
Henry County - 10 months since last update
Blue River Valley - 10 months since last update
EMCOMM - 10 months since last update

K9MQ, Mark was interviewed by Amateur
Radio Newsline along with a teacher from Hobart High School about
the classes high altitude balloon project. Copy the link below and
click on the audio to listen, the interview starts at approximately 3:40
into the clip.

Clubs over 1 year since last update
Whitley County - 1 year, 7 months since last update
Off the Grid - 1 year, 5 months since last update
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https://www.arnewsline.org/news/2017/4/27/amateur-radio-newslinereport-2061-for-friday-april-28-2017

I purchased a new smaller laptop and have installed most of my ham
radio software to program radios along with running FL Digi and other
software for base and portable digital mode use.

Congratulations Mark and very good work!
Please take time and read our Technical Specialist reports, there is
some really great technical, DMR, and really interesting stuff from
around the state being reported on!

As Vice President of the Whitley County Amateur Radio Club, I am
responsible for the programs for each meeting,
if anyone would like to give a presentation or have any ideas for
programs for one of our WCARC meetings next year’s please send me
an email.

I’m still looking to add Technical Specialists in some underserved
areas especially in the East Central and South Eastern area of the state.
If you live in the Richmond area and have a technical bent you may be
the person we need to fill a Technical Specialist position. If you’re
interested or want to find out more please email me.
73,
Mark Westermeier, N9OZ
Indiana Section Technical Coordinator
N9OZ@arrl.net

The next Whitley County Amateur Radio Club (WCARC) General
Meeting will be held on Thursday May 8, 2017 from 6:00 till 8:00 PM
In Community Room A & B of the Peabody Library 1160 E. State Rd.
205 - Columbia City, Indiana. The program for the evening will be
Some Principles for Good Antennas, presented by Theodore
Tahmisian - W9WT. All WCARC General Meetings are open to the
Public.
73’s
Roger McEntarfer/ N9QCL

Technical Specialists Reporting for April 2017: N9QCL, NI9Y,
N7BBW, WA9FGT, K3HTK, W9WEL, N9LYY, W9BGJ, NF9K,
K9MQ, KB9BVN, K0RL, W9AMT, WB8WOR, AC9HP, N9OZ

NI9Y

TS March Reports
N9QCL

A nasty wind broke antenna ropes on my two-wire folded dipole and
80 meter dipole. Today I am borrowing a potato gun to put the ropes
back into the trees at 50 feet. However, we have drizzle conditions for
the next few days so I'll have to wait until the weekend to do the job.

Updated progress getting our Raytheon K9NCS Ham Radio Station
back on the air this month. The UHF/VHF antennas are mounted along
with pulleys to raise the G5RV and guyed at the first section on the
new 42 foot masts on top of the already 50-foot-high Technical center.
We need to get the remaining 4 sets of guy wires cut for each of the 42
foot masts and get the antennas raised all the way up Waiting for a
calm warm day and the manpower to raise them all the way up.

This past week was station cleanup day. Although half done the radio
shack looks much better. I will finish the job before the weekend in
time for my great grandchildren to visit. The oldest a three year old
boy has expressed interest in sending Japanese CW with my Vibroplex
Deluxe paddle. Although he doesn't know the alphabet yet he seems
to understand the difference between dit's and dah's. We shall see as
he grows up whether this strange language will magnify his interest.
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K3HTK
Small loop antennas are gaining interest among local hams. One
seasoned ham built three of these loops and managed to work DX on
the 17 meter band from inside the shack and hotel room in Florida.
So, there must be some magic there.

I have continued working on some P25 functionality on my 900 MHz
Quantar repeater in Noblesville. I am currently running in Hybrid
mode keeping the analog capabilities with the EchoIRLP node and
maintaining P25 separate through the new network NF9K and I have
been working on.

While mowing with the new riding mower I managed to run over 50
feet of hidden antenna rope at the edge of my lawn where it meets the
woods. Not only did the rope wrap around the mower deck but got
into the drive shaft causing the 18 hp engine to immediately stop. I
had to push the mower back to the shed about 80 feet away. The
mower guy comes Wednesday to pick up my mower since I cannot get
inside the drive belt area without a lift.

A good portion of April spent working with a couple other Amateurs
with antenna and tower work. The weather afforded several great
opportunities to work on antennas and enjoyed it! Specifically, I
helped Bill (NF9K) get a new tower installed (with a few others) at his
QTH and we also took some time to tune up some cans for his Fusion
machine.

Dan, Ni9Y
Mishawaka, IN

I also helped W9MDO with getting his HF antenna back up in some
trees with my homebrew air launcher. Always fun to get to use that
launcher!

N7BBW
That all for this month.
Stay tuned….

Our training on broad band ham mesh networking was fantastic. We
had lots of participation. We had planned to add this service to our
support for "Thunder Over Louisville". We have supported thunder for
many years. But at the last week of preparations we were told to stand
down. the powers in charge made it clear that us hams were not to be
involved, stating legal issues that could not be addressed in time. this
seems to be happening all over, ares and races may be a thing of the
past.

73,
Ed K3HTK
W9BGJ
Hello Mark and everyone reporting for April. Nice to see spring has
finally decided to stick around although tonight we have a frost
advisory! Not a lot to report for April. Starting to make headway on
getting licensing classes scheduled and some antenna work taking
place. Typical warm weather projects. Everyone have a great month
and very 73!

73s
Lou, n7bbw
Floyd County

BRIAN G JENKS W9BGJ
ARRL TECHNICAL SPECIALIST
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NF9K

repaired. At this point, from what we're able to see, the jumper from
the hardline at ~250' has come loose and has been banging against a
microwave dish.... Still odd that my meters and the Anritsu didn't
show a major SWR issue. It was like a 50 ohm match but nothing was
radiating. Stumped all of us. At this point, I believe we have a jumper
located and are trying to put things in place for a trip up the tower, but
we have to align all of the appropriate parties for such an attempt.
Hopefully by next month's report, we'll be back on the air.

Continued to work on building out the Indiana Quantar Network.
Spoke with a couple of different groups interested in bringing their
Quantar's onboard. Helped out with spec'ing our routers and the rest
of the necessary equipment. Also working on documenting the current
state of the network, which has been posted to our FB page is anyone
is curious. I was fully about in integrate the DIU3000 and MC1000
into the network. Currently working with Ed (K3HTK) to setup a
remote DIU3000 and MC1000 at his place.

Spent a Sunday in Russiaville helping to get some 33cm P25 mobiles
ready to roll. Also was able to bring the W9SMJ 70cm P25 repeater
onto the IQN....

Assisted K9MMQ up in Ft. Wayne after he suffered a lightning strike.
Luckily the only amateur equipment he lost was a 1.25M antenna. But
he lost a significant amount of other electronics and network gear. It
even blew up his lighting counter! As of this writing, he's will
working with his insurance company, but we have most of his stuff
back online.

Added a Texas Repeater owned by Jason Johnson of Ham Radio 2.0
fame to the Crossroads DMR network. This is one of two machines
that he's looking to bring onboard. Jason also expressed his interest in
doing an interview with someone from Crossroads DMR. I extended
that offer out to all of our trustees and it was unanimous that they
would like me to do it. So as soon as Jason and I can connect and
setup a time, we'll get that done.

Took the open-sourced plans for the one-chip substitute board for the
V.24 Quantar daughter card to a board builder, but thus far, I haven't
been able to get a good price on what a run of the boards would cost.
A wireline and V.24 daughterboard for the Quantar's will run you
about $100 plus shipped. This one-chip board will do the same thing,
with an existing wireline board for ~$25. Ed (K3HTK) has my onechip board and it worked great. Due to the DIU implementation, he
sought out a real V.24 card, but as far as general P25 interfacing, the
one-chip board works great. Perhaps we just buy the boards and build
them ourselves.... Only a handful of components.

Did some testing with the CHIRP and RT Systems repeater lists that
are made available on the IRC website. I ran into some issues with RT
Systems and the number of memory channels available in my IC-7100.
Without manually whittling it down, I haven't found a resolution to
this issue yet. I had no issue with CHIRP and importing the file, but I
haven't tried loading it on the radio just yet either. Honestly, this is
exactly what I'd hoped for was to run into issues before someone
reached out to us. Now at least I have something to share and
hopefully soon a solution.

Continued my support of the W9SMJ c-Bridge. We now have the old
one shut down and everyone who was migrating over on the new one.
I'm continuing to help out from an administrative perspective as
required/requested.

Continued preparing for the Laurel Testing Session at the Indianapolis
Hamfest. This will be my first run as Team Leader, and I want
everything to go as smoothly as possible, especially not knowing how
many testers we'll have. Still need to round out a couple of more VE's
just to have one or two spares. Since I've been selected to run the

The battle continued into April with my Indy DMR Repeater. As of
this writing the repeater is offline until we can get the feedline
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testing session, I was excused from my commitment to do another
forum for them. I really was looking forward to doing both, however,
the schedule would have been too crazy and try as I might, I just
haven't figured out how to be in two places at once.

receive him (pun intended) when he gets there. Those Alaska guys
sure are a great group. I'm hoping to make a trip up to visit with them
at some point. I know the XYL would love it.
On a whim just to see if I could do it, I built an APRS IGate (NF9K10) out of a Raspberry Pi and an SDR Dongle. Obviously it's a receive
only node, but it's already been repeating APRS traffic back to the
APRS network. Since setting it up, I've also incorporated my Davis
Vantage Vue Weather Station with the CWOP and am now feeding
those same weather reports into APRS (NF9K-13). I'm also using this
node to place object beacons out to place my repeaters on the map.
Very cool stuff.

Confirmed that the XTL5000 remote conversion kit (CHIB, TIB and
flex cables) works for the XTL2500. There was some question among
our group and no one knew for sure. As interest in P25 is growing
daily inquiring minds wanted to know!
Ordered one of the Micro-Node MMDVM devices and am in the
process of getting it running on an old Kenwood TKR-820. Once
complete, it will convert this old analog repeater into a digital repeater
capable of DSTAR, P25, System Fusion and DMR. Really looking
forward to getting this finished and getting it documented before
people start asking!

After much research and thinking I decided to purchase one of the
Wave Node real-time RF analyzers. I ordered four probes with my
unit so I can monitor all four of my repeaters (three amateur and one
GMRS) that run here from the QTH. So far, I'm very impressed.
Should have more information to share next month as I will have had a
chance to play some more. As it stands, it's only been running since
yesterday.

Was contacted by an Indiana Ham looking to build out a club at a local
school up North. As part of this, they will be looking to put a DMR
repeater in as part of the initiative. We spent some time discussing via
phone call and I was able to give them a rough plan for what such at
undertaking would require. Next step will be getting official school
board approval and once done, we'll move forward with the next steps.
I'm pretty flattered that such a request came my direction and I'm
excited at the possibility of bring Ham Radio into a school.

Thanks go out to Ed (K3HTK) for his training session on the use of a
return-loss bridge with the HP 8935 service monitor. It's no secret that
Ed and I collaborate on many projects and utilize much of the same
equipment. We both have 8935's but I don't currently have a returnloss bridge. However, after Ed's lesson, I will be procuring one very
soon. What an invaluable tool. We took two different sets of duplexer
that I'd done without an R/L Bridge and improved their tuning
significantly Much better than the old 1KHz tone and tune for the best
sound or most noise approach. That will work in a pinch, but
thankfully I've been able to move onto bigger and better things since
then.

Exchanged emails with a 9-Call regarding open use of the Indiana
Quantar Network. He'll be traveling down from Chicago semiregularly and was interested in trying the system out. I explained that
we're still building things out, but he's welcome to try any machine
he's able to hit along his trip.
Received an email from a German Ham about of all things the Homer
Alaska DMR Repeater! He's going to be traveling through Alaska and
the Canadian Yukon very soon and hoped to make use of the machine
while he's in the area. I alerted the trustee up there and they're ready to

And finally the grand finale..... With the invaluable help of Ed
(K3HTK), Dave (N9CZV) and Josh (KC9LHA) I was finally able to
get my tower up in the air. I'm at just over 50' with around 8' of mast
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I was interviewed by Amateur Radio Newslines’ Paul Braun,
WD9GCO concerning the Hobart High School High Altitude Balloon
launches that I have helped with. The teacher also joined in on the
interview. You can listen to the interview (starting at 3:40) at:
https://www.arnewsline.org/news/2017/4/27/amateur-radio-newslinereport-2061-for-friday-april-28-2017

stick out of the top. I have four antennas currently, all omni's,
covering 70cm P25, 33cm P25, 70cm Fusion and GMRS. I have three
120 degree sector antennas and a power divider that I plan to play with
on 33cm, but that will come later. All of the antenna's are fed with
1/2" hardline. So far the coverage has been more than expected. As
with anything, I'm continuing to work out the bugs, but the P25
machines are running quite well. Fusion is doing ok, we're still
working with the duplexers a bit and GMRS is work ok, but I need to
tweak to the duplexers a little bit there too.

A ham in Lake County who has a failing hard drive in his computer
requested some information on how to go about reinstalling Windows
10 to his new drive. I just went through this same scenario earlier this
month.

I think that sums up what has been a crazy busy month. As always, if
anything I've touched out sparks any questions or interest, please feel
free to reach out! Until next month.

I finally made it to the Peru Hamfest and had a great time. Talked
with lots of people that I knew and enjoyed the two forums that I sat in
on. The second forum was concerning mesh networks. I am hoping to
obtain some equipment in the future to do some experimentation.

73,
Bill Atkinson, NF9K
ARRL Technical Specialist
www.nf9k.net
www.crossroadsdmr.org

73 Mark, K9MQ
mark@k9mq.com
KB9BVN

K9MQ

April was not quite as busy as March. The WAS effort with the HW8
continues, and we did our second QRPian Podcast in April. I'd like to
remind everyone that this is storm season. Do NOT leave your rigs
plugged in to the antennas or you can be sorry. Lightning struck near
our house on Sunday night and took out half our light bulbs, my
logging computer which I stupidly forgot to unplug, and my DSL
modem. Thankfully I had remembered to disconnect the antenna and
the power from my HW8. My local Telco stinks on ice and will be
here to replace the DSL modem sometime later this week when they
get around to it.

Hope everyone is enjoying spring. This month, I gave a presentation
at the Lake County Amateur Radio Club meeting about how to sell on
Ebay. I went through the process of how to sell, gave some helpful
tips, and spoke about problem resolution. The meeting was well
attended with lots of great questions. I felt that this was a topic worth
discussing as many people just buy Ebay items, but never sell.
A representative from a club in a neighboring section contacted me
about possibly speaking about DMR at one of their meetings. They
are considering putting up a DMR repeater and need some questions
answered.

I have been working with a group of locals that are interested in QRP
Operations from the trail and campsite, we have formed a group called
HoosierQRP. We will be having our first meeting on May 4th at 7PM
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at the Knuckle Sandwich restaurant located in Waverly Indiana at SR
144 and SR 37. Stay tuned for updates from that as this group seems
to be very technically minded.

May will be busy ramping up for Dayton. I need to get to the storage
unit and sort out all the DMR and P25 gear, get it cleaned up and get it
sold. Hope to see you all there for sure! I’ll have the Hoosier DMR
roadshow repeater and information booth there as usual located in the
middle of all the action in the outside flea market, spaces 7768 &
7769, so be sure to stop by. The roadshow repeater will be on-site
starting Thursday evening, May 18th, and is open for all to use.
Talkgroup information for the roadshow is available at
www.hoosierdmr.net.

Working with Indiana Elmer Network to do another Tech to General,
and then a General to Extra course at the Aircraft Institute of
Maintenance beginning this Fall. Also we are trying to clear the way
for a new tailgater to be held on the west side of Indianapolis in late
August. Stay tuned.
73 de KB9BVN
Brian Murrey

Short and sweet for me this month. Until next month all.
Tony Tolbert
W9AMT
317-771-7802

W9AMT
Not much happening in the ham radio world. Been focusing on family
and work in April. Was going to try and make the Columbus Hamfest,
but that didn’t happen. My youngest son is heavy into little league this
year and he had a game that day. Honestly, baseball takes up about 4
days a week, so not much time for anything else. I did manage to get
up to the NCI Hamfest in Peru with the Hoosier DMR roadshow and
information booth. Helped get a few DMR newbies squared away on
programming and assisted with registering a few new folks for DMR.
It’s certainty still a hot mode and is seeing growth. Truthfully, I’ve
become a bit apathetic about DMR lately. Perhaps a big change is
needed. Something that’ll refuel the fire.

WB8WOR
I'm working on getting ready for Kids Day in June. I've got a couple
of new activities I'm working on, that should be ready in time.
73,
Tom Busch. WB8WOR
AC9HP
Two ve sessions in April. One was for our regular VE session and the
other was for the classes ran by the Hendricks country amateur radio
society.

I had a critical failure on my old Yaesu FT-101F. I had a mica
capacitor fail, resulting in a very high bias and thus melting the
original 6JS6C tubes. I’ve never seen a vacuum tube melt. It smells
horrible. I had a couple parts rigs I grabbed a while back, so I’m in the
process of rebuilding it. Putting in all new caps on all the boards, new
HV caps and replacing the failed C13 (google that part if you own an
FT-101 series rig).

We had an antenna workshop class held at the aviation institute of
maintenance. Paul Cowger kd9iao was the instructor and taught the
class about jpoles. Then we went into a hands on course and the group
built copper jpoles for 2 meter and 70 cm. I was supposed to give a
presentation on dipoles but we ran out of time so look for another class
down the road.
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Left Picture: Gary
KA9ZYL, Bruce
KD9AGH, Jay K9NDY

Hendricks County ARES had a class presented by Bob W9BU about
win link and packet. In HCARES we see many uses for this
technology and plan to train amateurs in the art of packet and how to
effectively use peer to peer win link for auxiliary communications in
an environments where voice communication may be difficult,
hospital and health department. I was able to assist Bob in his
presentation and we hope to continue to grow interest in digital
communication among amateurs.

Right Picture: Paul
teaching about J-Poles

Left Picture: NVIS
Antenna day

Hendricks County ARES also participated in the OHIO ARES NVIS
antenna exercise. We used this event as a mini field day to bring many
new hams out and introduce them to working as a team to setup
antennas and HF stations in not the best conditions. The event was led
by Tom WA9YI and was a huge success.

Right Picture: AC9HP
and WB9DPN putting
up an antenna

Our monthly ARES membership meetup and training was a
presentation given by Rich WB9DPN and was on the topic of antenna
analyzers and how to properly tune your antennas. We had a very
large turn out and plan to offer this training again down the road.

N9OZ
Attended the Columbus Hamfest It was a wonderful time and talked
with many local and visiting amateurs. It Is always fun and was great
to visit with so many of the folks I know. Not much else as far as
amateur stuff for the month as we move into our busy season at work.

I was able to get my hands on a 991A HF radio. After fiddling around
for hours trying to get it to work with my raspberry pi I tried to get it
to work with my pc. I had no lick with that either so I emailed Yaesu
support and they sent out a step by step guide for the pc. The
directions worked flawlessly and the moral of the story is "call
support" sooner than later.

Mark Westermeier, N9OZ

Starting May 3rd are our next set of tech classes ran by Gordon
KD0EWM and Brian KB9BVN and myself plan to tackle a general
and extra class after the tech class is over.
I am still looking for volunteers to help teach topics or people to help
VE so reach out if you have time or ideas on what you can do for
amateur radio!
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Official Observer Coordinator Report

Brain G. Jenks, W9BGJ
ARRL Indiana Section Traffic Manager
w9bgj@arrl.net

TOTAL NUMBER OF OFFICIAL OBSERVERS: 11
HF MONITORING HOURS: 116
VHF/UHF MONITORING HOURS: 137
ADMINISTRATIVE HOURS: 7
ADVISORY NOTICES SENT: 2
GOOD OPERATOR CARDS SENT: 2

NTS By the Numbers

NOTE: Our Indiana Official Observers devoted 260.00 hours to
assisting hams.
73
Lou Everett, Sr., WA5LOU
ARRL Official Observer Coordinator
Telephone: 317-749-9883
E-Mail: wa5lou@arrl.net

Section Traffic Manager Report
Hello all reporting this month. Numbers are
looking good again this month and our thoughts
are turning towards spring and hamfest season. It
is also time for antenna projects. ARRL Field Day
is on the horizon as well and I’m looking forward
to all of these. You can view the full report by the
numbers in the following my report. A reminder
to all anyone who submits a report, I need reports
by the 6th of each month. Hopefully some got the chance to participate
in the Indiana QSO Party earlier this month. With the band conditions
being somewhat challenging hopefully we'll see some decent scores.
73 all until next month.
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Section Emergency Coordinator Report
SEC Comments
I had the privilege of representing the
ARRL Indiana Section along with Mark
Westermeier, N9OZ at the Columbus
hamfest on Saturday April 1 st. It was a great
opportunity to meet the many ARES
volunteers that make up our various ARES teams around the section.
I also attended the North Central Indiana Hamfest on Saturday April
22nd and helped the ARRL Indiana Section Manager Brent Walls man
the ARRL table. Again, this was a great opportunity to meet many of
the ARES volunteers that make up the various ARES teams around the
section. I was also able to sit in the ARRL Indiana Section forum
where Brent presented on the state of the ARRL in the Indiana
Section, this forum had a great discussion between the attendees and
Brent.
I encourage all ARES volunteers to attend local hamfests when
possible, it is not just about buying and selling, these hamfests help to
support local clubs and are a great way to stay in touch with fellow
hams as well as meet new friends.
ARRL Field Day
Filed Day will be here before you know, have you made plans to
participate? This is a great exercise for ARES teams to take part in and
it is a lot of fun. Field Day will take place on June 24th and 25th. You
can find a Field Day site at the link below,
ARRL Field Day locator
http://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator
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Public Service Events
Public service events are a great way to us Amateur Radio to serve the
community as well as practice for an ARES activation. There are many
public service events around the section that make use of Amateur
Radio from parades, high school band competitions to marathons. I
have personally participated in many of these events in the years that I
have been licensed and found them to be quite rewarding and quite
possibly the closest thing you will find to an ARES activation without
there being an actual emergency. Some of these events us as little as a
few hams and some of the bigger ones in the section such as the 500
Festival Mini-marathon use upwards of 70 hams across several nets. I
encourage all ARES volunteers to take advantage of this experience if
possible as well as take the opportunity to serve the community, I
think you will find the experience both rewarding and educational. To
find out more about Public Service opportunities in your area reach out
to your local club as well as the Upcoming Events section on the
ARRL Indiana Section webpage at www.inarrl.org

strengths and weaknesses. Look for more information to follow in the
coming months.
DEC Opportunities
I am looking to fill several District Emergency Coordinator positions
throughout the section including districts 1, 5, 7, 9 and 10. Please share
these opportunities with your ARES team, at club meetings or other
gatherings in those districts. Anyone who has interest in serving as a
District Emergency Coordinator should contact me directly.
Responsibilities and requirements of a District EC can be found on the
ARRL website at http://inarrl.org/index.php/public-service/indianaares
ARES appointees and openings for section can be found by visiting
the ARES page of the ARRL Indiana Section website at
www.inarrl.org.
73,
Tony Stokes, KU9V
ARRL Section Emergency Coordinator, Indiana Section
KU9V@ARRL.NET

ARES Planning Committee
I want to encourage all the ARES Emergency Coordinators to establish
an ARES planning committee within your county if your team doesn’t
already have one. The planning committee should meet regularly to
discuss problems and plan projects to keep the ARES team active.
One project that the planning committee could take on is an ARES
training program. The training program should help develop skills
such as radio familiarization, operating under emergency conditions,
and use of tactical call signs. If you need help building a training
program, then please reach out to your District EC or myself and we
will help you.

ARES by the Numbers
NUMBER OF ARES MEMBERS (REPORTED): 650
MEMBERSHIP CHANGE (REPORTED): 8
NUMBER OF ASEC/DEC/EC/OES REPORTS RECEIVED: 33
NUMBER OF APPOINTEES NOT REPORTING: 35

Indiana Section ARES Emergency Test
The date has been set for the Indiana Section ARES Simulated
Emergency Test (SET) and all Indiana ARES teams are requested to
participate. The SET will take place on Saturday September 30, 2017.
This SET will test will allow us to test our capabilities and gauge our

DEC's REPORTING: N1LL District 02, WR9A District 04, KC9RVL
District 06
EC's REPORTING: K9JAJ Bartholomew County, W9DBA Brown
County, KC9JAV Clark County, K9PLG Dearborn County, KC9ELU
Decatur County, NQ8E Delaware County, N9MOX Hancock County,
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W9WXN Harrison County, KB9DJA Hendricks County, KC9RLC
Jennings County, N9SIU Johnson County, AB9ZA Kosciusko County,
W9SOX Marion County, WD9GIU Miami County, K9TEM Monroe
County, N9JPX Morgan County, KB9RZK Putnam County, WR9G
Scott County, W9DRB Spencer County, N9GKE Tippecanoe County,
W9DAC Tipton County, W9COD Vermillion County, W9VKD Vigo
County, AB9HP Wells County

Indiana ARES APRIL DEC Comments

OES's REPORTING: NN7C Marion County, KC9IHZ Saint Joseph
County, K9DUR Vigo County, KC9TYA Vanderburgh County,
KA9QWC Whitley County

Bartholomew County K9JAJ: Severe WX on 4/20 and 4/28
necessitated calling up Skywarn Nets on those dates. Thanks to Noel
Taylor, N9CJT for handling Net Control Operations on both.

NUMBER OF LOCAL ARES NETS ACTIVE: 49
NUMBER OF TEAMS WITH NTS LIAISON: 22

Brown County W9DBA: 4 scheduled ARES nets, held on 147.300 +
PL 136.5, with 42 check-ins lasting for 35 minutes.

TOTAL NUMBER OF NET SESSIONS, DRILLS/TESTS THIS
MONTH: 70
TOTAL DRILLS PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 508.27

Began promoting the NWS Spotter training for Brown County
scheduled for May 15th at 6:30 PM at the Brown County EOC 55 East
SR 46 Nashville. Credit for scheduling of this event is in large part due
to the efforts of the Brown County Emergency Management Director
Susan Armstrong.

District 6 KC9RVL: I participated in meetings with Muncie Area
Amateur Radio Club (MAARC); EmComm ECI ARC and one
foxhunting event by MAARC.
Indiana ARES APRIL EC Comments

PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS REPORTED: 9
TOTAL PSE PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 158.7

On April 29th even though NWS did not call for a SKYWARN, Rick
Woehlecke K9VM organized a Brown County SKYWARN net with
Rick Harris K9REH monitoring Radar using GR2Analyst. There were
six total check-ins by amateur radio operators and the net lasted for 50
minutes. There was significant wind damage in Brown County and
through K9REH's radar observation and direct contact by K9VM to
NWS Indianapolis of damage reports and Radar observed rotation
advance warning data was available concerning severe weather and
high winds on the way into Bartholomew County that may have served
as contributing information for the NWS issuance of a Tornado
Warning.

EMERGENCY NETS REPORTED: 6
TOTAL EMERGENCY PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 50.6
TOTAL NUMBER OF ARES OPERATIONS THIS MONTH: 86
TOTAL PERSON-HOURS REPORTED: 721.97
IN ARES SECTION NETS
Sessions = 7 QNI = 75 QTC = 0 QTR = 149 minutes

Dearborn County K9PLG: The RACES meeting of 4/6/2017 opened
at 7:30PM with RACES Officer Doug Oldham presiding. There were
16 attendees.
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Sara Minard from the Pregnancy Care Center of SE Indiana attended
the meeting to request our help with communications and logistics at
its 4/22/2017 Walk/Run fund raising event. The event will have two
parts. A two mile + walk run around downtown Lawrenceburg and a
walk on the levee. They expect approx. 400 participants. The
Start/Finish will be at the entrance to IVY Tech.

Johnson County N9SIU: There was not too much happening in
Johnson County this month. Plans are being made for ARRL Field
Day in June.
Kosciusko County AB9ZA: Three ARES members from Kosciusko
County helped with Communications Support for the Indiana Trail 100
Mile Race on April 29 - 30. One person actually did three shifts / 18
hours for this Race.

Hancock County N9MOX: The NWS severe weather spotter training
was held in April for Hancock County. The training moved to a new
location, the Nine Star Community room, and this proved to be a good
change. There were two large screens and plenty of chairs for all.
There were at least 75 people in attendance for this year's course.
Planning is well underway for the upcoming Field day exercise. New
logging software is being used and training is scheduled in May.

Monroe County K9TEM: In April, Monroe County ARES members
participated in monthly county warning siren tests (morning and
evening) on the 7th, four weekly ARES Monday Night nets, and one
SKYWARN net.
Scott County WR9G: The Scott County EMA Group conducted a
VE Session Saturday, April 8th at the EOC. We had one candidate
show up for testing. A Technician upgraded to General class. The next
testing session is June 10th.

Harrison County W9WXN: Activated severe weather nets twice but
no damage reported. I participated in an Elite storm spotter webinar
hosted by the NWS Paducah. We held four ARES nets during April.
Hendricks County KB9DJA: On the first of April, the Hendricks
County Health hosted a POD exercise. HCARES participated in this
exercise providing HCH information from both hospitals in the county
using our trained hospital hams passing messages. We had a portable
amateur radio station set-up at the Danville High School where HCH
was located during the event. The messages were being passed
between the HCH staff at the high school through our portable amateur
radio station, and the hospitals. We used ICS 214 Log forms and ICS
213 Message forms during this event. Also during this exercise, we
set-up and maintained the testing of the HCH portable 1610 KHz AM
Broadcast station that would be used in a real-life emergency to alert
and give instructions to the public of what to do.

Indiana ARES APRIL OES Comments
Harrison County W9WXN: Activated Skywarn weather nets twice
during April but no damage reports received.
Vigo County K9DUR: Participated in Clay County ARES/RACES
field deployment exercise.
Vanderburgh County KC9TYA: The southwest part of Indiana
certainly has had an abundance of rain to finish out the month of April.
Just in the last 3 days we have had a over 6.5 inches of rain and it is
still raining...also participated in 63 nets this month. Looking forward
to participating in the INQSO party, and hope to work many of you.

The HCARES leadership are looking at a system that can utilize
amateur radio Packet between the hospitals, and other agencies who
have a Packet station.
18

Closing Comments

Whitley County KA9QWC: Presented FLDIGI programs at 21-Club
& Whitley County Amateur Radio Club (WCARC) and 3rd
session at the Noble County RACES/EC team. Attended the Integrated
Warning Team (IWT)
work shop "Bridging the Gaps" program at Elkhart on April 25th.
Helped with communications at the IT-100 Mile run in the Indiana
Chain O Lakes Park on April 29/30. Helped with the
Whitley County W5YI VE test session on April 29th.

The Amateur Radio Service has a long and rich history of public
service during disasters, emergencies, parades, marathons and
whenever we can help. The advancement of technology over the last
several years has challenged us to innovate and continue to be an asset
to our local communities. I am proud to be part of a team that
continues to find a way to serve and provide a public service for the
greater good.
I would encourage all ARES teams and radio clubs to seek out
community organizations that could benefit from the service we can
provide. AT&T was recently awarded a contract to build out the
FirstNet communications network for use by public safety agencies.
This shouldn’t be seen as a threat to the Amateur Radio groups that
currently support government agencies but as an opportunity to
continue to mature our relationship with non-governmental
organizations. Amateur Radio can play a vital role in communicating
between governmental organizations and non-governmental
organizations.
If you haven’t had a chance to read up on what FirstNet is and what
the plans are, you should start with the editorial in the June 2017 issue
of QST. The ARRL CEO Tom Gallagher NY2RF does a great job in
opening the discussion about FirstNet and the future of how the
Amateur Radio Service can continue to help.
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